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All they who are guilty of it E ap- 


WIL FULL 


The Groſſeſt 2 


SELE-MURDER 


prehended, tryed and condemned 
in theſe SERMONS. 


PRE-#CH ED 
At Rochford in Eſſex, by that able, faithfull, 
and laborious Miniſter of IE s us Cunrs r, 
M WILLIAM FENNER B. D. 
not long before his death. 
Sade Public 
By one of his unworthy Fellow-Labourers. 


pa ov. 1. 24,25, 26. Becauſe I have called, and ye have refuſed, I have 
ſtretched out my band, and no man regarded : But ye have ſet as 
nought all my counſell, and would none of my reproof, I will alſo laugh 
at your calamity, and mock when your fear cometh. 
Jon 5.40,41. Aud ye will not come to me that ye might have life. 1 
am come in my Fathers Name, and ye reeeive me not; if another ſhall 
come in his own name, him you will receive. 


Velle meum Domine miſericordiztaleeſt de redeundo ad te, quale 
eſt velle tuum de mea ad te reverſione. Gul. Pariſ.de-Rhet.Div.c. 14. 
Quid agit liberum arbitrium? Breviter reſpondeo, ſalvatur. Bern, 
de Lib. Arb. c Gr. #& 


Non velle in cauſa eſt, non poſſe prztenditur. Sen. 


1 LONDON, | 


Printed by T. M. for ohn Rothwell at the ſign of the 
Sun and Fountain in Pauls Church- yard. 165 . 
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; 1 Tathe right Honourable 


ROBERT RICH 


B KON of Lees in Eſſex, and 


| T9 FAA. of Warwick, Abundance 
| Tn OP of Spiritual dlellings in 


| | = | hs Peſo C hrift. | | 


A 5.40 150 upon a propheticall wing 

Gr the Lord had poured upon him, 
PO wot onely an Apoſtolicall, but 4% , 
ez» Propheticall-fpirir) doth 'foretell alſo (faith | 


he, there's 


in Abe Tim 3.1. T hat in the laſt daes peri- che infalli 
lous times ſhall. come ; thoſe who are full of — 
carnall ſafe -lave and unthankfolweſs, will much 

increaſe the danger of this laft age of the world 
(the Lord root up all fuch weeds out of our | | 
hearts.) 

God hath , hope, given Your Honour ſuch 
| a meaſure of bets the Publick, and fo active 
a ſpirit to doe good to others, as will help to leſ- 
ſen the; danger of theſe evill times. And 
| would be fo on for favours received, | 


* 2 chat 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
that I might be ranked among this diſho- 4 
nourable — which here Paul ſumis up, 1 
of ſuch as make bad times worſe. 
Itis your Honours happineſs and aqvantage 
(as it was once ſaid of the Duke 9 iſe in 
France, that be did put obligations upon all) that 
you can engage very many ; and amongſt the 
reſt, I muſt ever acknowledg my Jelf one, 
who in one of the greateſt turnings of my life, ; 
by the good hand s, God upon me in your free 
conſent and Noble bounty, have had ſo Men 
: comfort in the neareſt and deareſh\ slati 
rc that I never envied any other, but fi Matt 
of everlaſting praiſes to God for bi a0 mon W 
ſelf therein. And being under 15 great obi. 
gations, when I can produce nothing of my: 
own wort by your acceptance; I take leavè th act 
the part of a Midwife to this happy Birth, we 
may call your Honour Father, as will appear 5 
by the following Letter, that it was ultimately 
intended for your ſpirituall advantage ; and it 
were now a kind of /acriledg id Keep that ho- 
ly iſſue from you, that is ſo much your on. 
It joyes the ſouls of me and many more of 
[ Li | your praying ſervants, that they have ſo 
| much 
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the Gofpell ol the firftyyevond;i\end chird me 


fixed, Were youas Putr el 
fed, N sn TIRE BATS 
(48 h.c je many Chariots and: Fdorſemen of, Ir 
rae W that your:Noble Father and you have 

ht be ede er (herea yu de 
 beppuly Patrizare) the Lord continue the like 
care to build and repair his houſe in thoſe who ſur- 


vive yaw, from Generation. to Generation, that ſo 


C 


your Houle may Bil be honourably ſupported. 


 Fecleſraſticall "ory ſpeaks of one Henricus 
Auceps, when he did fight againſt the Hunga- 


rians,,, made this vow to God, That if the | 
Lord would give. bim viftory againſt his .Fpgny,| , 
he would purge his Counts y from dymony; which 3 


at that time mightily abounded therein, 
We want men of ſuch an heroicall zealous diſpoſiti- 


on in Enoland. -... + _ 


| 
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Oh that all Patro 


* 


friend, &c. with a Living to ſome unworthy 
jd Os Chap- 


"much occaſion;ca preih thei Cui en yo ub 

for ſo many able and; faithfaH Miners, of; 
nitude, that your prodenty fat ern care heals 
have been 2 


h is were more mindfull of 
their high truſt, then they gould not ſo often 
betray the ſouls. of people by putting off a 
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2Ki. 13.44 
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1 Pet. 4. 5. 


Note. 
There are 
many . 
great rea- 
ding, who 
wil undcr- 
take to 
make it ap- 
pear , that 
as Heathe- 
niſh feaſts, 
Bacchaua - 
liz & Sa- 
turnalia , 
&c were 
tuned in- 
tach ſtmas 
and ſuch . 
t her ſeaſts, 


I hoping 


thereby to 
win Hea- 
thens to 
Chriſt z ſo 
were Ar- 
chi-flamens 
& Flami- 
ueschang 'd 
into Arch- 
, prelats and 


| prelats, out 
of 4 good 


intention. 


Lu. 10.42. 
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T be Epiſtle Dedjcatory. 1 


Choplain Doubiles,ches ivenany x dom verbs 
chere Patrons, 2s} 


ture roarine's in Ell, Ern 
well as unfaithfull Paſtors; For whoſe Blood 
rt at leaſt) hey mul be accountable to 


(1 
che Farhet of fpiries m Yude of the lk ant the 
dead. A moſt heavy reckonin ßen the ſinſ o ff | 


mi Conga 
by: ale ion "and female Miniſters a- | 
mongſe then, wie nds bd: Whereas the leaſt 
of thei eu fm nnrepenced of wilt ike then 


humble boldne eſeech your Honor to 
add one ching m re, which indeed is the u. 
num neceſſarium, HHN yo wil Jain that better 
punt which dalle # from yon; namely, 
thar you would [dj and pray, chat y you a4 
1 wall 


tions, to which atvorFare ns 


ary 


eternally. 


Mr. Lol (ho is now ſinging 
venty Manſtons ) when he was perfecn the 
. — * «of Cant: Fe wit pay a 0 * 
— his children. Ebb. 
— not how better to exp preſſe iy 7 
fenſo of your moſſ real favour ( che comfort 
ak Tai — — By taking the 


ted 


lt. 


Oude is faithful wit not forget Waldo" | 
coft of love t: the iy Reve erend man of God | 
Halelujabs mhea- | 
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1 "The CEL Docu 


e of the porn 8 5 1700 
red to ſix in Jour Orb, Vour Honor h: ch hern 
ode at Sea, and there beholding the won 
ders of God in the de , have been tus 1215 to wreſtle 
with him for mercy.” t is an old ay ing, He that 
would learn to pray, let him go to ſea. Beſiege hea- 
ven with your unwearied importuriities , 
that the Ark of the Goſpel, which you have pro- 
vided for thouſands, may be your own everlaſting 
Sanfiuary. And that you feaſting upon their 
dainties, may be fat and flouriſhing in your laſt 
dayes; ſtanding ſtedfe dfaſt in t ye ſhaking times, 
and immovable weeping faith and a good conſcience, 
(which too many having put away, concerning 
faith, have made ſhipwrack ) morg and more a- 
| bounding i in the work f the Lord , foraſmuch as you 


know your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
This, through the grace of Chriſt, ſnall be 


(My Lord) 
Tour Honour's moſt obli ed Sa 


THOMAS H1LL. 
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& 2. 1. | 
* So ac- 
knowledg- 
ed by the | 
Tranſl- 
tors in the 
contents of 
Revel. 2. | 
They, it 
ſeems, did 
not tbink 
theſe An- 
gels to be 
relates. 
Qui neſcit 
orare, diſ- 
cat naviga- 
re. Jon. 1.5 


Phi. 2.9 


the earneſt prayer of him who is 


1 Ti. 1. 19. 
i Cor. 15. 
laſt. 


— 


2 Ki. 13.14 


F, R eu Ws) Fa 


My Lok Honoured Friend. 


8. NAT HA NIL. RICH, 


+ > Fo 4 * 


Have been often thinking mg to > Hal yon; at af this 
Theme which I have lately treated of in the Pulpit came 
into my mind: It of infinite; uſe;and nectſſitie, and a 

| — exami ; configered, or laid to heart; yet 
ITY — /oty or humiliation to all the children af 
Tee the be making 1 rhe world guilty be- 

for 22 thou E to hade ſent it to, my Lord of War- 
wick for his ſubciſa 77: anf Jon ndg it profitable, af- 
ter your peruſall of it, to commit it unto him from me, you ſhall 
do well. Tam ſorry to hear of ſuch a onus ſickneſs or weak- 
»iſs:* Now Eliſha the man of God was fallen ſick : the very 
words art able to ſtrike thorow. The Lord lend you health, and 
ſtrength,und peace, and comfort aud joy: It is not onely matter 


of conrteſie to pray for ſuch as you are, but of debt; and our ne- 
ceſſit ies SY ek call for it, -and mine more eſpecially. The 


Lord be. merciful! ta me, and to many in raiſing you up, and | 
That“ | 


make jo plenus dierum, aud ſerus in cœlum redire : 
all the hurt that I wiſh yon; and-{o.4.commend you to the word 


os * . that is able to 0 keep Jon, and reſt 
Yours inthe Lord J F 9 us, 


* WILLIAM FENNER. 
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JI To the Chriſtian Reader, who de- 
ſireth to hold faſt the form of ſound 
words in faith and love, which is in 
Chr iſt. Jefus, and to advance Free- 
| - Grace above Free will. At 


{atherh hath 


K0/t admirably wiſe. and 
een the Lords care of his Chur 
in all ages; and whenthere were falſe 
SR Pro zhets. under the old Teſtament, 
the Lord had his ; EI to confute them, whom 
he made a defenced City, an Iron pillar, and 
brazen wals againſt all oppoſition. When the Divell 
ſtirred up Hymeneus, Philetus, and others, to un- 
dermine the truths of the Goſpel in the times f the 
'uew:Teſtament; The Lord raiſed and accompliſhed 
his Pauls to confound them alſo. Ton ſhall find 
| when the Churches of Chriſt are in 4 wilderneſle 
condition, and the Serpent caſts out of his mouth 
waters 2s a floud after the woman, that is, multitudes 
of unſound and Hereticall opinions, the tarth- hel- 
pt the woman, and opened her mouth, and ſwal- 
owed the floud which the Dragon caſt aut of. his 
mouth: that is, Jeſus Chriſt had. thoſe here that 


did encounter aud overthraw all falſe Doctrine, with 


and deſtroy the Churches. Beſides the four generai 
Councells, namely, that of Nice, * 4 


n 


4 


000 


is Saen 


which the Divell by his agents endeavoured to poyſon | 


Jera-at. | . | 


* 


it Tim. 1. 20. 


Rev. 12. 15. 
16. 


See learned 
Mr. Mead his 
excellem Boqk 
on the place. 
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Prerbyif of "Alexandria denying, thai the At ooh | 
N 6 


I Conſtamtinethe | 


Et 0 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


— 


1 About 4. D. | 
330. under 


great, vixn- 
2 About A. D. 


383. under 
Theodoſius. 


God was conſubſtantiall with the Father, and that | 
there was a time when he was not, was confuted, and 
truth obtained a victory there, God ſtirring up many | 
learned men to oppoſe him, 1 > 9604 of 

And in the ſecond, that of Conſtantinople, when 
there was a Macedonius who called the Holy Ghoſt 4 


creature, many were able by the power of truth to con- 


found him, 


3 About A.D. 
1 499. under 
Theodoſius the 
ſecond, not 
JG re- 3 but 


1800 e-. 
/ (wa A. D. 
456. under 
| Martiants, 


| | Caledon. 


Cent. 3. 


of arkneſs (wherewith Auſtin was leavened before 

chers to hinder the ſpreading and prevailing of it. 

Isny ef crit, there ſhould be an Athanaſius raiſed 
fd on ; 


And the third, when a Neſtorius, who * 
that the Virgin Mary could be called the mother of 
God, providence ordered it ſo, that then a Councell 
of learned Biſhops and Elders at Epheſus ſhowld 

left that opinion. And when an Eutiches (mho in 
a different way from Neſtorius, who denyed the per- 
ſonall Union of two Natures in Chrift) would have 
the immenſity of the Divine nature in Chriſt, that 
there was onely the Divine nature in him, another 
Councell at Calcedon overthrew him. | 

God had variety of champions to conteſt with the 
moſt ſnbtill and prevailing adverſaries, from hand 
to hand; particularly when there was Manes and Ma- 
nichzi , who rejected the old Teftament, and affir- 


| med that man fell not by voluntary defection, but of | 


722 becauſe mans body was made of the prince 


con ver ſion, ) The Lord bad Chryſoſtome and o- 


yen there mas an Atrius, who denied the Divi- 


When « Macedonins to oppoſe the hol Ghoſt then 


1 4 Baſil to break him. 


Whes 
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turall, an exciting, and 
This Doctrine was likewsſe condem- 


_ | voſt (wbtell adroer{ 4 By 
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ie te the Catholick faith. 
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To the Cluiſtian Reader; : 


* 


Throne of Free- grace, ben od would raiſe up an Ru- 
ſtine, (that great light of the Church in his time)to 
| depoſe that, & to reftore this to its crown & dignity. 

- Thus Pelagius was born in Britain the ſame day 
thatAuſtin in Aﬀeick;he was the firſt preſumptuous 
Advancer of the pride of Free-will. Hee did not 
thinke the grace of God 30 be neceſſary for the 
helping of Ftee-will for good things in every 
act. This was condemne 


equi voc ate in the word grace, acknowledging a na- 
after comverſion an aſſi- 
ſting grace. 
ned in the Synod of Paleſtina 1200 years ago, 
and therein Arminianiſm bild before is was born, by 
the ſtrengib of that ple, 1 Tim. 1. 9. | | 
This Pelagiushad hu Sthoters, Jatiais and Cx - 
leſtinus; Peſos Chriſt nud nos then leave Au- 
ſtin withows fore Diſciples to conflict with thuſe (as 
Chryſoſtome had hy Ogcumenius, Nr 
lact his Pediſſequi, his falomers) fo was there 4 
Proſper, aud Hilary Arelatenſis 2 enrbanter the 
old Maſsilians, and Semipelagians in France. 
And when there was 4 Fauſtus Regienſis (a 
who did of ely at. 
fend Pelagianifms in two Books of Free- will; The 
' Chunch ſbauld hatt à Fulgentius, and Petrus Dia- 


| When à Pelagius to advance Pre · will into the emp, 


in the Councell of 
Carthage, wherein indeed to ſave himſelf he did 


- | moſt excellent 


Challenge. 


D ers ex 
Walfilda refert 
codem die quo 
ille in Anglia 
natus, tenebras 


ſe: About 
An.D.418. 


. Note. 


| Sano ante- 
gaam nata Ar- 
minii opinio. 


i 


Vide learned 
ArchBi.#ſher's 


Diſcourſe of 


tis Anſwer to 
the Jeſuires 


About Au. D. | 


_ |] $29. 
| 4 : g 2 
ons #ewching ktex· wil e freccgræee, were not agveen-· 


; 
N 


1 


Fur- | 


Free-will , ing; 


n 


To the Chriſtian Reader. * 


a —_ —-— 


Church of Lyons confuted with a godly and learn- 


Further, about the Teer 850, one Johannes Sco- 
tus (not he which wrote upon the Sentences with ſo 
much oppoſition again Thomas Aquinas, but an- 
other) wrote 4 Book againſt Predeſtination which the 


ed Book. | | | 

One Godeſcalcus, a man of the Low-Countries, 
is reckoned in the number of this age,” about the yeer 
of our Lord 849, becauſe; he ſpake of Predeſtination 
perilouſly, to wit, That thoſe who were predeſti- 
nated to life by the decree of Gods predeſtination, 
were forced to.do well : and thoſe who were pre- 
deſtinated to condemnation, were forced by the 


Hincmarus and other learned men. 


decree. of God to do evill: but he was reſiſted by 


* 
» 3» * 


ocinus books de Miniſterio, and the Catechiſ- 


” 
* 


| | Helena, ſc. Media Scientia(homever Molina and o- 
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"To the Chin Reader, 


ther Popiſh Aut hours conteyd, as once the ſeven. Ca- 


ties did whoſe Homer was) there, to bx conceived. |-..: 
They will grant a Divina Præſcientia, bus dem de- 


cretum Divinum to paſs upon all things, leaving 


the will to it ſelf to produce its omn acts, . which in- 
aced is no leſs then à degree of Atheiſeus ſetting up the | | 


ſecond _ e into theThrone of the'firſt; Herein,amnd in 
divers other things the Arminians do tread in their 
ſteys, as wil appear to thoſe who examine Peltzius his 
book; the Hatmony of the Socinian and Arminians 
Doctrine. 7 wiſh, that bool mere in Engliſh, it 
would make many. hiuſb nom adaies to fee. how inco- 


gitantly ( hope that is the morſt in ny) they aue 


run themſelves into the Tents of Socinians and 
Arminians, and know not hom honourably. to re- 
ft at. 5 a 


eafe from France, (yon ſee ſpiritua Il as well as badily 
evils have come fram France) and aus Mr. Barret, 
who acted concurrentij with him i M G giwing 
the Heads of Colledges mit ie Vicc:changelo 
lot a pridept Jeal io oppoſe itmhey ſent up Hr. Tin- 
dall and Dr. Whitaker to complain to Arrli Biſbop 
Whitg ift, which begot that uſefull Book gf Articuli 
Lambethani.* . e Ae 10 11; 

The Leaven came then into the Netherlands and 


K. DT Ms. 4790 SIGHT Hi Hue 
Abou gear 1 e Packs Berg |. 
Trench man, had infected. Cambricdg wuth that diſ- 


2 


Peltyins his 
harmony of | 
| Soctn, and Ar- 
min. 


Note. 


Vide M. Pryns 
Antiarmin. 


* Soon after 
this journey, 


Dr. Whitakers 


(As learned King James ſaith) Arminius was the 
firſt' that infected Leyden with the Pelagian 


— — 


admirable concio ad Clerum , (rightly called bis Cygna4 Conicio J diſcovered and 
7 confured the chiefe points of eArmmianiſm therein. oven" 


2 — 


Hereſie. | | 


bleſſed foul re- 
turned to her 
eternal reſt, ha. 
ving not long 
* in an 
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To the Chiiſtian Reader. 


f Pelagianiſme 
. | oft called Hæ- 
reſis. Vide Dr. 
| Featiy s preface 
to his Pelag, 
I Red.Vid. Ameſ. 
caſ. Conſc. Fu- |, 
nius et Perkins, 
Who both were 
| in a year. 
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had converted him from Atheiſme, by re: 


Armimianiſme. As boar tb fame time, by that 


| being born (n falle) in che firſt, ed the 


= bein iallecians? 4 


, . chef = ; 1 
| — owing them over the wall a- hav 


A 5 Now he male nſo.of Barneveule in Holland, to 


„ Herefie f. Hewes « ftv freve,. and clear parted mas , 
and u it is aid of Ori gen, n — — 2 
us; ubi malè, nemo 0 ihere are ſame exct, 
diſcourſes # in his 0 pcs: and others as del; 
e to the Covenant of Grace, ſhattering all 
links of the golden chaine of our ſalvation which 
i the great evill of Arminianifin. From 4 your 
> Junius preſaged of bim, that _— 
a ve ll, or moſt pernicious inſtrument in 
| che 0 Chrif. 25 this Junius (when the Lord 


the beginnig of the rſt Chapter of che | 
| of Tele, wherein he (ay ſuch” majeſty, #he he 
thought that the Lord did therein: detonate ab al- 
to) the Eort gave 4 (overaign antidote to his 
Church in thoſe parts, againſt the infection of 


glorious light, Miſter Porkins'm Encland;. whom 
the Lord made a Aalleus both of Papiſts and Ar- 
minians, and by more clear and * 
diſcoveries of Chriſt, made the deep m 

ol ſpeculative, and the heavenly ſecrees — 
call Divinity, to meet in the Pulpit; and all tbiis 
in a lietle time; (for he lived bet about 44 Years, 


laſt of Queen Elizabeths reign. Oh Bonn uch 
HI the Divell wilt be coin won 


bring 


_— 
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| To che Ohniſtian Reader. 


bring Religion to ſerve State purpoſes, And ſo 
— — —— deſigne there. . Theſe 45 
ferences about the pomer af Frrt· mil, and ſuch 
things as hang upon that (for there is the primum 
movens) nom came to be reduced to five Articles, 
which begate the conference at Hague, betwixt both 
| parties, which is reported both iy Braid ius, and 
' About this time came up the name of Remon- 
ſtrants, r the name Proteſtant had formerly. 
Whereupon Dr. Ames (once Fellow of Chriſts 
Colledg in Cambridg, but in Doctor Carcy's 
time then Maſter of that place, it grew too 
for bim, he not complying with the preſent Ce- 
remonics, aud baving Preached a Sermon at 
the Univerſiry Church againſt playing at Cards, 
7 * — then be — was — the 
[poſe and of Divine providence c in- 
eros arts, where 2 Auſtine of that 
time and place) he did graple with all the Pa- 
trons of Free- will. And as an Appendix to 
that conference at Hague, ( as it is ſer forth by 
Brandius ) wrote that excellent book: of bis Co- 
ronis. Bat ftill Arminius hs aiſciples acted 
fo their 5 
others ſo diſtracted thoſe Churches, that there was 
4 nece ſaity of calling a Synod , which God 
gave them as a happy remedy, An. Dom. 
1618, 
Oh the unwearitd. activity of adverſaries to the 


cauſe of Chrift (which ſhould make others bluſh 


effected. 


Bertius, Grevinconius, and 


A. D. 1618. 


As the name 
Proteſtant was 
given firſt to 
the princes free 
Cities of Ger- 
many that 

ſought Refor- 


Diet at Spiro, 
An. D. 1529. 
and from them 
paſſed to us 
and other 
Countries 
where it was 


Synod of Dort, 


to move ſo heavily in aſſerting the W 


Free- 


mation in the. 
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We 


ſtrants. | | wy 
'|- About the Teer 1627 Mr. Montague, 4 man of 


rte · grace) before me coald underſtand what the An- 
itremonſtrants in the Synod ut Dort fully intended, 
we hall from bine: Remonſtr mtr Mcta Synodalia; 4 
Book: indeed that erqalred ùn Ames to anſwer it 
(which: hee huth dane moſt: learnedly) where you 
Have Magnum in Parvo, a great ſoul in a little 
body, à great deul of form in à liitle matter (4s 
in his Bellarminus cnervatus-:) that being done 57 


the Fruteruity, with contrurrumt indeauours; and 


the quinteſſence of the beſt wits amongſt the Remon- 
efeatleunving; and being backed by tht then Duke 
of Buckingham," oper: 

almoſt ſaid Popiſli) pack, when the Lord uſed Bijhop 
Carleton, Doctor Featly, Doctor Preſton aud 0+ 


thers, as happy inſtiiumeuts to diſcover: his adulte. 
rate! Wares 9 K. VIS er d N.. 0 
1nd; Lately there Kaufs er 4 new. brood df ſuch as 


K yo an, ENTS 
low: of Clare-Hall, Maſter William Channel Fel- 
lam H, hriſts Colledg (as the many Pupils that wer? 
by him or noi hie beſt knows: ) but men are more confir- 


anſwerable actings in the 


Books, or Sermons, they had there Robert Abbot, 
Twiſſe, Prideaux, and other Works to ſuppreſs them; 


— * * 3 


his Arminian (and I H 


diu aſſert Arminianiſme, as Dutch Tompſon Fel- 


Alminianid ad ander his tuition doth ſhow ; whethis 


med intheir ſuſpicion —n, — they heard of his 
Iniverlity in Ireland 
Bat ftill; as in Oxford, when there: was. any dun- 

ger of ſpreading Armini aniſum, whether in Acts, 


So in Cambridge, God gave us lately Davenant and 
464 Wa did victuriouſiy enter the lifts with the 
-992'1 ' moſt 
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| To the Chriſtian Reader. ? 


that bitter weed could never take deepe rooting in 
any of theſe three kingdomes, and thrive very 


| Arch-Biſhop Uſher to cruſh it there. And 4 
mighty man-in theſe Controverſies, Doctor Twiſſe 
(another Auſtine ) to ſuppreſſe it in England. As 
learned and induſtrious Mr. Rutherford and others 
have done their parts ſucceſſefully in Scotland, But 
alas, Arminius nom appears among ſt us, not ſo much 


tings. 


the Lutheran Ubiquitaries, that he found them u- 
bique, every where to vex and moleſt him; ſo may we 
— (O that we could with brokenne(ſe of heart 

ewaile it) that aur Univerſaliſts are almoſt uni- 
verſally ſpread amongſt us: It is gotten into aur Ne- 
therlands, much into the fenniſh and mooriſh parts 
of this kingdom, yea amongſt many people that love 


moſt confident adverſaries of Free-grace. And 


ruitfully. There was in Ireland 4 moſt learned 


in the Schooles and Pulpits, as in popular mee- 


Who were 4 


ra prima = 
— ny 


For, as Lanchius complained with much regret of 


Feſus Chriſt, and therefore entertain it, as concei- 
ving it moſt for his Honour (the more they are to 


not Gods way of advancing Chriſt, and you recover 
them) it is now in po | 40 
worthies a the Author of this following Treatiſe 
( bleſſed be the Father of mercy, the Fountaine of 
every good and perfect gift, for his and many others 
| fruitfull labours) who may condeſcend, te, parley 
[with - Chriſtians at their Tables, in their ſhops, 
| to foll 


be pitied, and to be inſtructed with a ſpirit of 
meekneſſe; ſhew them by Scripture evidence this 1 


hands, we need fuch 


ow them at the plow( as Reverend Mr. Green- 
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ham was wont to do) endeavonring to rectifie and 


faries, that he might have the more advantage a- 


reduce them. 25 
Hie knew how to deale wiſely with ſubtile ad ver- 


conſiſtency to his owne principles, that ſo he might 
the more eaſily confound theirs ;, onely you will be ſo 
candid as to conſider that herein he ſpeakes ad popu- 
lum; and therefore as the ancient Fathers, of- 
ten uſeth the liberty of ſpeaking like a Preacher, rather 
then as 4 Doc tor of the Chaire. | | 

I reckon this a very ſtrong argument to confute 
the power of Free- will to any ſpirituall action in a 
gracious manner, the mofull experience of mint 
owne wretched heart, being naturally ſo deſperate- 
ly wicked, oppoſite to any ſpirituall goad; But this 
will nut convmce others ( ontly by the way I would 


gan them; grants them as much as he could with 


Eccleſ. 12. 11. 


John 5-35 


know how it comes to paſſe, if Arminius his Doctrine 
be true, that we have Free- will to chooſe that 
which is truly good, why Arminians are not all 
very good men? Will not this be un aggravation 
againſt them as the dreadfuil day of judgement? 

Therefore the Lord is moſt admirably gracious in 
iving us ſuch Maſters of the Aſſemblies to faſten 
25 Scripture truths as may Hold us faſt and cloſe 
Mer the Covenant of Grace. An (as 
Fe was a bleſſing to the Colledg where hee was 
fellow, of Pembrooke Hall in Cambridge ( which 
bh bien u fruitfull nurſery to this Church, and 


n Orient” ti rhe Univerſity ) and fler 4 


Ine Be: 
22 ed mach in Preaching in an Evangelicall 


way, 
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way, fern place to place, as pitying many 
— ſeduced ſoules under blind and fupertvion 
w 
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Miniſters. The Lord fill Meir Id ith com 

paſsion to them, ibo have power in rhtir hands to 
12. them, that ſo millions do not periſh for want 
4 O - 


viſion. 


im at Rochford in Eflex, where he did ſpeak and 
do great things to the honor of Free-grace; He 
lived there wore by acting vigorouſly to his great 
Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, iz 4 few years, then 
moſt of us his Brethren do in many. 

O that we who are left behinde in theſe confli- 
cting times, could more punctually and cloſel 
follow his example; It & wot ſtudying the — 
leſſe fopperies of Popery, nor the immerſing 
our minds wholly into ſome dry diſputes concerning 
ſome externalls and formes about Religion, ( as 
— many do now a dayes, being engaged in à par- 
ty ) that will ſpirituallize us or our hearts ſo 
| mech as Studying and Preaching over the Co- 
venant of Grace; The myſterous and heavenly 
ſecrets of the Goſpell rightly opened and _ 2 
plyed, will by Gods bleſsing breed a Goſpell ſpi- 
rit in thee, leave a gracious tincture upon the 
ſpirits of Teachers and Hearers; whereas poſ- 
| ſibly for want of this, there may be a leg all tart- 
| ſeverity in the Spirits and Tongues of 4- 
ble and good men. 

The gracious and powerfull Lord who onely 
teacheth to profit, annoynt all his Saints with 
that holy unction that they may be able to diſ- 


| ÞAfterwards the noble Earl of Warwick fixed 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
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cern of things that differ, clearly to di ſtingui 
. — and J And Tha Fo gt 
this and other happy purpoſes, bleſſe — 
this ſavourly acute and ſolid Treatiſe, ſhall be the 
earneſt Prayer of him, | 


Who is thine in and for 
the Lord eſus. 


Tromas Hirr. 
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He reaſon why the wicked do not repent nor 
come out of their ſins, is not becauſe th 
cannot (though they camo) but becauſe they 

will not. Page. 6. 

Demonſtrations to prove it. 
The wicked 2e have power to repent, but will not do 
according to their thoughts, 15 12 
T. Tha will not try whether they can repent or no, id 
hey refuſe heh help which God offers them, 5 p. 8 
Tho _ not uſe the power which God Path, given 
279 2 — — by the means afforded them, 2 
eir cannot is very voluntary, p. 11 
They are content with their cannot, Pp. 12 
The firſt Ground of the Doctrine 


Every man can do more good then he dorh, and ſhun more 
e evill then he doth, p.13 
This appears by theſe following 

Conſiderations. + 
If a man can do more then he doth;; nothing can hinder 
him bar his will, Be ibid. 
If a man can do more then be does, and yet will not, he 
muſt meds voluntarily linder hinoſelf from _—_ — 


| which he cannot, 
"I 
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rt Partic. 
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2 Ground. 


II Demon. 
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1 If a man will not FA the be can, wither will be the rr 


— 


be cannot if be could p.15 


e 2 at hi will. 


— mſelf for his periſhing, 
_— to prove the firſt Ground. 
3 = coop aips ag a 
Tuntary doing no more — Tete. they do, p.17. 
Becauſe — there were no roam for praiſe or diſpraiſe, 
p.18 
Becauſe = wonle ar room 3 Spore ＋ the Ma- 


p. 16 


yet 6.15 not dus nature ro commer tus fone ut t his 


aua in this manner P-19, 
4 wicked man gau da man 4 5 Ys auſe a —.— re- 
e dhe. dot h. 


gedercta ma maya 
be Ground further proved by Pariculacs. 
The will hath damiuian over ell the outward aft: hs the 


member. P. 20 
Every mau hath Seal! 2 ions in him by which he may 
d4o more mou then be h, and ſhun more evill then he 


dot h | p. 22 
G i hath given to every man uaturali caunſell aud natural 
reaſon and Prudence p. 
That 15 firſt i in oraler high 4 4 uetural] aud 4 erwards that 
| which s 1 ſpirituall and if a man Abele he kicks... 


4 will not. N 
» Tha &cand G. 
Every PE: man is [lothfull and. — p- 27 
Five Demonſtrations to prove it. 

E very wicked man doth i imagine more cuserl. theh, he's 1 
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Fut an impoſſibility is a cant „ p. 2 
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F. u — 7 very abilities int0 Eannuors, p. 29 
doth voluntarily nail kinsfelf unts cannot, ibid 
| He puttetih farth by halves that power which he hath, 


There is more in a Wicked man then by reaſon of fle ggibar 
he putteth forth. p. 31 
Six arguments to prove this. 
Itza ſi ne it is in him 


ibid 
Becauſe when God deth convert a ſi were doth not per in 


ue w powers and faculties into the ſoul, ibid. 
Becauſe he can ſhew as great power otherwiſe, p.32 
Becauſe he can ſhew it too when he liſt p. 3 
Becauſe the rod is able to whip it out of him; | bot 


Becauſe he can do an hundned times more when he is leaſed 
1 
Becauſe he ey ew it in Hell, viz. That it was in him — 
more then he did p- 35 
A wicked man will not ſet himſelf to uſe all the MEANS that 
he may, \ Þ.3B 
A wicked man may we the means that Ged bath appoint» 


ed as means p. 


| Becauſe*tis rhe very nature of means to come het een ones 


can and his cannot ibid. 


| Becauſe God doth not ex har man lile a company of flocks 


and ſtones but as men that are edifrable by bin mordr, 


God will not bate a farthing of theprice he ſets thee at, 
God 
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a ng 

Becanſe Gods anger is very reaſonable, +1 44Þ14d 
Beoanſe Gods offer of bis 2 to the W — 
2 

Retanſo Gods reproofes are v e 85 3 
His condemnation muſt be wilfull, that will not — the 
_ | p.44 

Proved by three Arguments 

God will not help that man by a miracle to go, that hath 
Legs to go, and will not did. 
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God will never be brought one of his wall. to ſhew thee any 


or give thee any grace. | P46 
meren,o” Send without a diligent uſe 


Gods Kingdome cannot 
of the means. | 5 p- 48 
| Reaſons of it. | | 
Becunſe heaven is an end, and an end can never be gotten 
without means, | ibid. 
od hath annexed it to the means, ibid. 


very ſoul muſt give an account before God how he hath 
uſed the means, . ibid. 
God will not ſet up another door into heaven for any man 
in the world, p49 
Further proofes, and encouragements to uſe 
the means. 15 

Some of the means that God hath appointed, you may do them 
without labour, p.49 
Some of the means that God bath appointed are eaſier then 
them, ibid. 
Some of the means are eaſier yet, i Þ.50 


| Some of the means of grace, its harder to omit them then to 
uſe them, ibid. 


Some of the means of grace, be they hard, yet they are but 


hard, they are not _— for you to uſe, ibid. 
63 Objections. 

The firſt Ob jectious drawn from the Scriptures, which ſay 
they cannot, p. 1 


T be Sripture Scpeaks of five cannots,1.Of a naturall can- 


© not.2.Of a deliberate connot.3.0Of a judiciall cannot. 4. Of 
A compounded cannot. J. of a bumbling cannot, p. 5 1. &c. 


Thou wouldſt ( as thos pretendeſt) but thou canſt not. Per- 
haps its the will of thy conſcienet, and not the will of thy 
heart. 2. May be it's a copulative will, —_— and 
ſome luſt, godlines and ſome luſt. 3. May be thou haſt a 
woulding will, t hit is no will bat onely a velleiry.q. May 
be thou haſt a generall Metaphyſicall wil; but to come to 
particulars, there thou wilt not. 5. Thon haſt no true will, 
becauſe if thou didſt will, t hou couldſt. p. 5 5. &c. 
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| Thou defreff to e bit art mit able 1 

i Wh can tell beſt what is in thee, br NOTRE). ? 

| Bae the reaſon of this miſt ake is, 1. Thou A putative or 

468. > My deſires, . oft.2 Th haf 
1- Aeßrer 3. Thom 


* wanderin 2 Keen, aud 
bee, thou am miſtaken, 
7 bo reſolveſt andiaft Les parpoſer;but oh how. ne 
perform them. 5 
17; beſe purpoſet thed [peakeſt of ure ony RY 
j cure. f. Becauſeits only to ſhuffle off the wi 12 25 
preſent. 2. Thi will for hereafter ic no will, Nane it 
goes without Gds. 3. I & no will, becauſe thun Galt 
: = e thoſe ſuppſitions that thou willeFt upon. 
them ſuppfe l thou. ſhalt have 


nor 


wk 


will but a mockery, 

ibid. 
Thou laboureſt toſ rve God and to be fen wa V 
Ts is this labour ir grace and beaver,” when thou labonreſt 


ter. 3. Thy vil for h er ig n 


nurion wilflund rhy ruiur wifi. 
Hence alſo it folowes, 1. T hat Jour 
2. Ton 1 just. 3. Tour daſtraction 


Eu 
it ine xcuſabl.ꝗq. Jour deftruttion' is unavoydabie. y. Tour 
Almen eu 6. Four ee bs s grievons, 


P. 63 
Applications 


A* 25 | 
— 2. Thow ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalt be fitter leg | 


7 idely ? wheefore thy rmpenitenry es: are dam- | 
4 eden 1. * — | 


Thou canſt weve be humbled winleſs ban betrive my ent; 
a man is neer humbled as _y as 4 eæcuſes — 
Now F irſt, obo excſef 


Uſer. 
Of Inſtru- 
ction. 
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.64 
+ 1 af for 417 Tran 2 be. 
Ades original, bid. 


Now thou excueſt thy ſelf from oviginall fin r00; Lord 1 
would be wibout fin but 1 cannot, 


p- 55 
R * excueht rhy ſelſe for every fin ': hen rake all 
, ur to & not len bat informieces, . * 


N ee commnde$t thy * 15 then — 


2 Exonſe.' 


3E gert. | 


4 E xenſe. 
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de 5 This diſcovers the deceit fulneſs of thy hart, 


25 | 32 5 not fo ma * r 4 pr toGod for a will ; tho 


art ſo pond that rhou concri ueſt + thus 5 be bang, 


I, 6 
Nay bes lay Alete blame <p W. NO. 68 
| Firſt berauſe tho caſteſt the blame , nature; = "7; na- 
ture and I cannot, ibid. 
Second! .thox doſt caſt the blame vpontcmpt ations ; 1. my 
har hap to fall upontemptations, ET F. 7. 
2 alt ene the Famer; ee 


very ibid. 
12 hou layels the blame upon the” — — 
Af it mere, any, commandement. but this 1. would * — 


23 layſe the Heme "pon il demi. 
ibi 
May þ xrhty, char fedelt fault with al. Gods proceedings, 


8971 


p 2 
Firſt. t bos warlaſt very fain, if Cod wodd. enable, > up 
ay on thy bears does len here lic auto God K ibid. 


e hereby thou aodgeſt with God; a * — 


or 


Thirdly, hereby thou bel off rhe fn 
"ibid 


heard it, 


Uſe This peint-cals for great humiliation'; : ON 
Uſe 3 1 Here lies cſpeialh ly the priac of the 1e in mens cau- 
nots hut their will nat, p. 74 
2 Here lies ef, ially the landing of the hart, ibid 
3 1255 lies 25 ially the ſtubbornes of the hart, p.75 
4 HH, ere lies the bega defpif inge of the Cmmandement: 
| fG 45 thid| 
Uſe 4. To Weller the chenk falueſ 2 godly, an kts 123076 
Uſes. - ' A ſeaſonable Item te all Rebellinus ſpirits, ibid. 
1 C oſid. 1 It it not enough that thou baf — files in — 
Hut then muſt willingly ſtandaut MI 
2 Conf. E 2 der the very Saints of God chat hate not halfe Kh, 
| many will-nets as ge, that aal. mor truely at 4 
| 3 7 | cannot 
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Nay. fowrthly conſider there's wa greater ſhame then tg mate 
Sr. felſs, e e homo fi 1 WE 
5 Conſider if you would but vex your own ſoule with this 
 ſertous confederation, it would maks you kick your luſt 
; under foot, ibid. 


| The danger of baſe Pleas and Pretences. 
1 This ſame pleading is thecanſe why you are lazy and idle 
in the uſe of the means, viz.becauſe you ſuffer your hearts 
to plead,oh we can not do it, p. 79 
2 This ſame pleading brings up an evill report upon piety 
' and Codlinee, ibid 
3 This ſame pleading is a murmuring againſt God, q. d. 
why does God give me ſuch commandements that I cannot 
obſerve ? | p.8o 
4 This is the ſawcieſt excuſe of all excuſes, ibid. 
Nay fithly, here lies the reaſon why Divines ſay that the 
- converſion of a is an harder wor then the creation 
| of heaven and earth. Firſt becauſe, p.81 
Here is the ſame difficult y that was in creation, for God 
makes a ¶ on bert of nothing, ibid 
As there was nothing præe xiſtent in the creation to help, ſo 
there was nothing to reſiſt ; but here is ſomething to reſiſt, 
the will it reſſteth, | p. 82 
The danger of ſticking at a will- not is 
] further cleared. | 
1 If you will not, Gods Miniſters have diſcharged their du- 
ties, and have left your blood on your own hands, p.$3 
2 If you-will not the Goſpel hath delivered its errand, ye are 
guilty of your own everlaſting perdition, p.84 
N ay thirdly if you will not, The blood of Feſus Chriſt hath 
done that it came for, © 0 ibi 


3. Conſider the more ſhamefmll one ſin ts, the more reaſon ta be | 


3 Conſid. | 
4 Conſid. 


1 Reaf. 


ibid. 
4 If you will not, you murder your own ſoules, p.35 | 
| A 


5 Conſia. 
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75 ; | cher they | 
\ Hake Revd Wiler, " p86 | 
re never fin a inſt Goſpel, hut 15 upon wil noti, ibid 
e den fg Got Dk 8 upd wines, 559 
3 Conſcience can never condemn us but only upon 1 s, | 
4 God'can never be angry with us but only upon will-nots | 
; ibid. 
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be end ofthe Table. 


Yiim 


WILFUL 


IMPENITENCY 


The Groſſeſt 
SELF-MURDER. 


Ez k k. 18. 37, 


For why will ye die, O ye Houſe of Iſrael ? &c. 


8 HE Wicked in this Chapter diſpute againſt 
N God; The fathers have eaten ſowr Grapes, 

and the childrens teeth are ſet on edg. Our 

Fathers have ſinned, and we are puniſbed: 

a common cavill in every naturall mans 


| 2 when its urged. Adam fell, and his poor 22 


ſmart for it: If God will needs damn us, he may, 

have no power for to help it: for ho hath re ref ed bis 
will? This is mans Syllog iſm. - 4 God, who might ſend man 
to hell for anſwer, anſwers calmly : 

1. By abjuration; As 1 live, ſaith the Lord, ye ſeal 
nor have occaſion to uſe this Proverb any more in Hari: 
verſe 3. 

2. By an Aſſertion : The ſoul that finnith, it ſhall. die, 
ver. 4. No ſoul ſhall die but only the ſame that doth ſin. 

3. By explication of himſelf : 
5 right, he ſhall live, ver.5, 6. If he have been never ſo 
wicked. „yet if he return, he Bull not die, ver. 21. 


C 4. By 


In particulars. | 


Fo 


If a man do that which | 


The Diviſion 
of the Text. 


Gods calm an. 
ſwer to their 
forward cavils, 


0 — 


. 


br Wilfull Impenitency 


Four things | 
{ very obſerva- 


ble. 


Iſraels perdi- 
tion not from 
God,but from 
it (elf. 


f appealing to their conſciences D Have I any plea- 
fare 22 * A wicked ſhould die, ſaith the Lord, and 
vor that he ſhould return and live ? ver. 23. Have I any 
pleaſure > I appeal to all your conſciences; Have I any 
pleaſure at all, that the wicked ſhould die? 

5. By rerorting :: Hear nom, O houſe of Iſrael, Is not 
my Way equall ? or, Are not your Wayes rather unequall ? 
Vets 2575. _ we. =. 1 

6. By a benelufm: Theriforę I will judge pos, O bode | 
of Tſrael, every one according to his Wayes, vet. 30. 

7. By a finall deciſion' of the whole Controverſie : Re- 
pent and turn your ſelves, &c. ſo iniquity ſhall not be your 
ruine : Caſt. away from you all, &c. For Why will yee 
die, &c. g 

Where we have theſe foure things. 

1. God diſclaimes all cauſe of their damnation from 
his ſecret will: I have no pleaſure in the death of him that 
ayerb. | w_ * 

2. He removes all cauſe of their deſtructioꝝ from his 
heveated will ; Repent and tuen your ſever, &c. 0-Th:qui 
ty ſhall nor be your ruine; Caſt away, & - 
J. He d;/avows all cauſe of their deſtructiom from his 
permiſſive will, as though that were guilty, pr acceſſory 
to it; they tan have no colour why they ate not wroughi 

Don : Hake you nem heurt, and a new dict: Make ; 
The fault lies not at his door;'no, it lies at your door, 
Make you a new heart, . 
4.  Hecaſts all the cauſe of their deſtraction upon their 
own rebellious wils. Why will ye die, O honſe of Tfracl ? 

. What is the cauſe you live in your fins, ind die, 
and periſh in your ſins ? is it becauſe I am nor mercifalli 
you know I am gracious, and full of mercy, and ready | 
ro forgive; why then, bby Will ye die, O honſe of Iſrael? 

. Is it becauſe I am ſwift to rrvege? you know I 
am ſtom to anger, and give you a warning before 7 con- 


fame you; why then will ze die, O honſe of Iſrael? 
3. Is it becauſe I will deſtroy you for Ala, or M. 


naſſes, 


| 


XN 


the Lamb of God, Chriſt Jeſus was ſlain for you from 


1 


the graſſeſt gelfe murder. 


naſſer, or Zedekiabe, or Adam: (in, quaſi canis pecra- 
tum ſus dependeret ? you know that if the ſon walk not 
in the fathers ſin, I uſe to receive him, you can beat 
me witucſſe; I call you to à e covenant : Whythen 
will ye die, O luuſe of lat?! . gi: 

4. Is it becauſe ye have no Saviewr ? you know that 


2 beginning ef the world, that you may be ſaved upon 
ath. © | 

J. Is it becauſe ye thavewopower ? ye know offer 
you grace and power, and ye will not have it: i chen 
will ye die? ö 


will je, &c. Is it for this cauſe, or that cauſe, or that? 
or what caule is ĩt 2. No cauſe on Gods fide; no, ye may 
thank. your own wils if you'periſh ; this, this only accu 
ſeth you, you will nat be ruled: you are careleſſe of Gad, 
(hrift, Grace, and you will beſo; ye ate vain, and car- 
nall, and obſtinate, and ye will beſo ; Wo unto thee, O 
feruſalem ; wilt thou not be made clean when ſball i 
once be? Jer. 13.7. Ne does not fay, Wo ubto thee Je-: 
ruſalem, canſt thou not be mau clean ? but wiit thou 
pot be made clean ? 17 5601 
Preſuppdſitions not to be miſtaken. 
1. Its true, that a wicked man cant repent, not 


be converted of himſelf; but this cammer, do's not hin- 
der him. If a wicked mans cannot did hinder him, he 
might excuſe himſelf before the Tribunull of Chriſt; 
Lord, thou knoweſt 1 did my beſt, I would have been ru- 
led by thy word, but I could not; 1 would have been 
humbled and reformed better then I was, but I could vor: 


If a wicked mans cannat did hinder him; he might ex- 


cherwiſe chaſe. Though it was not in thy power not to be 
born in original ſin,: yet * 
. 


cuſe himſelf thus : But alas be is not abie to ſay 


thus, 


without peremptory dyong ; Lord, I could not chuſe but do 
wickedly : I moſt wretchedly, but Icould not o- 


2 


the to com- 


6. Some Authonrs alledge five why's more. Why | 


— 


Rev. 13.8. 
John 3. 16. 


Id unum vo- 


accuſat, reſipiſ< 


cere non vult is. 


I Preſuppoli- 
tion not to be 
miſtaken. 


reprobatur à 
Deo ; tamen 


labatur, ex ejus 
libero arbitrio 
contingit : unde 


Licet aliquis | 


am 4% qui 
ud in hoc vel 
gy = wud 


& merits fibi 


2 4. 4 Ce tio MIME 


4 
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Wilfull Tmpenitency 


in culpam impu- 
tatur. 

44. par. 1. qu. 
ad Arr. 3. reſp. 
23. Arg. terti- 
um. 


2. Preſup. 


3. Preſup. 


mit ſuch groſſe actuall fins? In Prov. i. 29. 4 hated 


. | Lwould, but God mould not: But they cannot caſt it up- 


knowledge, they did not chuſe the feare of the Lord. They 
did not uſe any liberty of will to ichuſe that which was 
What, was it becauſe they could not ? no, for 
albeit they could not, yet that was not the cauſe : No, 
They would none of my counſell, they deſpiſed all my re- 
proofe,v. 30. Marke; The reaſon why they did not 
chuſe, was not becauſe they could not chuſe, but be- 
cauſe they would not. | 

Its true, God doth not give them power to beleeve, 
and to be renewed : but can they ſay, Though 7 would 
ſeriouſly, God would not? were they able to ſay thus? 
Though I deſired it heartily, God would not give me 
grace; then they had ſome colon to caſt it upon God: 


on him. How often would I have gathered thee together 
even as rhe Hengathereth her chicken dbut thon wouldſ# not. 
1 would, ſaid God; but you would not; nay, How of- 
ten would I but you woold not ꝰ Mat. 23. 37. Though 
God be not ſd willing as to give them all power to beleeve 
and be ſaved; yet he is orehand with them. 

Its true, if the wicked ſhould wil as far as they are able 
to will, yet their will were not able full out; but this 
doth not excuſe them, becauſe God alwaies reſolved to 
be aforehand with them. Indeed, as in Mat. 25. 29. God 


©, | dreggs ef Pelagianiſme. Vet however, all this is a moſt 


gives his ſervants this rule by which he ever goes to- 
wards them, Unto every one that hath, ſhall be given, and 
be ſbal have abundance ; ſpeaking of things in eodems gene- 
re. But to apply it to a man inthe ſtate of nature, is to 
ſay, Grace is given according to workes:which is the very 


enconraging intimation.''\'Let any man uſe the power that 
God gives him, and he ſhall have more; as he that 
takes paines for Learning: As he that uſeth meanes to 
increaſe his —_— nd in ordinary providence, thatthe 
hand of the 5 makes reh. Ne that uſeth a penny 
well, makes it 0 pence; hee that uſeth two pennies 
very well, makes it a groat. So 


n 


Sc.. 


9 


ie gvofſeſt Self-murier. 


So that, though there be not ſuch an Infallibilis nex- 
us, that God hath bound himſelfe in the uſe ef our natu- 
rall abilities to add ſupernat urall graces ; yet undoubted- 
ly he will never be wanting to promote any good worke, 
till men neglect or contemne. And this leaves men who/! 
without excaſe, and ſhews, it is not their cannot, but their 
will not, which betrayes them to their ſpirituall loſſes , 
namely, their wi full rejecting of Gods gracious offers. 

Its true, God gives the wicked but one Talent, when 
he giveth his children foure, two at the leaſt; but they 
cannot ſay, he is awffere; reaping where he ſowed not, 
gathering where he ſtrewed not. No, There's the ſame 
proportion between on? Talent, and gathering one more, 
as there is between two, and the cacheting of two others 


You know that they are teady to complain, as Chrift 
ſhewsitin the Parable. ''' Lord, I Hei that thou waſt an 
hard man, reaping where thou haſt not ſown, and gathe- 
ring where thou haſt not ſtrowed : But ye remember alſo 


| the Lords anſwer, Thos wicked and ſlothfull ſervant, 


&c. Mar. 25. 26 Marke; he''cafts the blame upon his 
wilfulueſſe, that he would not take pains for to trade. 
So the wicked complain, Alas, God hath not ſon any 
power of converſion in my heart, and will he look for to 
reap it? This is auſtereneſſe and hardneſſe of dealing. Oh 
thou wicked and ſlothfull ſervant, &c. Why didſt 
thou not trade with the Talent that I gave ' thee? One 
Talent ſhould beget one, as well as two beget two, &c. 
But Igave thee it, and thou buriedſt it in the earth, 
and haſt - bin- earthly with it. I gave thee kyowleadge, 
and thou haſt hid it in the earth, and not traded for refor- 
mat ion according to it, &c. Alas, thou canſt not plead a 
cannot, but only a will not. ROT 4A 
Its true, that if one wicked mans will be more willing 


then another, it is not from himſefe, but from God. For | 


what haſt thou that thou haſt not received? 1 Cor. 4.7. Its 


in 


God that maketh one wicked man to differ from another | 


_ 


4. Preſup. 
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Mat. 4:41. 


| DoF. 


* 


tian doth net. I grant, it was God that did make them 


0 


| ked man is more wil full, another is leſſe. Its God that 


to handle it 2 ao; chou mon lit lit, and thou wo 


_ * 


tongue, that thou ſhouldeſt tell a lie to the Holy Ghoſt ꝰ 


in goadneſſe, and tobeberver —— One wicked 
man is a dr ard, and another is better, & c. One wice 
makes this difference; yet notwithſtanding its his own 
fault, that he is not /o good as his neighbour, eſpecially 
when he ſits under better. heipes then his nei r. The | 


men of Niniveh ſhall riſe up againſt this generation, and | 
Hall condemn it, becanſe they repented ar the preaching. of 


fexah, andibthold, a greater then Jonah is here. See, this 
generation was Werye then Niniveh : Niziveh repenred 
a great way, even in ſabglotbh and aſhes; but this genera- 


do more then this generation doth do. For all would 


be alike wil full, if it were not for him. But yet this gene- 


ration cannot plead in judgment, Lord, thou waſt not 
ſo gracious unto us, as to Nini? No, Jeſus Chriſt 
expreſly telleth them, Niniveh ſhall riſe up in judgment 


. 


niveh Would, but you would not. Our Saviour Chriſt 
aſcribes it to their wilfulueſſe, that they were nat do | 
willing as Miaiveh. Niniveh u, but vas wi no. | 
Thus you fee che ſuppoſnions, wich 1: beſcech you 
tememher as we go, leaſt perbaps you miſtake us. 


T he reaſon why the wicked do nor repent nor come out of \ 


not) bur becanfy they will not. 110 

Peter faith to A{nanias, Why bath Satan thy 
bear t to lie co the haby:Ghoft, to keep hank part of mm price 
of the Lawd? Vu it not once in thy. power? Before thou 
didſt promiſe, *twas in thy power whether thou wouldſt 
promiſe ox no; did any. forceshee to mie and when 
thou hadſt prew/ea; did any ſyueęse the hie ont of thy 


did any drag thy pagers to the money}; and Force thee 
ſinger it: J = 


their finnes, is not becanſe they cannot ( thowgh they cu 


* 
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The groſſe#t Self enurder. 


1. The wicked think | | 
will not doe wWweording te theit thought. What's the 
reaſon they preſume to repent another time, but be- 
cauſe they thinke they have power? whar's the reaſon 
they hope to repent on their death beds, bur becauſe 
they thinke they have power; or at leaſt, that they are 
fable to bep power of Chriſt peſus? Now by their own 
thoughts God will convince them, that they do not give 


atlirtle more flvep, het 'a little more flamber, yet a little 
more folding of the hands to ſteep; the ſluggard, he thinks 
he can rife time enough, and do all his buſineſſe e're 
night, eh he lie à little longer, and therefore does he 
e to e à While longet; So thou art lothi to come 
out of thy ſinnes yet, time enough yet, thinkſt thou; 
thou haſt ſecrer thoughts thou art able to ſhift for Hea- 
ven afterwards; Tuſh, an anbappy yourh may make a 
good WR max; and if young Saint an old Divell. Hence 
ir isi that klie 2 cart plead, Did not David com- 
| wiraduleery too? as though he could get np againe as 
welt as he. The Hunke, Was not Noah drunk > as 
though he were able to repent as well as he. The T heife 
on the Croſſe, Did not he repent at laſt gaſpe? as though 
he could ſhift as well at laſt: ſo they: thinke they can 
leave off their ſins for a need; and therefore the reaſon 
why they do not, is only becauſe they will not. He that 
thinks he hath a hundred pound of his own in his purſe, 
and yet will not give a poor body a half penny: what's 
the reaſon he will not open his purſe to give? becauſe 
he cannot? No, he thinks he hathit, and can; but he 


thou wilt not. 

2. Demonſtration; becauſe thou doſt not ſo much 
as try whether thou canſt or no: therefore thou doſt not 
ſtick at a cannot, but a will not. When à Maſter bids his 
ſervant carry a ſack of corne to the Mill, I cannot, ſayes 


— 


have power, and yet they | 


over their ſins, becauſe they will not; like the fluggard, Ter 


— 


1 Demonſt. 


thinke they 
have power to 
repent. 


Prov. 6. 10. 

All the freewill 
mongers reaſon 
why they do not 
repent , is be- 
cauſe they will 


own mouth will 
God condemn 
them. 


will not; So tlie reaſon why thou art not reformed, is, | 


Luk. 23. 40. 


2 Demon. 
2. They will 
not try . 


he; but cannot you try, ſayes his Maſter > cannot you 
| ; g0 


not. Out of their 


1. The wicked 


— 


— 


Wilfall Impenitency 


Tentantes ad 
Trojam perve- 
nere Graci. 
Theo, 


3 Demon. 
They ref uſe 
the help which 
God offers. 


o about it ? no, he will not try; why then he is wilfull. 
his maſter ſhould ſee him ſweating and ſtriving to car- | 
ry it, it were — <4 then be would fay, he ſtuck | 
at à cannot; but when he will not be at the pains to try, 
he ſticks at a will not. So thou ſtickſt ot a wil not, thou 
doſt not every day in arenam deſcendere, ſweat at 
duties; - doc not ſtudy and labour every day 
ow to ſhun all temptations, and prevent all thy ſiuns; 
thou doſt not goe about the cleanſing of thy Family, the 
purging of thy Houſe ; thou wilt not go about it, and 
therefore the reaſon is, becauſe thou wilt not. Nay, its all 
one whether thou haſt power, yea or no. To what end| 
ſhould God give thee power2for thou wilt not uſe it. Nay, 
how doſt thou know, but when thou goeſt about it, thou 
mayeſt meet with ſome power d but thou wilt not try. 
Cut down thy drunken ſigne, and try: never let drinking 
and ſwilling be in thy houſe, and try; ſet up conſtanc 
holy conferences, and try; frequent prayer in thy Clo- | 
ſet, and try, & c. But I have tryed againe- and againe, 
and yet it will not do; every day try though: Si cxebro 
jacias, aleas aliud jeceris; though thou haſt-thrown 
the Dye a hundred times, yet next time ( may be) thou 
ſhalt throw a good caſt ; But thou wilt not ty. I would 
have healed Babel, hut ſhe would not be healed. The field of 
the ſlothfull is all grown over. with Thorns, and Nettles bad 
covered all the face thereof, and the ſtone-wall thereof was 
broken down, Prov. 24.31. What's the reaſon he hath 
not a good crop ? becauſe the ground would not beare 
it? no, how = he know ? he will not try, he will not 
plow it, and harrow it, and weed it, and manure it, and 
ſow it; he will not try: Therefore tis becauſe he wil 


Not. 


3. Demonſtration. God offers thee many good motions 
of powey,; I will help thee, and I will 'inable thee ; and 
thou wilt not be helped. God caſts in theſe good motions, 
and thou caſts them out. Stand ye in the ways, and ſee, 


| ach for the old paths, and walke therein, and ye ſball finde 
* | reſt 


N 4 
: «3 . 
* 
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reſt to your ſouls; Bat they ſayd, Werte 


n 


2 


> 


in. .do bat ask for the d way ( DOUr 
in it, Fl help you and aſſiſt you; ve e il vor; 


they. I ſet warch-men over you, ſaping, 
ſound of the Trumpet: But they ſaid, ut, i ma 
| verſe. 17. This is plain Engliſh (as we ſay) jon m , 
ye have preaching every Sabbath day, and every weekghuit 

e will nat; Gol ſends you good motions every da Van 


74 


ure, but ye will nor ; when a 


he ſtarves becauſe he will ftarve: O, ſa yeſt thou, I dd 
heare the word, and I cannot heare it better. I de pray 
daily, and I cannot better,” &c. Thus thou retor- 
teſt upon God as the unproſit able ſervant; Lo, there, hon 
haſt that ic thine; Lo, here's the beſt faith thy ſpitit helps 
me to, here's the beſt obedience that thy power inabled 
me to, &c. Lo, there thou haſt that is thine, thou helpedſt 
me with no more; I was not able to do better. Quo ore 
pores hac dioert, ſayes Gualter ? with what face canſt thou 
ſay thus? Is this all that God hath offered to inable thee? 
ah, thou wilfull creature ! The Lord: hath offered: to 
| help thee to a thouſand times more, but thou wonlaſt 

not be helped. | 2 | 

4 Demonſtration. Geqhath-not only =o thee power 
to do more, and thou wilt not rake it; but alſo given 
thee more power, and thow wilt nor uſe it; and therefore 
the reaſon why thou oft nt, is becauſe thou wilt not: 


— 


* 


beggar will not be helpt; | 
why does heiſtarve > what, becauſe he cannot chuſe d mo; | -- 


God hath given thee one talent of power at the leaſt, why 
doſt thou not put it out to the merebandizers and oceu- 
py. with it 1- vier das Dwbeprs, ſayes Chryſ. The 
power that God hath vouchſafed thee is thy talent. 
Why didſt thou not imploy it to the utmoſt ? every Ser- 
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4 Demon. 
Aud will not 
uſe the er 


which be hath 
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mon gives thee new power, a new price: ſo. 
c l 


y good 
| gives thee à ne power; what art 22 ? 
every bleding-thou haſt had, 


| wherein art thou purer ꝰ does G 
| thou haſt more power to glorihe 9 then he that bath 


+ 
— 
1 * 

1 


l 


A thee a nem power, 
give thee but eyes, 


$i none, | 
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Luke 16.2. 


on 4 


1 k has 


Bern. 


HoC4.6. 


vl "whercio doſt thou uſe it? God hath: given thee good 


| of rhy ſftewardftip, for chow may be no longer ſteward. 


chou I. 
1575 47 


a ww | 
, &c. Every mercy helpes chee with new power, but | 


memory, ho haſt thou ſtuft it? Meanies and miainte- 
nance: how haſt thou honoured God? why, &c. thine 
copſcience accuſeth thee, thou haſt waſted his 

— them on belly and back, which have 
deren more tho — then erer his: worſhip. could 
thou haſt waſted them upon [thy credit in the 

— d.: and thy plenſure, and thy luſts, and thy fleſhly 
deſires. How is it that I keare this of chet ? Thou ſhak 
beate one day of this diſmail watch- word, Give account 


W hat doſt thou talking of thy want of power ꝰ I could 
. and I could not do that; here are my 
that Lient ther ? give account for thy Memory: 
1 remember this and that Tale, this and that bawo- 
— Thou evil xd anprofit able ſervant thou, and why | 
couldet thou not remember my Commandements -as 
Pere ws, —— Lerd, I. — 5 — 
—.— atgaines l P hEue jefted, qui 
— hou —_ unp — er 
wo not be Goda r the 
good — 70 ſoul > &c. God hd ＋ deal of 
power.more then everthod wary moore 


* Dembaſtration; che moreponer chow hat to re: 

pent, the more 29 will is againſt t. — — 
chat God doth vouchfafe, the more Preaching, the 

the — the more enlight- 

3 tha lait co ep — ke | 


A . Bernaw See derſt man, 

x God: is fim to — Ry Wha! 

ſhaff I doe unto thee?. O Ephraim, wat foul d unto 
thee? for thy vi ghteomſueſſe eſe goes away: like: — — | 

The more meanes chou enjopeſt, the more thy 

righteouſneſſe — 7. One wen think): che more 
the Sunſbine oft { aviferh; thee more your' nigh. | 
teouſneſſe 


IN 


6. Demonſtration, becauſe rby cannot is a vblunt 2 
ene; chou haſt willfully broughr che oſt part of thy | 


| 
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teouſneſſe ſhould increaſe; It goes the -more away: 


et ye are offq a man mige be acquainted 


have) th | ; 


with yon heretofbre? bit now that* 
. oundly rebuked for your fins, the fu 
nay, ſome of you that were ſomwhat forward heretofore, 
are mockers now; ſome of you that were ſomewhat ro- 
wavdly brotrofbrb, are ore doe and waſhiſn; add 
naſſtenare, and worldly; like the werds, the more they tte 
pluck'd up, the more they do grow; or like the Earth, the 
more it is waſhed, the dirtier it proves; ſo the more means 
ye have to be inabled to god, the if uler ye ar. 


cams upon thee: : Feamer give tòõ the pot. fiyft thou ; 
yea, but thou hadſt it once, and thou haft vi 1555 7 fpent 
it; thou hadſt Lands, and Meanes and commings in, but 
chou haſt ſpent it at the Ale-houſe ; thou haſt conſumed 
it on the Rp : — 1 A e - 
tannet'; "carſa cauſe e caud rt th ö 
canſe of thy rannos;' — thy will is the cauſe 
of thy not giving to the poore. I cannor rad, ſayes oe, 
and no marvell if The ignorant; butthy Parents wap 
bave ſet thee to Schoole, and thou #0u72% bela xte want. 
therefore thou art willingly ignorant * Tedasbt nf 


like the dew, the mote the Cen riferh, the more it vani- | 
ſhet h — 5 like many of you, the more preaching von 


you flie off; 


| 


- { i.' 4 
6. Denon. 
Their tan is 
voluntary. 
A Moral im- 
, potency. 


a Sermon, ſayes another, no wonder chqugfi T repeat ir 
not in my Family, but forget it, as Ido; but thou haſt | 


1 


mel, e The unprofftable ſervant wys curſt 
had lay vp his pound Fafe in's Napf be dot tefffen | 


ſayes Cl.. 
hee was curſed betauſe he did not double his pam; ah, 


the wofull eſtate that thoy att in! If he were accurſed 


| willingly ram'd it with matters of the World, or haſt | 
weakened it with drinking, and therfore thou art wil ful 
| s enr{F that 


it, nor imberef it, bur only /ayd it up, and yet he wis cur- Luk. 19.20 
| ſed becauſe he did not ur greys ral 73 


 - 


that he did ſay up His Punt, Whar hall become was | 


D 2 


= Tmpenitency 


| 162 


7 Demon. 


They are con- 
rented... with 
(heir cannot. 


Jer. 5. 31. 


ſ that doſt leſſen it? he did not double his abilities, and 
therefore he was curſed ; thou doſt not only not double 
thy abilities, but thou doſt /efſes chem. God bath in- 
ab ſhoe to lo mon a thing, and now. thon art not 
able; thou haſt wi//ing/y leſſened thine ability: now 
then thou canſt not excel thy ſelf that thou cauſt not, 
becauſe thou haſt brought this cannot on thy ſelfe; 
Thou canſt not weep. at a Sermon, but thou conldſ# 
once; thou cant not reſiſt ſuch a luſt, but thou coal dt 


once; and thou haſt willingly, brought this cannot on thy 
ſeul; and therefore this i is the cauſe ,becauſe that t hon 
wilt not. 

| 7-Demonſtration. May be thou canft nor; yea, but 
thou art contented with thy cannot ; thou canft vor be 
holy, and thou art contented not to be z thou canſt not 
eruciſie thy luſt, and thou art conteured with this cannot; 
nay, thou Welt not be able. Sir, I tell you how you 


4 N put up this injury if you will. But Sir, you 
g Ln it up, I wilt not be directed by you; a8 
; = *. d we fade Ay people love to have it ſo. 


Thou thou loveſt to be ſo. Were a man 
uy nmr an 4 noe Neto gt out, yer if he be con- 
afar though he cannot get out, — 
the reaſon of his ſtaying, but he will not; thou canſt no 
walk humbly and holily, and th as loveſt to have it — 
wbat, would you have me ſo pure, forſooth? So then, 
the reaſonſ ie, becauſe that thou wilt not; if thy will 
2 were not it,- thouwouldſt never be content with thy can- 
2 * 2 Congregation is bad, and thou loveſt- to have 
N apa cuſtome thou ſhalt have for thy Ale- 
like a bad Clerk the Aſiſes:' I heard one ſpeak 
TO Me mp lag here e ſo many: | Rogues, he 
you are there be 
_ — MN fa 327 Ale-boneh yer — the more 
cuſtome, yee love to have it ſo; ye cannot reforme the ſons 
4 one another, and ye love to have it ſor | 
| a prom, and the Demonſar ations 


; Dre. 


8 


| 


— 
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The — 7 why — max. doth not turne unto God, 
i wor heruizſe be cannot (though he cannot) but becanſe be 

He cannot ſay this at the day of judgement, Lord, 
thow knoweſt, I left every ſin that I could, and I took all 
the beſt-courſes that I could to become a new creature, 
but I could not. A wicked man ſhall not be able to ſay 
thus without lying. The man in the Geſpei that had not 
on the Wedding-Garment, could bee ſay, Lord, I was 
not able to go to the ſbop of the —_ ſeek one ? No, 
He was ſpeechleſſe, Mat. 22, 12. God finds out the hy- 


he, Show but one, and when once diſcovered, 
heinconfo and ſilenced with the guilt of his own 


n 


— 


The, firſt Ground. 


| 12 Divines at the Synod of Dorr, namely, 
evil then he does : though I confeſſe, not in a gracious 


manner, If Ican prove this to be true, it will; neceſſarily 
follow; that the reaſon why a wicked man doth not re- 
turn, is not becauſe he cannot, but only becauſe he wil 
not, f ; . 
Argument to prove it. 

WOE: © Conſider, If a man can do more then he doth, no- 
thing can hinder him from doing more then he does, but 
hu will; when the fire can burn more, it doth burn more; 
becauſe it hath no wil to come between the power of bur- 
ning, and the a# of burning, to ſuſpend it. The fire is 
a ni agent, and ore burns as much as it can: 


prefixed, it followes now, that I lay down the Grounds of 


He. firſt Ground is this which is obſerved by our | 
Every man ean do more good then be doth, and ſhun more | poſſi 


can doa thing, and does net, tis becauſe bis wil comes 


e— 


1 Conſid. 
Every man 
can do more 


ood then he 


oth. 


g 


| 


a Eck 


r . 


Con ſi d. 2. 


| abio ein enigeged Himfelfe) Mands fr: 


— ir: ſo — He will 


he i d ſo. When a man hath power to do a thing 
determines: - 20041 lier oma HD,: A nn 


does, and yet wil um, he mult needs voluntarily hinder 
hynefelfe from that which he ram: - the teaſon is, 


can como vo that parti which he cant; 2 lame 


go one mile of che; journey, but there ſtands our ati the 
Chwurch-ſtilethat offers, if he will but crawlethither, to 
carry him; he i is able to crawl ſo far as the Charch-ſtsle, 


from going to London? That which he can do, muſt be 
done has whicixbe cine.” 8 e thatlive 
your ſus, you muſt firſt do that which you c, bef, 
you can ſooke that God ſhould b you to doe that 
which you ct] thou doſt all that thou canſt, for 
augbe that thou knoweſt, Ci (th 


there” reudy t helpe thee. There be 
World whom he is reſolved to helpe; thou doſt not 
know but thou art the man; Chriſt bath not told thee 


| nor. Pilate had power to crocs Cheifh meek Shaver net 
te do ic, ahn 19. 1. He had: hoer nor ga wo it; why 
then does he-eracifie him Not becauſe. he had no pow. N 
er to doe otherwiſe, hee confeſſes himſelfe he had 
power to do otherwiſe; but he cr=cified Chriſt, becauſe | 


or vos un de thing; 7 — eher bes nee? or 
8. Gonfiderziion,; — more — his 7 


becauſti a man mu feſt do chat which he cw, before he | 
manwete 10 go c. from hence, —— 


but he will not; does het he voluntarily hinder bimſelfe 


any thing to the vontrary, dur only he bids ther do what 
1 2030 — — csc de bt bug Metp! 15¹ c ee 
| 80 $Merv able t rut it? Have not y. fgvge. 1 r., 
heads, yee chat keep diſorders in your Ae Hofes can. 

| deer Ger you Hence, ye drunken companions, 
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þ wilt, neither would 
terthen upon 
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can, you dovelwntgrely hinder your own ſelves 

— ther Which youraunet f eſuab could not ſtand be. 
fire Ai, nor; a cloſe Ads from taking the golden 
wedge ; but when i it was taken and known, he was: able 
to make him an example. Joſbnch faſted and cryed unto 
God all day until night, that the Lord would mercifully 
bimand at Iſrarl; Now hear hat anfwer the Lord 
gives lim, Get thee up ſaith be, by xe thun 17 710; 
Hraeldhach ſinted, gb and execute Juſtice, go and do that 
fitſt, and then L will anſwer thee: abbut i; for if 
fofbnab would not have done what he conld, the Lord 
—_— never have help'd him to do that which he conid 
So thou prayſt for mercy and grace, oh that God 
would comer 7 ther 1. 1 Gex thaekegy ſays 
Goc aloft thor prdying for mercy as Jong as 
luth. ing, and: ſuch thmgs are not re med Þ thou 

haſt-drunkennefſein thy houſe, go and reform chat; 
5 fore of baſe luſts, go and re- 
ferme them; 
| how canſt 
which thowgaft»t9:no; 6 showſtickſtac a hls "wor, a8 
long 8s thon fu tu de that. 


will 54 U. her which e. F he could; 


theſervant hens 6 e ar fix Miles in a day 
which he — r. neither wowkd he: go a 
hundred: m r his: Maſter,” F h cui; you that 


1 at leaft if you: would, and yet 
you refurme more if you could; 
Noba money in your —— cannot yon ſpend it ber- 
Hand drinking, and ga 

can well enough, but ye will nur. So ye would do, had 
| you that true riches, Lale 16.11. Ye havenaturall 
abilities; if ye will nor be faithfull in them, ſoit would 


Þ Conſider, If war wil ers that: which hs! cam, | 
nei er 


il thou wilt not do t hat hic h cum canſt, 
hol knfare Godovill.helpe aiee d de chat 


— 


3 Conſid. 


| 1 u had berrer; ye that have moral and.civill 
W will. not be faithful in them neither 
von, if — a, der. ye are 


able! 


A. 


Conſid. . 


Prov. 22. 13. 


“[ 


[* viedeornſel canner beleeve';| and becauſe Teannot repent 


able to avoid ſwearing and lying, but ye will not; nei- 
—— ui other fins if yee could ; if a| 
man will not do that which he cas, neither will he do 
that which be cannot, if he could. | 
4- Conſider, If a man will not do that which he Car, can 
or cannot, als one to him, all ſticks at his will. I can-| 
not repent, and I cannot give over my fins, ſayeſt thou: 
and I pray — told thee that thow camſt nor? I am 
naked, ſayes Adam, and who t old thee that thou wert 
naked, ſayes God, Cen. 3.11. So may I ſay, who cold 
thee thou canſt not ? does not thy own conſcience tell 
thee, tis becauſe tos wilt not? I cannot . the 
lazy Steward, and to beg ge Af — aſhamed, 16.3 
cannot digge; if he Il about his back, i 
would make him digge; wb am aſhamed, ſayes he; 
he was not aſdamed to cozen his Maſter of his goods, 
but be was aſhamed to begge. I have married A wife, 
and I cannot come, Luke 14.20. Nor what,did his wife 
tie his * There 4 Lyon in the. may, I clinwnor go 
out ;/ayes: ; alas, thy owal fluggith wilfoll| - 
wils are ehis, — * — cannot, all's one do them: 
they never come to trie whether they « can, yea: or mo; 
the rd never looł. d out to ſee the L in the way, 
but he dream d there was one there, and he was willing 
to beleeve it, he would not n the idle ſtew- 


ard did not try whether Re could d yea o no; 
if he had taken in his hand and gone about che 
worke, twere another matter; but I cannot digge, 
ſayes he; he never would put it to Il, but takes 4no- 
ther courſe without trying of that; chat alls one, ein 


or cannot, if a man will not do chatwhichv: can, an 
or cannot, all's one to him. 

5. Conſider. fa man will not doth, at- which he can, ebis 
will make a mans conſcience, when he come: to ſpeake: in ſo- 
ber /adneſſe , thank himſelf. fer hes perihing. Mens wbbſo4 
incar do hut jeſt with thenĩ now lille theyicamſay, Tuth, 


but 


* — — 


— ”= dts. Ao 


. The groſſe#t Self-morder.. 


| but at the houre of conviction or the day of judgement at 


fartheſt, then conſcience will ſpeake in ſober ſadneſſe; 
When I was pres ye gave me no meat, ſayes Chriſt; 


ger, and ye tooks me not in; ſick, and in priſon, and ye vi- 
ſited me not, Mat. 25. 43. Marke, Chriſt puts no cannot. 
on their conſcience at the day of judgement; Could they 

fay, Alas, we had never a bit of -bread for to do it, 
| never a drop of drinke for to do it. ? No; you ſhall ſee 
how their conſciences were mute; they could not ſay that 


bers as well as mock them ? couldſt thou not take them 
into thy houſe; as well as carnal! acquaintance d its wor- 
thy obſervation-to conſider, that generally Gods threa- 


againſt Ca»nots, but againſt new particular ſins, that 
they might have avoyded; for though mens ſinfull con- 
ſciences doe neceſſarily incline men to ſinne, yet not wnto 
this ſiune, nor that ſin; Non determinat neceſſariò ad hoc 
vel illud malum, hic & nunc, ſay our Brittain Divines 
at the Synod. Sinfull concupiſcence does not neceſſa- 
rily determine men upon theſe and theſe fins, with the 
particular circumſtances which they live in, as this rapine, 
this lie, &c. thus ye ſee this will make a ſure Ground of 
our Doctrine, if lo FE can prove it. 95 
Every man cal 68 more good then he does, and avoid 
more evill then he does. Aba Wo 
This is a moſt certaine and infallible Truth, and needs 
no confirmation ; but I will prove it notwithſtanding. 
Firſt, becauſe God doth complaine againſt the. wicked, 
for their voluntary doing no more good then they doe ; what, 
ſo much preaching, and no more good? ſo many means, 
and no more fruit? &c. ſo God complaines againſt 
Iſrael, Nevertheleſſe, they departed not from the ſins. of 
t 


Jeroboam, &c. an e remained the groves alſo; 


| :n Samaria, 2 Kings 13.6. thegrove alſo ;. not 0 


| tuch as the grove cut downe ? And, ye will not leave th 
| E 


when I was athirſt, ye gave me no drinke ; I was aſtran- | 


* 


they could not; could not ye comfort Chriſts dear mem- | 


nings do not turne againſt Cannot, nor his judgements | 


1. Args. 


per 


18 


3 


2. Argu. 
— impoſ- 
Abile erat Fu- 
dæis converti 
externam 
pradicationem 
Evangelii, abſ- 
que pradetermi. 
nante gratia : 
ia tamen ob- 
uratiores erant 
Fudei propria 
malitiz quam 
Tyrii & Sido- 
nit, idcirco à 
crutatore cor- 
dium corripiun- 


tur. 
Doc. Prid.lect. 


de med. ſcient. 
p · 65. 


3-Argo. 


See how God girdeth their wilfull ſecurity, that they 
would do no more good then they did;not ſo much as cut 
downe that grove? fo many warnings, and ox mga 
&c. and yet the grove alſo ? yet thy filthy Tongue, thy 


thy profaneſle alſo? | . 

Secondly, becauſe otherwiſe there were »o roowe for 
praiſe nor Arras. If a man could do no more good 
then he does, nor ſhun no more evill then he does, then 
no man could be praiſid nor diſpraiſed; you know that 
wicked men and women may do many commendable 
things, at leaſt more commendable ones then others: 
Does not our Saviour diſcommend Bethſaida and Cora- 
⁊in in compariſon of Tyre and Sidon? Woe unto thee Cora- 
in, wo unte thee Bet hſaida; for if the mighty works Which 
have been done in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 


Might not they tiave ſnewed ſo much repentance at the 
leaſt? could — they have put on ſachęloth on their loyns, 
and powred g α on their heads, if they, would? they 
might have done ſo much at the leaſt; and honoured 
the workes and preaching of our e with an out- 
ward honoyr at the leaſt. | You thilthaye ſuch abundant 
teaching as ye have, ye might honour the Goſpel with 
Home anni bonour at the'leaſt ; that would be ſom- 
what cominendable ; which moſt of yqu will not. 
. Fhirdly, becauſe otherwiſe, there would be u rome 


nr whe e the, Magiſtrate; if a, man, conld omit 
ar 


no-more;fnrberhedoes,, then what.meanes our Pillories 
And Gallowes, d. 'and ſother puniſhments upon Ma- 
| Z, | | 

tefaRors? will any man be ſo vain as to ſay, {chan could 
not chaſe but take the Babyloniſs Garment? certainly, he 
might ade let it alone, if he would; haſt then From 
Lud wed fayes Joſbnkh;poſh.7.25. Alas, he was not mn 


would have repented in {ackcloath and aſhes, Math. 1 1.21. 


ſins of Peroboam ; that were enough ſtubborneſſe, one 


would thinke; but ye muſt ſuffer che grove alſo? Re- 
forme nothing? no, not the grove, under your face? | 


covetouſneſſe alſo, &c. not only keep thy other luſts, but | 


The grofſe?t Self oder, 


to anſwer, oh Sir, I coald not Ido atherwiſe. No, no; 
he might 2 omitted it: And therefore the Law of 
man is favourable to ſuch as offend: againſt their wils; 
it does not hang ſuch as kill againſt their wilss. 
- Fodtthly;” becauſe though a carnall man cannot put off 
the oid man; nor ſhake off the dominion of ſin in gene- 
rall, nor deny himfelfe, hut his very ut ure is (infull and 
fleſhly, he does naturally ſin; yet it is not his nature to 
commit this fin at this time, and in this manner; The 
wickedeſt man under Heaven goes about his in with pre- 
viall deliberat ion, and a moſt free diſpoſition of the means; 
the drunkard goes freely into the Ale-houſe, and. call's 
freety for a jugge, or two, or three, as his luſt is; his Hoſt, 
tre fel fuffers theſe diſordets in lis howiſe, and freely | 
| goes to the Tap and does draw it, &c. Eypbruim did 
willingly watke aft er tht Commundemmt,” Hoſ.5.11.: The 
wicked King of 1/rael commanded them that will to wor- 


Pilate willingly eontented the people, and therefore he 
ſrotirged our Juul, Nur 15-15. for though all 
this as done by ehe der minute comnſell of God; yet 

Godscounlelt Foes his will, lie 

did freely and willinply do it; the wicked exrnethe Grace 

of God intò wantonneſſe,Fude 4. Marke, the Grace of God; 

Grate, whereby they might do more good then they do, 
and avoid more evill then _ doe. ICs true a 
man is the ſer vant of ſin, and cannot bur fin; he is natu- 
rally a ſervant of fin ; of „in, I ſay; but he is voluntarily 

and freely a ſervant of this fin; for the Lord gives him | 
reaſon and counſell, and good motions, and many comwon 
races,” hereby he may be freed from this pr that act, 
ut he wil not; he will breake out into theſe and theſe: 
paſſioyate words, now and then; ſay reaſon hat it will, 
and commoſi grace what it will; he will do it, he will 
do this, and Re will do that. I confeſſe, that when a 
wicked mati ĩs pane and given up of God, then it is 


ſhip at Bethe}, and they did freely and willingly obey it. 


| 4. Argu. 


——_— - FR 44 7 tale 
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Ex 


mil Tmpenirency 


take it off ; but he is the more inexcuſable, becauſe his 
will is then dowble. 

Fifthly, 4'wicked man can do more good, - & c. for 4 
Sh ſoul. may avoid more ſin then be does. 


he is become the ſervant of righteonſneſſe, Rom. 6. 18. ne- 
vertheleſſe, they m _ more good then they do, and 
avoid fin a great deale more then they do; What man 
will ſay, that David could not otherwiſe chuſe but com- 
mit — adultery which he did, and that murder which 
he did? I appeale to your conſciences, ye ſouls that are 
godly ! When ye pray, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, do 
— e acknowledge withall, that ye have been wanting 
grace of God > Do not ye confeſle it with ſhame, 
| — you have given way to ſundry tempt ation that by 
the grace of God ye — have overcome? And that 
ye have omitted unity, that by the 
—— God ye might have — of ? I deny not, 
God does irreſiſtibly convert 1 ſe at the firſt, 


| — _ carry them on to the end, for the maine; 


particular attions be does not ſo: hut thou 


be now free 1 ler Ars * en in, 
= — when they en 
tran 12255 ant 725 "Yr to 0 confeſſe 


— migh avoi auer t 7 do, and do more 


good:then 


[- Againe, —_— 3 . then he does, 


and avoid moreevill then he does; I prove it by induttion 


pon bis conſcience, By theſe Particulars. 


Firſt, for the o#rward acts of ſin in the members; thus 


allprofanep perſons, drunkards, &cc. - yee are all convin- 
on —— in your conſciences, theſe are ſins in the 


| very outward. members; voluntas. eft. domina .membro- 


_ Can yee ſay, - yee cannot paſſe by an Ale-houſe 
turn in? ye cannot come unto Sermons ? your 
— they ſhall judge you. Can you ſay, you 


— give over your oathing and lying? Sec. your 


God have freed him from the ſlavery of fin, and 


| 


eee 


XLM 


— 
2 


walking, though not for love unto God;y 
th all be more i i 
hi elfe, and for fear. God hath left theſe affectious in 


God hath vowed to deſtrey all the workers of iniquity. 


eſt chisis true, ind thou knoweſt Ged il be & good s hi 


owne Teeth and Lips ſhall judge you, &c. If you do 
not root out theſe fins, its without doubt becauſe ye wii 
not. The Lord hath made all the outward man at the 
command of the will, and therefore if the outward man 
be ont of order, tis becauſe yee will; where by Ara 
Zvi iy TdKayroy Ty wiv Sivauarrutoa, ſayes Chryſoft. 
Let no man ſay, I have but one Talent, and I have no 
power to be good; a T alert hath power to go for a Ta- 
lent, and 124, for a ſhilling; and if it do not, *tis becauſe 
yee will not. Haſt thou not power over thine owne out- 
ward members vouchſaf d thee of God ? the Lord in mer- 
cy lets thy will have « diſpeticall power over thy mem- 
bers, as the Moraliſts call it; and why canſt thou not 
bridle them; as Chriſt ſaid to the Officer that ſmote him, 
Nen well, -why ſmiteſt thow me? Joh. 18.23. 
couldſt thou not have held in thy ſingers Thot art in- 
excuſable then for all thy profane ſins. | 
_ Secondly, Thou haſt naturall affettions in thee, and 
by them thou mayeſt do more good then thow doſt, and 
ſonn more evill then thon doſt. Thus all civill Profeſſors. 
are left inexcuſable, Canſt thou nat — —é— 
or love unto. 


? 1 good duties for hope of 


do for/cife-lave and for feare ?- there is never a duty of 
igion, buta man may every day do for love unto 


mand 2. of Hell? that's better then nothing; n 
better do them ſo, then not at all. What cannot a man 


thy ſoule on purpoſe, - 1 know this is not enough; but 
what of that? Why doſt thou not go ſo far as thou may- 
2 ? _ _ = — _ canſt — — 
thy pride for feare of Gbds judgements? idle thy 
bak paſſions for frare of Hall >'It& not unknown, that 


Tis not unknown,that he hath prepared Hell for ſuch as 
thou art, as long as thou liveſt as thou doſt ; Thou know- 


Mord; 


2 


Amor ſui ipſia 
eſt objeflum 

motiuum ; at | 
Amor Dei ipfi-. 
us eſt tantum 
object᷑um termi. 
nativum. Ameſ. 
Caſ. Conſ. de 
Char. erga De- 
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Quis poterit ? 


Montanus 
' hath i it, 


| an horſe is deſirous to ſtand ſtill, yet a ſpur and à v is 


mY — — ee ee cannot the 


word: and. chou art not able to abide it. Why doſt thou 
not carbe thy — aud —— Luſts for feare of this Hell? 
That's bettet then nothing; if thou canſt not do it for 
love, yet why canſt — not do it for feared haſt chou 
not as much reaſon:as a brute creature ꝰ chat is greedy | | 
of meate; yet a whip-ftickis able to ſcare him from it; 


able to make it go faſtet and is not Hell more fearefull 
then all rods? Why doſt thay not take heed: for fear, 
leſt God ſhould fond thee to Hell 2 ſinner and n bypo- 
crite are-inexcofable herein, fœt Hel may feate' them; 
= hr — in Sion are ae? fearfulneſſe hath 225 
pocrizes ; who among ns all dwell. with ever af 
an Eſay 33. 14. who of us is able 7 
flames? and hypocrites 80 ſo far; 
Hell, a abſtaineFroma millioir of ſins; fo 
theſe everlaſting b — thou 
reſiſt fin for feate of 1 2 No; thou canſt 
reſiſt in for feare of leſſe — ; the fear Jef mins 
th des can keep thee from —— "adukery-- in 
— — untl cannot che , Way! reſtraine 
d thoudareſt not᷑:tranſgteſſe the 


6 er 
— 


ftare 2 Holl reftraifie thee from tranſgveſſing of 'Gods ? 
Gods difpleaſure is greater then "the Kings, and thou 
knowelt it ;- God is truer in his Lay chen any: mortal 
mam, and thou knyweſk it : and feareſt chou not me? 
frare ye nor me Haiti the Lord! will ye'nor trembile as ny 
preſence ; Jer. 5. 22. Canſt thou ſay, thou art not able to 
feate him ſo much 2s frvilely > that is not fo; for when 
chou artfick and to dye, chen thou wilt feare him; 
then, oh thou wouſdſt fainb become a new creature, 
and all omof feate of the great: God; and: enaſt chou 
not pow ?- No, no; 1 hete be pteaſures to be had, and 
thou wilt have them; dere is the Word, and thou wilt 
carke ; here is buſineſſe, and thou wile be doing, and 
thou wilt ——— forGod; hof teu wile not. 


| 1 „ 
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| this, and thou haſt advantage 
| hath given chee not only: ruaſon in thy bead, and a natu- 


| forecaſt for to rein them? Why doſt thou not abſtaine 
from going to Feaſts a while > Why doſt thou not 


out an Oath before thou art aware; why then doſt 
¶ fer every Oarh? Why doſt thou not intreat Gods people . 
2e 


| Morning and Evening, ſhould aſſufedly be hanged; 


diately allay it. But by canſt thou not prevent it with 


Canſt thou not do this that Gag bids »bee, at leaſt out of | 
feaxe 2; this is nothing hut a lie of San; thou wouldſt 
do them all for fear of a man. Suppoſe there were Lawes 
made that every man.who- does not pray in his family 


whoſoever ſwears an Qath ſhould be hang d as ſoon as he 
had ſworn ir; -W hoſoever breaks out into any bitter ray- 
ling ſpeech ſhould ſuffer death. Suppoſe, I ſay, to all duties 
of Region it were death to omit them, and the King had 
made ſuch-a certain ſute Law; Idare ſay, there would be 
many millions of Profeſſors more in England then there 
are; rather then ye would he gibbeted, many ſwearers 
would never ſwear more; many liers never lie more; many 
profane houſehouldem never omit Prayers in their Fami- 
lies more and couldiktbou do this fer faur fs man ? | 
why. cinſt thou nat do it for feare of the great God? | 
-»--" Thirdly, The Lord hath given thee naturall counſell, 
and neturalb regfan,aud pradence. Oh, ſayſt thou, Iam 
defetol am ware, and the paſſionio pp before | 
dati awargy Traqanthelpit for my life: No, I beleeve 
the when the Divell is-6nct up, there is no allaying 
that foule Fiend for the preſent ; thou canſt not imme- 


count ll uud deliberation d the 71 — have 2 
r al Heamens: Go. 


rall conſcience in thy hreſt, but alſo direction in his word 
to prevent it ꝰ and if thou doſ# not, thou wilt not. Are 
the luſts of thine appetite violentꝰ why then doſt thou not 


ſtint ty Trencher with ſo much ? If thy luſts be on fire, 
why doſt thou feed them with fuell? Are the luſts 
of anger and wrath predominant in thee 2 thou rapſt 


thon not, as Chryſoſtome would have thee, Set forfeituret 


— 
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Wilfull Impenitency 


1 Kin. 21.19. 


| but natural, and moral, and civil, I may periſh for all 


chou ſtickeſt there, thou ſtickeſt at a wi# nor. The Lord 


Let? 'As God ſaid to Pharaoh, How long wilt noa re- 
| Feſe to bumble thy ſelf before me? Exod. 1043. There is 


ſeverely to reprove thee, and exact a fine of thee for e- 
very miſ governing word? Why doſt thou not bawke ſuch 
acquaintance as may occaſion thy tongue to caſt out 
Oathes > Why doſt thou not club down thy luſts with 
argument upon argument ? Shall I betouchie to be 
damned, and proud to be damned? &c. Even argu- 
ments of /e/f-love are able to knock them down. 1 do 
not know how : - No? that's becauſe thou wilt not 
know : They know not; neither will they anderſtaud, Pſal. 
82. 5. So, thou-knoweſt not, neither wilt thou under- 
ſtand : that's the reaſon thou ſtill walkeft in darkyeſſe. 
Why doſt not thou oppoſe thy luſts at firſt riſing > Nox | 
obrinebis ut deſinat, fi incipere permiſeris; ſayes Seneca: 
Thou canſt never get victory, except thou be here firſt in 
the field : The Lord hath given thee counſels o this 
faſhion, why doſt thou not uſe them > onely becauſe 
thou wilt not. Haſt thou impediments ?' Claruncas | 
had them too, but he overcame them, ſayes Seneca e why 
doſt not thou? If thou wilt not thou doſtwillingly-pe- 
periſh : thou mightſt do more then thuu doſt, but thon 
wilt not : and thou mightſt bun more then thou doſt, 
but thou wilt not. . Luar in WEE 
Fourthly, becauſe thou wilt ſay; All theſe things are 


theſe; but alas, I am not able to do any thing ſpititu- 
ally ; I cannot beleeve, I cannot repent. - Though this be 
very true, yet thy Plea is no excuſe: for though they be 
naturall, yet they are firſt. Firſt that's in order which 
is nat urall, and after that which is ſpirituall: and if 


hath taken a ſufficient courſe to bumble ther, and thou 
wilt not be humbled. Thou faiſt, Thou cavft not obey - af 
ritually : I grant it, it's true; nor repent ſpiritually-: 


why then, Wilt thou not be humbled that thou cauſt 


externall humiliation, as Ahabs humiliation ;' thoumaiſt 
| come 


— 


— 


n The groſſeſt Self murder. 


come to that, before that humiliatiõ thou canſt not expreſs. 
| Why artthou not humbled with that which thou may'ſt > 
. Firſt then, Why doſt thou not ſee thy caſe to be 
damnable> Doſt thou not know that judgement 5s paſt 
upon all to damnation ? Rom. 5.18. All men are damned 
ont of ¶ hriſt. Whoſoever is not a nem creature is not 
in Chriſt, but is a damn d man to this day; thou 
knoweſt the Lord himſelfe doth ſay thus; What hin- 
ders thee now from deducting a particular there- from? 
If upon all men, then upon me; if all be damned to 
this day that are not ne creatures in Chriſt, then Lam 
a damned man to this hour; this logick God doth 
vouchſafe thee; why doſt thou not reaſon on this fa- 
ſhion? Iam: a damned man, and a damned woman to 
this day. If thou would be broughr to this paſſe, 
there might be ſome hope of thee; bur thou wilt not, 
thou wilt ſcrape up ſame hopes or other, thou wilt not 
believe this. Believe thus, ſayes God; but 7 will not, 
'faiſt thou: no; thou wilt have thy luſt ſtill, and thou 
wilt not believe this. If thou would'ſt believe verily 
thou art a dame man, becauſe thou art »ot 4 new 
creature in Chriſt; may be, thou would'ſt never have 
done till thou art one, thou would'ſt forſake all, ang 
follow Chviſt in all things ; But thou vit not. 42 
' Secondly, Icannor, ſat ſt thou: Why then wilt thou 
not deſpaire in th ſelfe ?' a man muſt deſpaire as he is, 
otherwiſe he can never get into Chriſt; as long 28 a 
man lives, _ does after — fleſh, —— have — 
true hope of mercy or pardon, or any thing; no, he 
is 2 4 * Angels of ite ene elp 
him; if there were a thouſand (hriſfts, he ſhould pe- 
riſh without them; and why wilt thou not deſpair in 
= ſelfe? Deſpaire? God forbid. - Ile never deſpair 
while I live, God is more mercifull then ſo, and 1 
hope I need not deſpair. Chriſt dyed for ſinners, and 
I were a fool if I ſhould deſpair. Thus thou plea- 
eſt with God for thy vain _ But why wilt 


25 


a i 


thou? 
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3 


8 


4 


mal Impenitency 


— ee — — 


thou, ſaies God; why wilt thou plead 
haſt tranſgteſſed againſt me, e.. 29. Thou pleadeſt 
for hopes, and lieſt in thy: ſinnes; why. wilt irhqu? 
Mark, the Will. is ſet on it; and thou it plead; Thou 
mighteſt deſpair of thy ſelfe, but thou wilt not, and 
therefore thou wilt wilfully periſh. | 

Thirdly, but I cannot pull down mine own heart, 
nor maſter mine on will, faſt thou No? Why chen 
canſt thou not go and reß gu it to God? Lord, here is 


a. proud heart, I cannot humble it; Oh, here is a ſto- 


ny heart, I cannot break it; Lord, do thon: here is 
a rebellious heart, 7 cannot ſabdur it; Lord, do thou. 
But thou wilt not refigue up this heart, thou wilt not fer 
about it as well as thou eanſt; they wii not frame their 
doipgs to turn wnto God, Hef. 5. 4. they will not: ſo, 
thou wilt not frame thy ſelfe to do it as well as thou 
canſt; and therefote thou doſt wilingly go ox, and thou 
art wholly inexcufable before God; 24 he ſends 
thee t 2 thou' halt know chine uỹ will brought 
thee thither. Thou gb, reform thine outward man, 
but thou wile vor; thou mighr'ſt bridle. thy luſts, and 
thy paſſions, but thou wilt nr; thou might take a 
thouſand good 
therefore thou 


is not it, but thou wi wor. In 
didſt every day labour to fight againſt thy Iuſts, and 
reſiſt —— — — con _ hp —_— 
ceſſitie ; but chou do'ſt, ... ou wit vor.” Ne 

reciſterh, and then cannot, 2 may pleaq; Lord, what 


a wofull neceſſity of am Lin but thou gr 
way 2 , thereto te thou att incxicufable, 
and thou willing/ypere/h. 25.3: 
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with me? chou | 


3 —— but chou walt not. And 
no excuſe before God, thou doſt| 
illingty periſh. Is true, du raft vt, ma thes but 
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Fus ſecond now follows. Every Wicked mar is florbful 
1 and negligent. Thon evitl and ſlothful ſervant, 
ſayes 2 Thou haſt been lazy with 
the T alem 1 gave thee. 1 gave thee preaching and reaching, 
bende een beach it.” I have given thee 
knowledge of that whirh is good, and thou haſt been 
lazy to improve it. I have pulled thee to Prayer by the 
motion of my Spirit, and thou haſt been lazy at the 
duty. T how euill and ſlothfull ſervarit, I have given thee 
many a ſweet oppettunity to be ridd of that .baſe juſt 
chat thqu art moſtaddicted unto, and thou haſt been 
lazy to take it. This is another: ground of this; doctũne. 
Now if this be ſo. thou muſt lay che blame on thy owne 
will, and not on God denying thee pamer; Becauſe ſloth 
is a fault of the il. I cannot call him a flag gard 
that ſtigks at a cannot, hut only him t hat ſticks at a will 
not. He that labours and ſtrives as muchas he c none 
will call him a fluggard; har him that nin labour more, 
and wiltnor. Soth is a voluntary fault of the wilt ; How 
long wilt thou ſleep, O ſluggard?. Prov.6:9. How 
wilt thou? its not a 

. Five Demonſtrations togrove tant e . 
6 q p 05357 G q 294 5 
Firſt, if thou be flothfull to good duties, then thou 
doſt only imagine 4 company of cannots. I cannat do as I 
would, ſayeſt thou. No, why then art thou ſlothfull, 


to make more er hen, canngts? A ſlothfull man ima» 
gines more cannot then there be. I cannot go this jour- 


fall off my horſe ; I cannot travell it; the'way of a ſloth- 
full man is a hedge of Thornes But the way of the righ- 


2ule of impetency, but of ni. | 


ney, ſayes he, I ſhall be weary, 1 ſhall be rob'd; 1thall | 


t Demon. 


6’ 


tees is made plgine, ſayes . The ſlothfull ** 
Fo. | - : g | 1 2 4 be 


—— IOY 


 Wilfwll pennt a 


1 


2 Demon. 


but an impoſſibibry is a canner. But i 


he imagines ther's a Thorne hedge in his way, I ſhall be 


nick d, I cannot get over it. What? is there a Thorne 
hedge in the way ? No; for the righteous that goes it, 
hee finds it plaine, he ſees none. No, there is no ſuch 
Thorne in the way, but he does imagine one; and 
therefore his will nat is his ler, not his cannot; for he 
does but imagine a cannot. So doſt thou ſay, I cannot 
do thus and thus. Why then art thou ſlothfull to ima- | 
gine more caxnorts and Thorne-hedges then there are? 
I cannot live then; Oh, I cannot go ſo often to Prayer, 
and if I ſhould do as you ſay, I ſhould be houted at up 
and downe : you tell me I am aHell-hound for my pride 
and my paſſions; Oh, if I ſhould beleeve this, I ſhould 
never An merry day more. Alas, all theſe are bur ima- 
inary | cannots; imaginary Thorne hedges. I cannot be 
> ſtrict, neither can I put it up. I ſay, thou doſt but ima- 
gine a company of caxets,and therefore thou wile not 
——— — — 2 — to good duties, 
thou makeſt ru little di icultya cannot; nothing 
thou makeſt every little diſfculiy a cf% I cannot 
turne mine own heart, nor break mine on heart. But why | 
then art thou ſlothfull ito make every little difficulty a 
cannor?. a ſlothfull man makes every little difficulty a can- 
not. The flathfull mauywill not plow by reaſon of cold; 
and therefore ſhall he beg in harve#t, and have nothing. | 
Hee will not plow by reaſon of cold, he ſtiels at a very | 
little difficulty: his fingers are ſo tender, forſooth, they | 
muſt not ake ; his Toes ate fo Lady-like, they muſt not 
ſmart ; becauſe its a little difficult, therefore he wil*not 
doit; He will not plow by'reaſon of cold. Well, beg 
then, and yee will. Cannot you endure a little cold? 
yen he could endure it, but it would be difficult. And 
therefore ſayes the Text, he wil not plow by reaſon of cold. 
| He does not ſtick at an impoſſibility, for then indeed he 
coxld not. But the ſlothfull man will not plow by reaſon 


ug cold; he ſticks onely at a difficulty, and therefore he 
| x : wall | 


k 


will not. Nay; if he ſhould labout foundly indeed, his 
very labour would keep him from being a cold. 
The truth is, its the /aboxr of lowing that he is againſt , 
and therefore every little cold ſhall ſerve for an excuſe. 
So; why art thou ſlothful to count every petty difficultie 
a cannot? Its an uncomfortable thing to be alwaies poring 
on my ſins; I cannot abide it: troubleſom to be tongue 
tied: what, not ſpeak a word but onely with warrant 
from Scripture? T' cannot abide it. What, never help 
my ſelf at a dead lift by telling a lie? never right my ſelf 
by a little revenge? never complie nor ſort with ſuch and 
ſuch old acquaintance, becauſe they drop out an Oath 
now and then before they are aware? O, I cannot abide 


cannot, cannot * dQ fi | 
difficultie- ? Get thee to Hell, and fee. if thou can 
—_— that; and thete thank thine own ill for thy pe- 


| . Deen If thou beeſt ſlothful, then thos 
turneſt thy very abiliries into tannots ; nat onely all dif- 
caleirs but alſo thine abilites into cannot? Like a Droxe 
that is lavie , be loſes bis Abilitiet that be hath. By 
mach ſtothfulneſs 9 derayeth. Alas, I am very 
dead-hearted, ſaiſt thou. Nay, but O man, the time was 
when God uc led thee at a Sermon why didſt thou let 
iche; the time was, when thou wert a late redes. 
edi; why didſt thou let it decay? time was when thou 
wert ſoberer, and leſs given to wrath and paſſions ; and 
why didſt thou let theſe good conditions decay? The 
Lord gave the them heretofore, and thou haſt plaid the 
. oem therefore 1 08 22 
id. Thy quickning is decaid, thy ſorrow for ſin is de- 
caid, thy ens 1080, 7 brough much ſlothfulneſs 
the building does decay. He that it ſlorhful in bis work, ts 
brother to a great waſter. So thou art a brother to a great 
waſter, becauſe thou art ſlothfuu. | 
. Demonſtration; If thou beeſt ſlothful, then thou 


2 


it. What, thus pretiſe? I am not able to abide it. No? | 
ſtubborn will ſtoop to a little 


3 Demon. 


Eccleſ. 10. 18. | 


Pray. 1.16. 


| 4 Demon. 


doſt 


— 
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Prov. 2 6. 14. 


5 Demo n. 


Prov. 19.24 


f — it's goi „ then ſtirre it when once it ſtands 


doſt / — BET 5 Tf ante cnn, There is ma) 
ny a fin that now thou art a ſlave to, that thou mighteſt 
have trodden under thy foot; but now thou canſt out: 

thou mighteſt have gone further. and further on in re- 
2 if thou hadſt held on hen thou wert go. 
; like a Coach, it's eaſier to make it run on when 


ſtill; and now t ou canſt not, no thou art nailed to — 
like, The door to bis hinges. Nom thou canſt pray 

pray, and grow ne'r the the better, 4d hear and — 5 —1 
ve'r the holier: the dadr..t wb upon ite hingt, fo | 
doth the ſlor hful man on his me” The door goes to and 
fro; to it goes, and fro it goes, it goes (may be) all the 
ear long; and ſtill it ha 7 — the ſame hinges, 
and pw 455 00 yeats te "ok there where, _— ; 
it's nailed to its is with a ſluggiſh heart, he 
meter Pl Prayer, af "from ru to a Sermon; Arial 

a Sermon; to a good Duty, and from a good Du- 

ty; and ſtill he hangs juſt (er gi hinges, He bath 

Aren no gtound, is juſt x 
juſt at the fame paſs, after 4 
could Sermons, and m ill = good duties; till 
chou hangeſt gti thy old dae mer the more pure to this 
hour. 

5. Demonſtratiop, "Sloth. 7 4 * putting forth by 
halves of veal rg one. bath, his alſo, i is the very Na- 
ture of floth; whena, man pK th. more pin 3h then he 
ſhews, but be is lazieto put it all Fi TOON | The Scripture | 
uſes a Compariſon of a man that ks dot bie hand in bis 
boſome , 4 though he have meat, nding before him. 
yet be wil for ſo much 28 bring it o his mauth. 4 
xk Hider h big, d in 6 balpne *. 7 7 ill. nat 
ring h 10 bismonth. What 12 ſtarve ? be- 
e he hath not meat? pe — ſtandeth 
before him. Becau bath not. any hands? No; 
aus hand tick 


— — 


be huth a hand in his B 
the e dead Palſie, e 


iwc No; he 


will | 
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wilt not put in forth: He will not bring it to his mouth, 
ſbyes the Tert, So then thou, at Praying, thou wile! 
not put thy elfe forth; when thay ag. reforxwyg,: thou 
doſt not put thy felte forth: when thou art about any 
good ſervice, thou doſt not put thy ſelfe forth; here is a 
Sabbath befere thee, and a Sacrament before thee, but thou 
wilt not reach it to thy mouth, thou wilt not put thy ſelfe 
forth. The Lord tels thee, that this will, breakthy neck. 
& thou wilt not ſo much as reachit to thy b fal 
it tothy heart: may be, it would humble thee, and feed 
thee ;* but thou wilt not reach it to thy mouth. What 
a deale of power haſt thou? but thou put ſt it forgh, by 
the bal ven : when thou art enaminingthy Conscience, 
thou put ſt thy ſelte forth by the halves; chon ng ſt 
put thy ſelfr forth many degrees more, but thou 
wilt not. 8 ? TIT 
Oh beloved; this ame point will ſtrike the World 
dumb before God, ievenithis, #hy did ge not put Jour 
ſetves gortioro the Hf Thou haſt ſomewhat more 
— og tien by reaſon of thy lazineſſe thou doi ſt put 
Och. . nn 15143 9 he > 
There is more then by reaſon of fluggiſhneſſe thou 
patr'ſt forth. ns x 


Six 


convere 4 ſinner, he does wit put in now powers. aul fa- 


of thinking and wnderſtanding, and willing, and 
lrg} emembring : 


ready, and 2 | 
ling aleeady ; God does not put in new fact 
turnes them that are there unto himſelfe; like à Watch 
out of frame: the beels are there fill, rhe /pring ſtill, 
and every parcell ere bl; Þurallout of frame, and 
the Artiſt fets them in frame ; ſo the Squle hath: them in 
it; True, it requires the ammipotant power of God to turn 
all theſe faculties to him. N 


volun- | 


A rgu- 


ments to prove 


| Firſt, it's a ſgne i: ie an tler, becauſe when Gal daes = Argument. 
cuities into i he ſoul ; be does not put in a new fachltie | When God 

f . 4 comes to work 
No, the ſoule hath theſe fa- grace, he finds 


culties already, anderfavding already; and rhinking al- | pave cams 
| "I efpring already, ane wil | tas, & poten- 

ulties, but tis obediemia- 

lis; But thy 

own naturall 

faculties are 

raiſed to ſuper. 
naturall acts 

upon ſuper na- 


* turall objects ö 
ſtanding chou doſt by God. | 


— 


. wy — 
— — 


Arg ment.; 


Jer. 4. 2t. 


© "ll - Wilfall Tmpenitenry = 

voluntarily turn them unto other things, and not unto Cod. 
They are every one in thee, as thou att a man; But God 
may not have them; nay, and thou mighteſt put them 


. : | frength. Like 
. God im 


ET 


forth to more then thou doſt. Other things can have them 
ſuperſiuouſiy, but God may not have them. (1 intend not 
the powtr of doing the leaſt good ina gracions manner, nor 
to engage God to give thet grace only. A 3! 


far forth as to der are thee ſlothfull.) 1 ſay ir's 2 
ligne it is in thee, becauſe thou canſt ge a rear power 


nor lay to heart the miſeries of Gods Church. No? but 


thou art croſs d. Ir's a ſigne i: is in thee, à ſigne there is 
wit in thee, and abilitie — in thee to take 
t thou wilt not 


. | put it forth for the Lord. Oh, how does this provoke 


che moſt higheſt > That ſtrangers ſhould devony att thy 


| t have none of it, but. ſt ra 
frinve luſts could have it; thè World ean have thy 


, | 5 pains ; agd hy cards, the thingy of the World chey can 
S© Rove thy thoughts and thy ſtrength, aud not I, fayes 


Chriſt. 


— — 


Sccondly, it's a ſigne it #7 in thee. I mean ſtill ſo 


E to do evill, but to do good they have no knowledge. 
"| It's a ſigne it 5s in thee, but thou wilt not. Thou canſt 
not for God, thou canſt not be angry againſt (in, 


thou canſt find thy tongue faſt enough for to raile and | 
clamour ; and thou'canſt even burſt with anger when | 


— 


| 
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> nd. was the ethe. 1 


- — — 


Chriſt. As a Maſter complaines of his refradory ſer- 
vant, You can do it for your ſelfe, and do it for others; 


wilt not pit it forth. f > 319 Ve | 
- Thirdly, x ſigne ir i in thee, for thou canſt ſbem it do 
whom thou liſteſt : like a ſluggard, that will worke at 
idle times, ſo thou canſt ſerve God when thou haſt no- 
thingielſe ta do. Like Pharaoh conceit of the Iſrae- 
lites, That they would ſerve God becauſe they had no- 
thing elſe to do. e are idle, idle yee ate, therefors:ye 
Jas, Let us go and di [acrifice unto God: Becauſe they 
had nothing elſe to do. So when thou haſt nothing 
elſe to do with thy Tongue, then thou canſt give it to 
God; nothing elſe to do with thy Thoughts, then thou 
cauſt chinke of God; when thou Haſt no uſe of a lie, then 
thou canſt tell truth, &. a ſigne it v5 in thee. It is not 
the telling of the truth; it is not the ſpeaking very gent- 
ly and modeſtly that is not᷑ ſthee to do; but thou wilt 
not put it forth; nay, thou canſt be ſoundly: provoked 
while ſome are in company, and yes ſtill as quiet 4b! may | 
| bes a ſigneitis in the, l D og Now e ol 
„ Eoufthly, a ſignelir ic in tre; butubom art lage 
thou wilt not put it forth; becauſe the rod is able to whip it 
aut of thee. Like a boy that is idle, and can ſay nothing, 
yet his Maſter is able towhip it out of him; then he. can 
ſay it very roundly. So thou canſt not chinke- of theſe 
things; yet let laſh thee and hip thee with fck- 
neſſe, or with the pangs of death, Then, O, I have been 
a drunkard, and I have naught, I have been wic- 
ked; and Oh, if God would recover me, Iwould not 
far a world fin ſo as I have done; Then thou canſt 
weep, and then thou canſt cry, and then, O for eli 
Miniſter: A ſigne it is in thee, for a rod puts in no 


but you will not do it for me: a fg ne it is in thee, but 'thow | 


3 Aru. 


Exod. 5. 17. 


4 Argu. 


new, but only laſhes up that which lay there; as the 
rwigs of the rod have no vertue in them to put learn ing 
into the Boy; but its a ſigne it was in him. thou 
wer peboi. dn blood exon er one | ; why | 
j 2) then 


5 


þ 


ſ | then doſtthou not now — thy ſelfe forth? Thou canſd, 


Prov. 21. 25. 


5. Argu. 


2 Kings 12.2 


Jan E hey ed at joy, [char pro 


| weeping croſſe, and be ſo holy, forſooth, Oh, it kills 


yal Repentance, Humiliation, Examination of Con- 


but Oh, it kils thee to thinke now of taking pains after 
ſuch ching It kils thee now to go to thy beads, and lie at 


thee no td talte paines here abouts; like the ſiuggard, 
the defire of the ſlug gard kills him, far his hands refuſe to 
labour. Hee deſires to have a crop, but it kills him to go 
te the P/ow.; he deſires to have his markets, but it kills 
him to go thither. So thou deſireſt to go to Heaven, 
but it kills thee to take paines; Mortification, Selfe-De- 


ſcience, Reformation of Life; Oh, theſe kill thee to think 
of them. A ligne much i in thee, but it eee pur 
it forth. | 
Fiftly, A ſigne i it in in an; dane dew conf 4 4 
buvdred times more they: whes thos art plenſed; like a wil 
2 ry ſervant, yon could do it better i you were plea- 
ſed; ſayes his Maſter. So long as thou art pleaſed, thou | 
bug be more eligious a ſigne it i4 in ther. Rebohoam 
25 years were: religiaus; aun obletves, 
__ well pleaſed that ſame white he fav it was for che 
ing. ef his kjugdome. And the Leviten eame to 
— 1— ſo long he was pleaſed, and then 
he was — — afterwards not; and why not af- 
terwards too ? —.— but he was not 


Zl e, the Led alt the 
1 Foy th — r 
ae for t helpt him to root out Atrbaliabs fatti-| 
Rag 
m tothe or of his Non- 


age, the eſtabliſher of his Stepter. All this while 
Religion did ple dug „ hut — — _ 


nat i + night in the "oy _ 
cauſe other thi ifed him better; t. i 
a ſigne it way in on the rock, - thi could 


heate, Apa as — as the did pleaſe 


not put thy ſelf forth? I ſay, this will ſtrike you all 


| 


— 


2» — 8 
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could be forward to profeſs it; a ſigne it was in them: 
but in time of affliction and 13 ray now the 
Gofpell' did not pleaſe them, and therefore they fall off. 
So thou canſt love a child of God as long as he pleaſeth 
thee, nay thou canſt commend him for his holineſs ; 
O, its a credit to thee to be acquainted with ſuch a one. 
But when ſomething does not pleaſe thee, then thou 


thee, hut rhow wilt not put it forth; | 

Sixthly, a ſign it i in rhee, becauſe thon ſhalt ſhew it 
in Hell; there Dives ſhall ſhew it was in him to have regar- 
ded a godly — Lazarus, to have reſpected the ſal vation of 
his five brethren: there he ſhall ſhew it was in him to fear 
Hell more then he did. Then the wicked ſhall ſay, What 
hath pride profited us and what hath riches 
and means advantaged ns. Then they ſhall ſee it 
was in them not to count them for hypocrites, and fools, 
and mad Men, that were more religious then themſelves, 
We fools counted their life madneſs, and we had them in 
derifcon;and lo they are received among ft the Saint c Wiſd. 
5.3.4. And ore it is in thee, why then wilt thou 


dumb before God at the laſt day; hy would yor not 
put your ſel forthve? And how do you ſtond lad ing and i- 
dling out the dayes of your own peace ! 


Te cannot have any one excuſe. 


Firſt, Ye cannot ſay, No body hired you ; Indeed, the 
carefulleſt ſervant in the World muſt of neceſſity be i- 
dle when none will imploy him; #hy ſtand you here idle 
all the day long? No man hath hired us, Lord, Math. 20.6 
Marke, they have an excuſe that they were never hired 
into the Vinyard. That was more neceſſary idleneſs: but 
you have been hired; nay, you were hired very early in 
the morning, and therefare,why ſtand you here idle all the 


| day long? 


| Yee know joy is a very pleaſing ching, and then they) 


cant fiate him in xh feart; all theſe are ſignes it is in | 


"_— 
- 


6 Args. 


Luke 16.28. 


Neexcuſe wil 
ſerve impeni-j - 
rent ſinners 
turn at the laſt, 
day. 


G 2 Se- 


544. - £4" % 


r 


el mpemneney 


I carking and caring, &c, Urinam hoc eſſet refipiſcere ; O 


.. Secondly, now thou art in Gods Vineyard, thou 
canſt not ſay, I cannot profeſſe, I cannot profit by hea- 
ring, nor profit by praying, &c. Thou canſt not ſay 
ſo; for why doſt thou not labour? in all labour there 
is profit. Never did a man labour but ſome profit or o- 
ther he did get; but thou wouldſt not labour, but 
thou ſtoodeſt lazing and idling; Faine wouldſt thou be 
faved,, fain eſcape Hell and damnation; and oh, that 
this were to labour for it! Like the ſluggard, that defireth 
a harveſt, and yet is idle; O utinam hoc eſſet laborare; He 
lies loytering and playing, and oh that this were to la- 
bour ! Oh that this were to plow and to ſow l If his 
| Bed were the Plow, and his Pillow the Teame; he would 
| then drive it well. So doſt thou,” rium hoc eget reſipi- 
Icere; thou goeſt on minding the things of this life, 


that this were to repent, and this were to go to Heaven! 


Chriſt Jeſu ſave ne; Thus cryes the drunkard, Chriſt 
| ſave me; and thus the worldling, Chriſt Feſws forgive 
me. 5. Thus like a ſluggard thou wiſheſt; O that this were 
beleeving and ſerving of God! Like the ſluggard,1 fay, 
O that this were to labour! thou mightſt profit if thou 
wouldſt labour; in all labour is profit: but thou wilt not 
labour, and therefore inexcuſable. Owhat a ſpeechleſſe 
creature ſhalt thou be before God at the laſt day ! This 


a wicked man does not turne unto Cod, is not becau 

he cannot, but becauſe he will not. I fay, the ground 

of it is this, 1. 51 14% 
Every wicked man is ſlothfull and negligent. 

Stir up your ſelves, ye whoſe heart the Lord hath awa- 
kened; Though the wicked be ſlothfull, vii ye be ſlothful 
alſo? O what infinite reaſon hath the Lord to correct us; 
every one of us all ! How wofull ſtothfull are our hearts! 1 


thou art negligent of Prayer, and Faith, and holineſſe, | - 


is the ſecond ground of the Doctrine; The reaſon — 5 


— maſter my uruly heart, ſayes one; and I can- 


not 


XN 


j 


the groſſeſt Self-murder, 


not caſt out this ſame hard hearted Dive/; Thus we 
ſay, like the diſciples of Chriſt, wee could not caſt him 
out. O faithleſſe Generation, how long ſhall I be with you, 
ſayes Chriſt > Cannot caſt him out? Why? he could 
go ont by Preaching and Faſting. So theſe ſame diſtem- 
pers of heart, theſe frozen hearted Divels would go out 


ſo lazy thereat, and ſo cold, and ſo dead, and fo drow- 
fie, we do not take pains. - There is reaching in abun- 
dance, and why cannot we learne? There is miſery e- 
nough on the ('hurch, and why cannot we monrne? There 
is woe enough a coming, and why cannot we provide 
fart, afore-hand ? God will whip out theſe lazy weeds 
out fu, if we belong to him; O, it - provokes bim! as 
Vinegar to the Teeth, and ſmoake to the Eyes, ſo is the 
ſinggard to him that ſends him. Ah, thou lazy drone ; 
this tis to ſend a leader-heeld drone of ones errand ; it 
makes the Maſter looke as ſowre/y on him, as if he had 
druakea Portinger of Vinegar. So beloved, this our 
ſloth to good things, it does deeply provoke God; 
there is many a, morcy we loſe, becauſe of our ſloth; 
many a grace we never attaine ; nay, many a croſſe and 
many a trouble do we get.by reaſon of our ſloth. Oh, 
let us ſtirr up our ſelves and blow up the purkes that are 
under the embers, or elſe it will be evill and bitter that 
God will make us to ſuffer. And you that live in your 
fins, let me tell you; ye can never looke for mercy, except 
ye ſhake off your ſloth; ye may deſire to be converted, 
and pardoned, and faved, and fo forth; hut the ſoul of 
the ſluggard defireth and hath not. But the diligent ſhall 
be made fat. *Tis the diligent, the diligent only that 
ſhall be fatted with grace; but ye may deſire all dayes 
of your life, yet ye ſhall never have grace, except ye take 
paines. Net! your owne reins ſhall rorment you in Hel. 
Oh, how did I idle out my time, and let ſlip occafions ! 


do otherwiſe, and wo is me that ever I was born, &c. 


XUUM 


ſooneenougt dy Faſting and Praying ; but Oh, we are 


and I would die, and I would to hell, and I would not 


The 


Mar. 9.19. 


* 
Prov. 10. 26. 


Wilfel Impenitency 


The third Ground. 


4 wicked man will not (et himſelf to uſe all the 
means that he may. 


E is not onely ſlothfull in the uſe of the ſame, nor 
1 onely will he not do as much good as he may, but 
alſo he will not ſo much as uſe che means conſtantiy in any 
faſhion. I cannot, faith he, repent, nor be ſuch a new 
creature as you talk of; Why then wilt chou riot uſe 
the means? This makes thee inexcuſable. All the 
whole World, borh godly and e have a" tunnot; 
indeed the angadiy their cannot is large and begins ſoo- 
ner, but the godly their cannot is much /eſſened, and be- 
gins further off. The Lord inables them to go further 
then all the wicked ofthe World; but beyond that there 
begins their cant. I fay, all the whole World have 
their cannot; I call that the means of grace, which is 
between their Cx and their cannot. E. Tigers, and 
hearing the word, and ſtudying, and meditating, &c; 
The Lord ſeeing all men in their cannots, hath appoin- 
ted ſuch means as they can, whereby they are to ſeek 
unto God to do that which they cannot. Now a child 
of God whoſe canner is in ſome meaſure healed by grace, 
he can pray in faith, and hear in faith, &c. And ther- 
fore Prayer in faith, hearing Gods Word in faith, &c. 
are his means to get more; he cannot obey more, nor 
believe more; but he uſes theſe means that he may. 
But a wicked man his cannot is larger; he 
cannot pray in faith, and do thefe in faith, and 
therefore the farin doing of theſe duties are 
not his means, T1 cannot ſo, fayes he ; No? 
but thou maiſt ſet upon them all, and do them in as 
good manner as thou canſt; chat is ei rant. Though 
chou canſt not pray in faith, yet thoũ cauſt ſer up con- 
ſtant Prayers in thy Family though, uch xs they are. 
Thou 


the eraffefs Seif-nurder. 


bout grace every day; thou canſt not repeat the Word 
to thy Houſhold in faith, but thou canſt repeat it in 
as good. manner as thou art able, chat i thy means. 
Nowif thou wilt not uſe the means, thou ſtickeſt at 7 
will not; and when thou doſt periſo, thou muſt thank 
thine own will, thou ſtickſt at a will not. The firſt queſtion 
Chrift asks thee is this, What canſt thou do > As 
when the ſons of Z cbedee begg'd toſitoneonthe the right 
hand, and the other on the -left, this they could not, 
except God did vouchſafe them a new gift. But what 
can ye do, ſayes Chrif? Ave ye able to drink ef the Cup 


cla I am Baptiiu vi um ave able, ſay they, Mas. 
28,223. Tofbull indeed drin eu. Markezhe puts them 
to de that: wel ce can, and then bids them leave 
that which they cannot xwwro God. I ſay, the firſt queſtion 
Chriſt askes thee is; What canſt thou do ? I cannot be a 
Saint, Lord help me to mercy, &c. Lea, but what 
canſt thou do2 Canſt thou not uſe theſe and theſe means 
I appoint thee 3. [f vhowwnlr wor: do them, neither will I 
belp thee. This is the nature of means, to be a means to 
chat which one canner; A child-of God can pray in faith, 
but hee cannot maſter ſuch æ luſt; and therefore 
he prayeth in faith that he may. He tan hear the 
word preached in faith, hut he cannot, get his heat to 


Thou eanſt not confer with grace, but thou canſt confer a. 


that I am to drink off, and le Baptized with the (Baptiſm| 


t ag he Would; and therefore: he hemeth in faith that | 


he may Doing theſe in Feith are the weavs ; now this is 
not the means of the wicked, for they cannot do any thing 
tn faith ; but their means is to ſet about them, at leaſt that 
they may. J cannor pri in faith, ſayſt thou: yea, but 
chou: canſt ſei up conſtant Prayers in thy Family! | 
though, ſuch s they are; thou canſt not caſt 
—— ſins in faith, thou mayſt caſt them off though; 


2 godly man may do theſe thing in faith, and there- 


fore that i his means, But that which iz he. can, is thy! WH 
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This - con- 
founds thc He- 
lena, of the Ar- 
mini ans. 


. Argus. 


Media. 


— — — 
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ae. Thou muſe pray that thou mayſt pray in faith;re- 


peat the Word that thou mayſc repeate it in faith; re- 
form thy life that thou mayſt reform it in faith : and 
ſeek the Lord that thou mayſt ſeek him in faith. Now 


omiſe upon their uſing of the means, they uſing them in 
Faith 3 — thou haſt — promiſe, yet who — 4 God 
may do ? As the King of Niaveh ſaid, lets .cry mightily 
to God; lets caſt away theſe and theſe (ins, who .knowes 
if God will turn and repent 2 7on.3-9. he had #o promiſe, 
he could not tell whether God would forgive. He would 
ſet upon the means, he would cry mightily, and it hit 
well, for Godſpared the City: if thou wilt not ſet upon 
the means, thou doſt 1 — And here I clea- 
ted two things: 1. That God appoihtseyemy manche 
means that he may uſe; he may uſe thoſe' meant that 
God commands him as meant. 2. That if he ill net, he den | 
wilfully peri ſb. = JH 53 in [31,006.34 Ine 
not oe f luton 0A in,) Seb roll! Urte 
Arguments to prove a wicked mau m {6 the mans 1 

that God appointeth as t... | 


X Ain 

cannot heare the preaching of the Word, ſayſt 
thou; Tam deafe, I cannot hear Sermons; chen thag 
is not thy means; reading which thou canſt, a nd inen 
ditating which thou tanſt. is thy means. Every: man 
may uſe the means that God does appoint him as 
Firſt, becauſe its the verymnatare of means to come be- 
teen ones (an and hi Camum and therefore they are cab 
led media, becauſe they come in the: midſt between a 
mans ca and his cant. By what means may IgO up 
to London d flying in the Aire is mot m meant. No, 
chat ib a rid means and not wine, for L cannot de it; 
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if thou wilt not ſet upon the means, thou ſtickeſt at | 
will not; I confeſs here is the difference, the godly have 4 


de not able; or carrying, if I cannot ride. BVery mans 
oe medium. 


viim 


* 2 
n 


The graſeſÞSelf-murter. 


he cannot he may be inabied todo! 

company of ſtockes and ſtones, but as mes that ars ei- 
fiable by bis word. If there were no means they could 
poſſibly uſe, they were likę ſtockes and ſtones. If. 
If they had no rares as means to let it in, mo wrderſtans 
ding as means to conceive it; no power of willing ut leaſt 
to ſet about it, then wee ſnould preach to a company of 
ſtockes. There muſt be ſome means propounded, that 
men ate inabled to uſe (though by any power of their 
owne they cannot do it graciouſly)or eiſe as good preach 
to a company of ſtockes. Now God proteſts he draws 

men as men may be drawne ; 1 draw them with the cords 
of a man. Heſ. 11. 4. That is, with fuch cords as a man 
| ay be dramne with; not like a company of ſtockes and 
of ſtones : if ye have but the carnall reaſon of a man, 
theſe co rds they would draw you. God dyawes youlike 
men, with the cords of a man; indeed, in the quick: 


medium: come in between that which he gas and chat | 
which he cannot, and he is to uſe them, that that which 


.: Secondly, becauſe God does aot ehrt 8 * 


ning of the heart, and in the point of repentance, a man 1 
no more actiue then a ſtone. But when he drawes you to 
the means, he drawes you like men, and therefore ye 
may come if you will. and if ye be but men, cheſẽ cotds 
are cords to draw men.. engl man on 
Thirdly ,- hecauſe Gods anger is very reaſomable; 


— 


thing and yet will not, we rall his — 4 ee | 
anger. Iknow : Gods anger is very reaſonable for things ' 
vhich thou canſt not, — — he gave thet power; 
but when he commandeth the means, now his anger 
is very reaſonable. We our owne ſelves count this an- 


in No, nor uſetbe means for to do it? Would not 


this anger any body, ſay we:?: So, for theſe. things ſale 
comes t — of God pon the children of diſobedience; 


[ when a Maſter is angry with a ſervant, that may do 2 


| 2 reaſonable: in the like caſe; what, wilt he not | - 


3. Arga. 


Eph.5.6. That is, for adultery, for fornication, for 


— — * 


H vaine! 


2. Argu. 


r — 4 


* 
——_—_— 


— — _ — 
- cw a_— . ” 


— LET p—_—— 


— — 


py 


viel Tmpemnency 


| Fhedience. He does not ay fot not b. 


yaine words, _ vain hopes to be G_— 
things comes the wrath of God ya the children of diſe- 
\rehewed, for 
not being converted ; but for rheſe ning: comes the 
— God forth. — ee but his wrath 
— or theſe things, becauſe 
— F They will not give over 
— "Gs — are the hinderances to cotwerſion; 
this is very rea - If a man were hot able to do 
it, there would be ſome ſhew at leaſt of unreaſonableneſs 
in Gods anger; but there is not any ſhew of unceaſo- 
nableneſſe in his anger, when men will not buckle to the 
means which they may. When God commanded: the 
Eg yÞtiavs to ſubmit wp to be humbled; they would 
not; he commanded them at leaſt to uſe the ears, 
te let bs pe 
_ the T 


| 


meaſure of anger. When Ava forceth 
to be angry wherher be with or no, he => 


— — his Maſters anger is «wres/an.,6/r; hee 
28 


of his errands. and he will nor ; he may. do this 
and be wit nor: if he cannot do the buſi- 
neſſe u ſelfe, he may uſe the means;vand will not. 


Now, bis reaſonable; becauſe he 

foxceth him to b 1 aut brin- 

2 rth butter, —— 222 of wrath brin forth 
Pro. 30.33. He does evenchurn bis Maſters 


forees the — us a churner foreech 
to become Butter wo heforceconcs kindneſſe 
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Hy thou 


== 


e go, — — would not: you ſhall | 
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thou canſt nor quickes dy „iche but wite thou Hot Py * 
bone the wears? Thisrarneth the Lords anger, and his an- 


row 1 * | 
feref his Ring dew fo es wicked is 
* * were ſenſeleſs and quite dead, and couſd 
do nochis , his offer were not 25 ſhould a man 
offer a h red pound to a dead carcaſs; here is a hun- 
| dred pound for you; if -you'ltuhke it, Tle give it you. 
This offer were not ſerious, becauſe the dead carcaſs is 
not able to ſtir, but is ſenſeleſs. True, in matter of run 
verfion it ſelf, à man is as dead as 2 carcaſs. Neverthe- 
leſs he is not abſolutely a dead carcafs to all uſe of the 


the means, this offer us ſerious.” Turn you at my reproofe; 
| behold, I will pom out my ſpirit unto you, Prov. 1.23. He 
ſpeaks there even of Reprobates and all, and he ſeriouſly 
offers them his ſpirit; and therefore they might have 
gone about the means,” but they would not; Yoratis 
Hei eſt ſeria, as our Divines do all fay; and therefore 
che means he appoi may be uſed. 
| Fifely, becauſe Gods reproofs are very equall. Should a 
man reprove 2 2 running, this reproofe were 
not equall, becauſe he is not able to do it: Ty 
when God reproves the wicked for being 
reproofes ate all euall, though they — 
— l but then is grounded upon E. 
t namely, upon their volum 
— in Adum. "Ju —— God — == for 
= ſeri about the 27755 yon _ 
Pity not Fe ae, Eyes God? Ih 
C ＋ open fey * erer ind 
| this;  marke, his is very equall. 5 —.— 


means; he hath the life of nature, and reaſon, and of 
ſenſe ; and therefore when God offers his Kingdome in | 
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1. Argu. 


To conſtantly to mone 7 The reproofe was very. Ml 
If thqu wilt not ſet upon the means, thou art moſt e- 
qually condemned. I cannot preach ſo oſten as ſome 


do, nor be ſo much reſident as ſome are. No? Why 
wilt thou not give over one of thy two Livings then ? 


Thou art able to do that : If thou' lt not ſet upon 
the means, thy condemnation is equal. Thus I have 
confirmed this firſt Point, namely, That the wicked 
may uſe thoſe means that the Lord commands them, as 
means. - , 15 ä 
In the ſecond place I ſhewed that this being thus, 
thy condemnation muſt be wilfull if thou wilt nat uſe all the 
means, | | 7. 4 —_ 


eArguments to prove it. 
Firſt, The Lord will nat helpe that man by a miracle 
thou wouldſt faine go-to Heaven ʒ teil me, What legs 
bath God given thee? What means hath he lent thee? 


If thou wilt not uſe them, the Lord will never help 
thee without. . Had the 1/rae/ites had any means to 


ba gotten over Fordan, as Ships or Barkes, Boates, or 


. ee -a0d :they; would: not; hee would 
never have belptchem oven pit hour. You know how 


| che r the waters, Joſh. 3. 13. but if they had 


e means, he would not have help'd them 
vn this manner without: if they had food ſufficient in 
the Wild to eat, and they: would not, he would 
got have rained food downe npon them. Had they had 
Shaomakers and Drapers, and cloth ſufficient to come 


by, and they would not, he would never have mira- 
euleuſi help d the garments from wearing It's a tempting 
Hod, Mnen tmouna! the meanes, and wilt hetebe 
diſige nt in chem, to deſire God to helpe:chee withour, 
| ha} ve thy chjldren.Gods:childres,-thy-fa- 


| 


mi 2 Cheriſh family; then uſe the meuanes. Set up the 


con- 
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| 


to gs, that bath legs to go, and will not. Thou ſayeſt, 
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heel not bate.rhee a farthing of this price:Heſersrhisprice | 
eti: his mercies and graces, thou muſtiuſ all the 


a Ss ends ate S* * % n 2 
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| " The graft Slfuirder. 


—— ww. www 


E Gode Name, Morning and Evens 


| ing4mongthem; ſer. up Riad, ſer up Cartebifams 
E good thing r — Ae e 2 


meim; Talk of Heaven in thy meetings, reaſon about 
bruce pee of good ſouls, ind how may I come by an 
humble 
ſpirit ? If thou hiit t le conſt ant in uhu ad of frh , 
aibiy prayers to Jou are nothing but temptingi. Thou 
art troubled with by thoughts; thou fayſt,chow wouldſt 
fain be delivered there- from; then uſe the means, be not 
ſo long without God every hour, pray every day oftner, 
ſtrive in the duty the harder; if thou wilt not uſe the 
means, God will never help thee without. Thou arc 
ſull of thy doubtings, thou ſayſt thou heartily deſireſt to 
be freed; then uſe the means, or thou lyeſt: give over thy 
broad walking,thy broad acquaintance ;thoſe that have no 
mote holitleſs 
friends If thou wilt not uſe the means,God:-wilhnever aſ- 
ſure thee without, nor convert thee withour;; if Diver his 


ſhall have no miracle from the dead, Luke. 16.18. if God 
lend thee the means. he will not ſavethee without! 

1 Secondly, Cod il not bats tber a fart hing off the price 
be ſers thee at; hen a Tradeſman hath once ſet his low 
eſt price, he will not go lower. Now the uſe of the 
means are Gods loweſt price, the Lord will not hate a fate 


Pra. Ty. 16. Themeans of gracmure this 
is in thy hands when the bord vouchſa 
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br not as though grace might he valueiih no, it e. 


det all priess; ar as thougbegrate were nat free; Yea; | 
freeandgwitions price: its fir though that this-price 


[Soul Be. tuupon the aims, that uhe phond Zbeg⸗ 
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on 
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Wooldſtthot be kvly, and herrn chem ufe the | 


in them then the Nockareithy:boſomeſt | 


five brethren will not hrare Moſes and the Prophets, they | | 


' thing of that; yer fore is a price pùtimo the hand of fold 


| gat ſhould chooſe. to receive it; if thou wilt not 
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rt ꝰ Ho may Iget faith, and be led: by: the a | 
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| pls canſt never look that God foo ee 
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SIDES 


7 rr and Seine never bud ie cheaper 
not Abrahaw, iſaac, nor — nor Pai, they were 


ve cother 1 
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Soma = 
Chri t hom part for one * 
and go and thank — ce wit icin 8942 
dps —5 | 
Thirdly, God will never br broughr ont of — 


—— 


to ſhew thee any mercy, or give thee race. 
er. — the — ACC, 
There thou muſt ns | 
— reo-find him. 18 24 Dante 


—— — * 


hier) ee py oH 
— Fo 2mizy .. thank his on — — 


canſtmos look to fete God ut of bir owy © * 2] 
# 7 4 


_ — 
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the me m_ 2 grace.» ee, Endeavour t to obey | 
pp ops; 'i &c.* theſe and other means Note. 
of kin are his: — | 


ches ane thewayes wherein 
they muſt wait to find God, if chey would have 
him; In the way of thyj 2: have we waired for thee: 
v 1/a. 26.8. Thetethe god wait for the Lord, in the 
| | ay where his walke iv ; will nor be ſpoken with, but | 
nl) third ib — *Ifthom wiler os fert Enfers, | 
ver dr yſt rhank —ͤ— __ miſſeſt him; 
that are negligent to out in Gods wayes; ye can 
Gr log to a go mercy while ye live. — ans | 
ſcy, and cry for mercy,and grone for mercy, ye muſt look | | 
to periſh without it, if ye will not ſeck it in his wayes; | 
ſeek him in ſome, but you will not ſeek him ini«// ; | 


aur your ves cen you am him. Do you think 


che King will come to — bim d petitions? ? 
ou Abe and take 1 is to be | | 
. will ot be polis wink bur 'onty inc his | | 
meyer the Jews received Sacraments meals 
meat is as à nem Sacrament in the Wi 1 | 
— gry tne BL Fut I will not 
ou, fayes: Never tell me of your ſeeking 
. en den ile yow; clean, pan awely f 1. 1. 18. 
yas the euiſlof your. learner 20 pan nyo | 
and lerr reaſor iogerlarj h 
ler, Ile whiten. them. Now 
you will com e hither. - What, — — ae, in 
thy family ? not give over thy baſe camall conſorts? 
| keep ſuch diforders. thy roofe; and mt thiflife ? 
' foreds ſtalꝰ and Iwo the. Dinell fil ; curſed 
paſſions ſtill -? - at my children ſtilt 3 Db 
thou . — and. hope to find good ? | 
No! ; as godd cut off: a doggs neck; as give him 
ſacrifice: of prayers n long as you unte ini your 
own wyes: EU 6. 3. You 1 
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ou all; what eſhalll do c Sauld he he would 
kan havedpokenithy Mod f . No, no, g to A. 
u, &57 if thbu iR not cek hin in his ay, thou 

— ſerved if thou miſſeſt him. ln. 
} beſeech you conſider this point, you can never look 


to be ſaved, .cxcept you l ſet your ſelves to do ,what you | 


may aud [call thoſe meant that you may; for.though 
the che uſe/of th means does not ſave you, vet they ate the 
way; thigh not cauſa reg nandi, et via regni; and if 
you will ar uſe e, v. can never have his 
K bar _ 


7. 1 | Reaſons of 14. 
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4 begotten wirliaut means : the end is eternall life, Rom. 
M6222: errrnull lift is an end, and therefore -EACEPE the | 


mean be ane, 'P on tan never attain it. n, 

.Secondly;>God ath Au verdi to he Frome 192 
— Earth can mever ſepùtate them; either 

3 cheimcand thir God: hathrappointed;or elle he hath 
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ow life upomthis / that choir ſhall be: ZJivei/aich 
che dud, er j ine fball bow ito nee) and: everyutongue 
| all confeſs odd revery ane of u all Shall grve an ac- 
. ami. Rom. 14. 11. 12. every one of us, God 
will 
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theſe. ſhall be your means, theſe | 
von uſe; forit, — — be ſaved - without 


ſayes, Errepr theſe abide in the ſhip, pe cannot be ſaved 
42.17 eee keen er ye abide in- 1the means,ye | 
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the greateſt Self murder. 


will bate; bim He is the verieſt hypeerme in the Country, 
aud keepes more adoe then needs. Thus thy will is good 
to a company of metaphyſicall Saints in the clouds; but 
thoſe that are Gods Saints in particular, thow mocheſt. I be 
ſtubborne againſt the Commandements of God? I will 
not be ſtubborne againſt chem yea but this and ibas Com- 
mandement then wil not obſerve. T hou wilt not thinke beſt 
of them of whom thou ſhouldſt, nor take up that car · 
riage in meetings that thou ſhouldſt ; thou haſt a good 
will to the Commandements in affectian, but thy will 
ſtands againſt the partieulars of them.Generalls are but No- 
tions, when they are ab ſtralted from tbe particular. And 
therefore thy will is but a Notion: the will when it willeth 
indeed, willeth perticxlars, this particular duty, this p 

ticuler Ordinance. Indeed goed in the generall is the objet 
of the will but when the will comes to will in the exerciſe 
of it, it pitcheth ow particulars. 


ic hath potenti am execntivam ſo ferre at it will, c. Ithath 
an executing power to goe ſo far as it wills; if thou didſt 
truely and really will to ſpeake holy, thy will would 
make thy tongue to put it in execution. If thou hadſt a 


Peake the praiſe of the Lord, ſayes David, Pſal.119.171, 
32 my ſoule it ſhall praiſe thee,verl 175. Igrant the woul · 
ding of the will goes farther then all execution can goe, 


pr 


to will is preſent with we, but bow to per forme that .wbich : 
god, I 7 not, Rom. . 18. — place the rather, 


live; and yet come to this Saint and that Saint; bim thou by 


f 


| 


will, thy will would command execution, my tongue (bell | 


Fifthly, thou haſt no true wil, I ſpeake ſtill to the cars |' 
nall, 1 Gay thou haſt no true will, becauſe if thou ray 
diaſt will, thou couldſt; if thou didft truely will to believe, | 
and will to be a new creature thou couldſt; for the will |. 


becauſe many wreſt it to their own deflrauction- Oh ſayes 
a wicked man, I have a good will, l would as Pas! ſayes, 
but I cannot performe, thus men miſ-interpret this place, | 
for looke bow far Paul would, he could performe,for the will 


hath pg e imperative force _ | 
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e much as he would, that is, he could not 


\ draw 6n his will ſo ſtrongly abe would. His will was 
Saint in xhis World hathany 


y ſanctineti, no 
tiefſcof Will Hand durefore his 
2 —ů will is not 


chy will be oonerteii to God, than thy ſelſe art con- 


din; if ye 


dient i 
1 —— ent ſayes the:-Text „II. 


 thae Man dars:obey, 
in om — Rel chpo wen pf exccuti- 
on, and the whole min W This is the reaſon 
why Dior lay, chat the finoirity f the will is the conditi- 
on of the & yell, wherefore if thou baeſt not ei- 


. chi members of bp 


dun, them toꝶyield, thou art not ſo much as wil - 
nig a att. Ira Jace ofPrace nde we he would 
| yer whenallcomes toall,hewill 
ro ν,j-oi bs = ics write it; nor his owne 


erz world deny elfe, why then 
— = it ? If thy will 
— — Targus _ oo _ ak 
— menu hu haſt done Here 

wer haarkew after! vgnity as thou; haſt; done; and 

| ckuligh x Thb yd 7 run at rovers as ye — 
tone. your will were but willing, it wd com I kae 
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videril commanded his ſuule, O my; e the. Lord, 
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len 


n „ obedience even goes as farce as the will. | 
And therefore if thou art willing ; in Haine t kau art obe> | 


hoer art dw willing 64 3 of ithyſpule 
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— Nouif Shy wlll willnor | 


he wilbnot. Poſt thou | 
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unwilling, he could nat indeed 
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Name, verſe 1. Solchen wert willing, chy will would 
comm randall thy ſoule3- foule, thou ſhale nut be fo [ele 
dome at thethrone of grace as thou art; &c. thas much 
of die nt nag pert ourthe wills 

tae Od; W "ron 


do: abe, bind. 


4 i at. 
92 5 Sen 
mY 4 lulkwel bez Sh can 1100 beſt whark 11. „ hee Sud 0 or 
thine own beart ? verily the Lord that did — it, is like 
lieſt to know beſt. Now the Lord ſayes 
thou deſireſt not grace 3: yea and t Kearny es — 
wa 9708509 Ae it e eee. — 
A anto.G us, we 
of bj # wayes,Tob,21. 14. N eyertkeleſſe, betauſt a. 
deſt ſo ſtoutly upon it, that thou doeſt delve rate, Tle 
tell thee the reaſon of thy miſtake. - 
Firſt, thou haſt putative er thinking deſtres, thou thin 
17 thou defireſt, and therefore thou art miſtaken 5 like 
execa's y oung febober, that id he — — 7 — 1 
mae not 95 45 kh he, he lies, but thinher 
be deſires; ſo thou fayeſt thou de Rel. [ will not foy cha 


* [ 
But thou me wy 27 and therefore thou do _u 0 ik. at 


3 Object. 
! anſwered. 


Jyeſtzbut thou think thou doeft fo;now alas rbyebongbhs 

| are the vain:ſt things in the'World. © How longfball bam 
| thotght; Fudge within thee. Ter.4 14. thy thoughts art 
very vain, there is no truſting to them. Nauman thought, 

11 thought, ſaith he, but how wide his thought was the 
| ſtory declares. Haan thung bt, be thought in his heart fayes | 

the Text, hut his thoughts came to - a+ + but a Gal. 

lowſe and « Halter. Ibibenos thought, but yu h) 


Vanity of 
thoughts. 
2 Kings 8.3 t. 


Eſter 6.8. 


1 what his thoughts did come unto ; ĩt bes 1. on his 
| own head, nothing is more vain then the thouphts of 
carnall mens hearts: ſo thou thinkſt- thei et; lr 

thy thought is but vanity. ' * 

| Secondly, thou haſt jpninant deſires > thou dof defi 

to be one of Gods —— mw 3 it igrioranthysfor | 


when 


i 
1 
j 


| 


$4 > > # 
23 


when thou comeſt to ſee who the Saints be, namely, ſuch 
and ſuch whomchou conceivelt to be ſtrange — and 
beet ©o oe fer Cbrif, thondal jonenth +fr 8 for 
to goe after Chriſ, thoudolt ignorantiy di ſire it, for 
when — ſeeſt thou muſt tak wp bis eroſſe, then thou haſt 
as defire thereunto; as the Prophet ſpeakes of Chriſt in 
the perſon of the wicked: when we ſhall ſee him, there is 
us beauty that we ſhould deſire him, Eſay 53. 2. thou deſireſt 
with ignorant deſires before thou ſeeſt who he i:; but 
when thou ſeeſt who he is, thou doſt not deſire him. 
| Thou deſireſt his grace, thou deftreſt to believe and repent, 
and to pat wp injuries, theſe are ignorant deſires before 
thou ſeeſt they be; but when thou ſeeſt what they 
be, that the injury is that thou ſhouldſt put up, then thou 
doſt not defire ro put it up ; what the june is that thou 
ſhouldſt leave, then thou doſt not deſire for to leave it; 
when thou ſeeſt them, then thou doſt not deſire them. | 
When we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we ſhow!ld 
defire him. ol 
Thirdly, thou haſt wandering defires.Oh faith one, you 
have a happy turne,you have good Preaching, and good 
meanes to be godly, and be edified. I deſire to be ſo; but 
| alas our Miniſter does not Preach, and we have a dub 
dige; and I am in a very wicked place, If I were as you | 
EM are, I ſhould count my ſelfe happy. God knowes, Ideſire 
| heartily the edification of my ſoule;thus thy defires an- 
MP . | der ofter other mens caſes ; and thou wilt not ſtirre out for 
| thine owne. flow doeſt thou deſire to be edified, when thou 
wilt not ſtir out two. or three miles to be edified? Thy 
deſires are like manning, vagrants , that will be every 
where wandring, but only there where they ſbox/d be. So 
| thy deſires goe roving up and downe, and you are happy, 
aud he is happy, and thou art unwilling in the meane 
time to labour, where and how God hath inted 
thee, Theſe are none but gadding , wandleg Mis : 
| better is the ſight of the eyes then the wandring of the defire, | 
| Teel. 6.9.thy deſires wander abroad to a roming e 
5 0 
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| ſach defire that it hath to doe it hereafter', but only be- 
cauſe it is anivilling to doe is for the preſent. Like a man | 


| opportunity by thee, why doft thou not take it? thou haſt 


chou ſay thou haſt a will for bereafier, that is but a gull, 
that thou mayeſt not will for the preſent. 


| 


without Gods 3, no will can goe without God. Gods will 


„ the crofſeſt Self-wurder. . 


gives thee to ſee;thus much of the third objection, dran 


from deſire. 

The faurth Obj etiam. | 
Thou reſolveſt and baſt good purpoſes, but ob tba canſt not 
| performe them. 


I anſiver thee, doe but conſider what 2 is, 
and thou ſhalt ſee how thou art cozened ; theſe purpoſes 
thou ſpeak ſt of are onely vsluntates de futuro. | will bere- 
after looke to is better then I have done heretofore. Hereafter I 
will, I purpoſe, that ishercafter 1 will; alas: this will 
for hereafter is n will. SITE 

Firſt, becauſe its onely is ſbuffell off the willing for the / 
ſent. Now the heart is unwilling to 6bey, and therefore 


i off the Commandment to hereafter, not for any 


that is 222 to lend, lle lend you hereafter ſayes he, 
ſay nat unto thy Neigbbour got and come againe,. and to mor- 
row I will give thee, when thou baſt it by thee, Fro. 3.28. his 
purpole to lend him to morrow, was only becauſe he 
would ſhuffell off the lending to day. And therefore this 
purpoſeof willing hereafter, is no will at all, but onely 


co ſhuffell off the willing for the preſent. Thou haſt the 
the tewpration by thee; why doſt thou not refiſt it? doſt 


Secondly, this will for bereafier is us will, becauſe it goes 


is now, he would have thee now and thox wilt net; thou 
wile hereafter, but then may be he will not. He that will 
not when he may, when he will he ſhall have nay ; after- | 
wards thou wouldſt faine be converted, and pardoned, 


of iber, but thou wilt notobſerve that which God 


&c. Lord open to me, nay but O man, when I would then 
5 wouladſt 


3 Object. 
anſwered. 


* — 
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wilial -Iwpenitency . by 


5 Object. 
an{(weret. 


| 


| have choſen ? to affiit# a mans ſelfe far a day So is this the 


World ſt net; now thou wexldſt, but I will n, thy will is 
for hereafter goes, without Godi, and therefore tis no will. 

Thirdly, thy will for hereafter is no will, becauſe thou 
ſhalt miſſe thoſe ſappeſit ions that thoxe willeaſt pon. 

Firſt, Thou ſappoſeſt thox ſhalt bave fewer temptations 
here after O when theſe troubles are over, and theſe temp-' 
tations are over, I will; nay but O man when theſe are 


all over, new ones will come. And if the temptations for 


the preſent be a hinderance, ſome temptation or other as 
bad thou fhale meet with, that ſhall hinder thee hereafter 
much more, and therefore this ſuppoſition ii falſe. : . . 

Secondly, thou ſwppoſeſt ibo fbelt be fitter bereafier;but 
qui non eſt bodie cras minus apt us erit, if thou beeft not ſit 
now, much leſſe wilt thou Le afterniards , thou It bũ un 
ter and unſister 3 like meat, the longer it is kept, the un 
fitter tis to bꝛ eaten, and therefore this ſuppoſition is: 
falſe too. | Fenty inven ff ' 

Fourthly, thy will for bereafrer ir no will, bus a mocle - 
ry. Antigens 6 Hour, Antigon us [ will give, this ianot good! 
in mens Lanes much lefſe in Gad. Dabo, I will give, this 
is no gift, ſayes the Law. So reſipiſcam, I will repent, hit 
is no repentance, ſayes God ; thus you ſee this objection 
is nothing, never tell me of thy purpoſes, thy purpoſes, 
are willings for hereaſter, and they are no will at al. 


The fifth ObjeBfion. | | 
Thou cndeavonreſt and labore to ſerve God and io be 
_— 


ſou r 

I anſwer thee, Alas; L this to labour fir grace au for | 
H-aven, when thou laboureſt ſo idly ? as God ſaid of that 
aſting; ſo may I ſay of thy labour, I chi the faſt that 7 | 


labour that I have choſen ? To labour ſo as thou labou- 
reſt ? but | need not to inſiſt on this ples, thy conſcience 
is able to anfwer it. Thou labour? thy conſcience knows 
well enough thou art lazy, thou doſt not labour for 


[ 


holineſſe; fo then thine inmpenitency is wilſull, and thy 


dam | 


Lat i . 
* TAS — 99 


— 
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1 wilfully aud 401 recixe milfak 


heare and obe. 


you will not, Hos 99... 
Seoondly, your-deſtruZGion 65 in iſt juſt, you cannot al. 


prefſeth abe Goſpell uf grace upon you andy ou put it of, 
? AQ. 13 46. 775 3Ff . | 
" Thirdly, your deſtructiam is inexcuſoble, you have no- 


{ obexcaſer, he hath offered yau ſoning krow/edge. and you 


ſele, threatninge, and you ſwould not: Your mauthes 
ate quite ſtopped hen you perith. MAarb. 2 2. a, 


but you would not. You have hardued your necks , and 


ed without remedy, Prov. 29.1. | 3 
.  Fifthly; your deſtractiaz iy pittileſſe ; what eye can pĩt · 
ty you? Wilt, will have will, though Will will bape woe, as 
we ſay 3 not God: nor Angels, nor Saints, no eye can pi- 
ty you. If che thieſe will ſteale and will to the Gallowes, 
let him goe; be is no object ot pity ; as we ſay of a wil - 
full man, no tale can tune him to take heed ſo no means 
cun tune you to take heed; and therefare when you rue 
i dann? Be) partie d. uit 


l fret ore. then choſe which one hath wilfully puld 
om Hut er Von le one day anaſh your own — 2 
ven. om mill, banhtiyour own hearts; woe is me, I am 


Fifa thut jour deſtonZian i; From gow Jelſy ou cannot 


= 


To conclude then, underſtand all chat you will not 


caſt ĩt upon Godihe offers you thegyeans to eſcape it, and 


leadge ſeverĩty ur crnaltyę hut ſelves arg, crucl} 
ones. Yau judge your own ſeſvęe unto Hell. The Lord 


ching to excuſe you ;. God hath taken away ali cloaks 
wad not; 4 Cbriſi aud you mod not : good motion, coun»: | 
Fourty, your diſt-uFien is wnoveydoblezif you would 


have relented and yeilded, there might have beene hope, 
what s chat but ã will nor? Therefore yau thallbe de 


Sixthly, your Air uetium ir grieviaw;of all plagues,uone | 


— 


elfe kindled ir. I might have prevented it; but I would nas. 
BY | 3 Now 


Arnd ile roll; und my ſelie githeted ic in Hell, and my | | 
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| this truth. 
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Note. 


1 Vſe. 

For inſt ru- 
Thou canſt 
never be hum- 


bled unleſſe 
thou believe 


your bearts o — 


1 Excuſes | 


Now followes ——— 


Learne inſtruction then, leaſt ye periſh wilfully; re. 
forme as much as of art done with all your diſor- 
ders, ſtumblin iniquities, and all the 7dols of 
into the brooke Kidron, up þ 
ood courſes as much as you may, all the meanes to 
falvatien ashumbly as you may; let not any family be 
without the due worſhip of God in it. Fathers, ſuffer 
not finne on your children, nor Maſters on your ſer- 
— — — not, 2 n_ covet not the exer · 
ciſes o juſtly, inexcuſably, unayoydably, | 
— adp eine ſor — — — * 

Topbet ; NE Daxid then fill unto Selomen, after he had ſee 
him bufineſſes to doe, ariſe therefore and be ding, and the 
n 22.16. So I may ſay 
to you, ariſe and be doing ; up, ſer about it, uſe no excu- 
ſes, humble your ſelves before God, {ce your miſery and 
bewayle it, and oLondbe with you, ALY 


Ut may be you will ſay, this Dofrine is Pelagio- 
ni ſme, or Armiznjaziſme, atleaſt. Nay then, let me 
tell you tis Arminianiſoc to hold the contrary. Jon male 


our will; to be your on, and free for to will, ibat ſay your wil 
1 but you cannet. Aud if if God ſhould give you a 


poſſe, A lon — to be of the Pel ee 
2 give you a power, you W — adde the 
will. — over this, and ſo to goe on. 
„ into thy 
canſt never ſoundly be humbled ; if ay 
houlaſt r all - this 
while , — 2 — 9 wert hum 
bled : amen is never bumbled as long ar be — 
thou ſayeſt, I would be kolier, I would pray be 
I would reforme more, but I cannot 3 Abs tro 
excuſes, and not to be bumbled; For, 
Firſt, thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for al tranſgreſſions beſides | 


— 


B 


would I could ; belike then if ic had beene thy caſe as it 


| the greateſt Self-murder. 


on 'zall. A man muſt be hambled for hit actuall ſinnes as 


as well as tother. But thou pitcheſt all thy humiliation 
upon thy Apoſtacy in Adam, if nom thou pleadeſt a cannot. 
Lord, I confeſſe l was conceived in ſinne, but now I can- 
not doe with allʒl cannot doe otherwiſe though I would 
never ſo faine. I cannot but drinke now and then, and 
be drunke, I cannot but rap out an Oath now and then in 
| my haſt, &c. I confeſſe I brought this cannot wpor me in 
the loywes of Adam; but upon the ſuppoſall of that doſt 
thou bid me give over my ſinnes? J cannot; this is not % 
be bumbled, but to fall to excuſes. Its true, atuall — — 
on which naturally flowes from originall, 1 — t 
one and ſelfe ſame humiliation that originall does: But 
otherwiſe thon muſt be humbled wich a new hamiliati. 
on for thine actuall tranſgreſſions, or elſe thou art not 
humbled but pleadſt excuſes. David bumble; himiclfe for 
both, with one humiliation for the one; Pſal. 5 r.5. with 
another for the other, verſ:3. But as — as thou pleadſt 
on this faction, thou excuſeſt tliy ſelfe for thy actuall 
finnes, and never art humbled. 

Nay ſecondly, thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for thy originall 
finme tao. Lord, I would bewitboxt ſin, but I cannot, if 1 


ell as originall,and count himſelfe inexcuſable for one 


was Adar, thou wouldſt not have eaten of the forbidden 
fruit. And · therefore it was his fault and not thine, thou 
wouldſt not have ſinned if thou couldſt have otherwiſe 
chuſed. And therefore thou excuſeſt thy ſelſe for that 
too; for thou ſayeſt thou wouldeſt not have ſinned if 
thou hadſt beene as he, he finned when he might have 


— — 


otherwiſe chuſed ; but thou wouldſt not have done ſo. 
Thus thou excuſeſt thy ſelf for thine originall ſinne too; 
And tberefore thou canſt not be bumbled as long ar thou 
pleadſt thus ; the truth is chou didſt — as 
well as Adam. God made man prigbt, but they have ſought | 
many inventions. Eccleſ. y. 29. he ſpeaketh of Adam: 


2 Excuſe. 


out 
being upright; God made Aden 2 ; be does 2 
| I 


——— 


Wilfall Tmwpenitency 


firmicy.” 


4 Excuſe. 


| 


| ſumptueus ſinnes are all nothing with thee, thy. ub- 


Sinne of in- 


ſay but man bath found out many inventions, as though 
it were his fault alone that was ereated upright. No, God 
made man upright, bu ibey, marłe, he caſts tho blame up · 
on every man as well as Adam. But they have ſought out 
many inventions. Thus we muſt be humbled for our o- 
riginall corruption: but thou canſt not be humbled as 
long as thou pkadit on this manner; no thou excuſeſt 
y ſelfe, and therefore thou wert never yet humbled. 
Nay thirdly, thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for every ſinne, 
then mekeſt all thy ſi une ⸗ to he nothing but infirmitie s, as 
though Pauls caſe were thine ; the good which I would doe, 
— Not, and the evill which I mauld not doe, that doe J. 
Lwould be godlice then] am, but I cannot; and therefore 
chan make all thy ſinnes to be infirmities. What is a 
ſinne of inſirmĩty bus « ſinne the will proteftetb againſt ? 
thou ſayeſt chat thy will proteſteth againſt every of thy 
finaes; thou wouldſt leave them, bat thou canſt not. See 
then how fat tou art from ſound humiliation; thy pre 


bornneſſe nothing, and thy wilfulneſſe nothing, no all 
thy ſinnes are infirmities. Nay thou makeſt thy ſinnes to 
be purely and only infirmities, invineible infirmities ; in- 
vincible infirmities are the moſt excuſable of all. Now 
when thou ſayeſt thou ſtickeſt at a Cannot, thou makeſt 
thy ſinnes not onely infirmities, but alſo invincible infir- 
micles,ſuch as thou canſt not poſſibly avoid,thou wouldſt 
faine aroid them but thou canſt not;and therefore if thou 
goeſt this way to worke thou canſt never be humbled, , 

| — Thou commendeſt thy ſelfe more then God : 
— ever God ſhould inable thee and gire thee power 
to be a new creature, thou makeſt thy ſelfe more behol: 
ding to thy ſelſe then to God. The will is more then the 
power ; che will to believe and repent and convert, is 
mare then the power; Ads ſecuudus eſt nobilior actu pri · 
mo, To be. able to believe and to be alle to and become 4 
new Creature, theſe are bus firſt act. If God would helꝑe 


— 


— 


thee to theſe, thou ſayeſt thou wouldſt adde tother. Thou |- 


wouldſt 


XII 


r n 


_ the greateſt oel femut der 


„ 
2 


wouldſt believe and thou woyldft convert, and 
wouldſt be a new creature; if God would give thee 


commendeſt thy ſelfe more then God; for is mall pe 
which have a further reference unto act, the act is more noble 
then the power. The truth is, the will is better them the 
power of doing, and both is of God, and ſo the Apoſtle 


the Saints; Its God that worketh in you both the will 

deed, Phil. 1.13. marke, the will and the deed. * Firſt the 
wilt and then power to bring it into deed; the will 
is the primary bleſſing of God. And this is the reaſon 
why a obild of Gods eftate is now better under Chriſt then it 
was before in Innocency, for then be had onely power if be 
would; and now both the will and the deed. I ſay this is the 
truth, the will is more then the power; and therefore 
thou wert never humbled in thy life, that pleadſt, Ol 
would if I could; thow makeſt thy ſelſe more bebolding to ſelfe 


thou art not yet capable of converfion ; why? thou art 
=_ yer humbled , but ſtandſt at proud termes with the 
ord. | 

Nay fifthly , tbos canſt not ſo much as pray to God for a 
will, thou art ſo proud, that thou art conceited tho haſt that 
already. | have as good will to be good as any body elle, 
but I cannot poſſibly doe as I wonld So that all thy pray-' 
ers to God are a mockery. The godly humble ſoule prayes 
as the ancient Church uſed to pray; Lord give me a wil] 
to be good which my will is ſet againſt. But thou canſt not 

pray ſo, thou art a richer begger then ſo; for thou had} 


. 
ä 


| & 
power, thou wouldſt adde the act. And ee 


does ſhe it. Its God that worketh in you, ſpea ng 
the 


—— < 


[ 


then ts God, if God ſhould ever convert thee, and therefore 


Note. 


for a thing the lack whereof he is not ſenſible thereof; If 

any man lacke wiſdome , let him ate it of God, Famer 1.5. 

He cannot pray for a thing if he doe not thinke that he 

lacks it, Nor thou for a will, for thou doſt not thinke 

that thou lackſt it. Nay, if God ſhould convert thee thou 

canſt not give him thankes for 3 thee; for = 
: 2 wi 


a good will already thou thinkeſt. A man cannot pray 


— — 
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i 
s Excuſe. 
| 


| 


Carnaſl men 
excuſe them · 
ſelves,and caft 
the blame up- 
on God. 


1 Demon. 


will needed none; 


| 


| 


for thaw thinkeſt thee boſt it; nor Son dim oben, 


may be thou wilt pray for poſſibilities 
re ilitie/ 
when thou haſt them, but thou canſt not pray for « will, 


| s for tby wil 
for that is thene own, So that thou art Dewviliſbly prend ; 
never humbled {ance thou wert borne. Nay thou art ſo 
proud that all thy Prayers are but mockeries, and thy 


giving of thaakes is a mockery. How canſt thoxTocke that | 


Sed ſpould convert thee, when as thy proud he art telt Gd be 
fore-bend, thou wonldſt not thanke him if be ſhould. 


Nay fixthly, Thox caſte all the blame upin God; for its | 


even juſt as if thou ſhould ſay, I cannothelpe it if God 
be not pleaſed to inable me, how can I helpe it? my will 
is as good as anothers, ſuch and ſuch are ſo forward and 
ſo Heaveuly. God gives them the power; but my will 
God knowes is as good as theirs, I would faine doc as 
well as the beſt, but ] cannot; O if God would inable me, 
would. O beloved, take heed of theſe conceits, for yee 
caſt all the blame upon God; whereas the blame is in your 
ſelves, yes would not be inabled, I (ay yee caſt all the — 
upon God. | 

Firſt,beeauſe yee caſt the blame upon nature, ita my nature, 
and I cannot; I would, but its my nature and 1 cannot. 
Thou layeſt the blame upon thy Nature, and therefore 
thou caſteſt the blame upon God for not belping thee to « 
better nature; it is God that juſtly determines mens natures. 
Ones nature is more cholerick, anothers more fearefull, 


' | anothers more lazy, anothers more luſtfull. Doſt thou 


lay the blame upon nature, my nature is moxe ſubject to 
choler, and wrath? Alas, thou layeſt blame upon God. 


For its he that diſpoſeth of mens natures; and therefore, 


thou takeſt part with thoſe wretches that ſaie, why baſt 
thow made me ih ROm. . 20. thou layeſt the blame up- 
on God, I would not doe thus, but onely tis my nature, 
and I cannot helpe it. No. And wilt thou lay the blame 
upon God? No, no; this is thy nature and thou art 
contented with this nature. N 
Second 


IN 
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Secondly, Thou doſt caſt the blame pom temptations, it is | 2 Demon, 
my hard hap to fall upon temptations. I was tempted or 
I would not have done it; this is to caſt the blame upon 
God too, for it is bir prrvidemce to order temptations. Such 
and ſueh temptations for one man, ſuch and ſuch for a- 
nother, ſuch now and ſack then. Its the providence of 
| God that diſpoſeth which and which temptations every 
man ſhall have. One ſhall have temptations to Pride, a- 
nother temptations to Wrath, another to Revenge, ano 
ther to Covetouſneſſe. Its true; Gad remppterb us n, bur | j 
be orders the temptations of men. Let no man ſay he ir terupred 
of God, for God tempteth no mn. No, every man is tempted 
to finne by his own luſtre, Thus thou would ſay if thou : 
wert humbled ; but thou layeſt the blame upon God; ic | 
was long of temptations that I did it. This is as if thou 
 ſhouldſt ſay twas long of God, that I did it, becauſe 
'ewas Gods providence that ſuffered theſe tenptation / to be 


layd for thee. 
Thirdly,becauſe thou layeſt the blame upon the times,the | 3 Demon. 
times are very bad.I would not goe in this faſhion,but on- 
ly that che times require it · I would be more given to 
faſting and repeating the Word, &c. I would will in ly 
be more forward then I am, but the times are very bad ; 
This is is lay the blame upon God too, for God ſetteth every 
mans time. If I had beene in Chrifts time, or Pauli time, or 
Queene Elizabeth time, I would have done thus and 
thus. Thou layeſt the blame upon God, for God ſetteth 
every mans time; When God from eternity made bis com- 
mon place-Booke of all the while World, he appointed ſuch 
and ſuch to live firſt, ſuck next, and ſuch laſt : Such and 
ſuch to live here, and flick there; Such at Rochford; and 
ſuch at London; (6 ſayes the Apoſtle, be hath made of one 
bloud all Nations of men, to dwell on all the face of the Earth; 
and hatb determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds rf their babitations, Act. 17.26. marke, he hath ap- 
inted the times, and the places. The times when chey 


all live, and the places where. God ſetteth mens — 
| an 


James 1.13. 
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4 Demon. 


5 Demon. 


Note. 


That which 
men call for- 
tune, is Gods 
providence. 


| 


eit; But this I cannot doe; if it were any other inju- 


and bad lucke, it was my ill 
I cannot but fret and lie out of doores. Alas, marriages | 


and therefore thou which: layeſt the blame upon * 
times, the blame upon God. 

F y: becauſe thou layeſt the blame upon this Com 
maundement, if it. mere any Commandement but this, Fm, 


ry buechis,any diſgrace but this, I would willingly — 
it up, but I cannot put up this; if it were any duty but 
this; I would doe any thing but this, but to root out all 
diſorders out of my houſe, alas I cannot doe this, 1 can · 
not live, as good keepe no Inne at all, as not ſuffer men 


to caſt the blame pon God too, that he ſhould make ſuch a 
Commandment as this, he ſhould have done wel to have 
made azotber Lam, and penned another Goſpell, and then 
Iwould have kept ic: thou layeſt the blame upon God 
for it is Gad that made all theſe commandments, theſe 
are the commandments of the Lord, Dezt.6.1. - The Lord 
made all the Commandments, and this too, and therefore if 
—_ ——,. blame upon this,thou layeſt the blame up · 
Fiſchly, becauſe thou aye the blame pon ill fortune 

ortane to marry a ſhrew and 


are made in heaven, and God hath decreed them, thus 
thou layeſt the blame upon God, tas my ill fortune to 
miſcarry , to light upon ſuch a corapanion, to be ſs. 
over · taken as 1 was, I would willingly have had it 


it, and it = out — — thus thou commit - 
teſt two evils,thou playeſt the eAtheift in ſpeaking of fortune 
like them in the her, that — fer FRE 


two evils, one in calling it Fortune, the other, thou lay- 
eſt the blame upon God, for that which thou profound · 
ly calleſt faͤrtune and lucke, ita d 7114) deute orten, ſayes 
Ariſtotle, the very Heat ben is able to toll it it Cod, and the 


to call ſor vat they would. I cannot doe this ; this is | 


to have beene otherwiſe, but I had not the lucke of | 


as the word {ignifies, Eſay 65 1. I fay thou committeſt 


| Scripture puts it for Gods providence; and therefore ”y en 
| thou 


_ 
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thou layeſt the blame upon ill fortune, thou layeſt the 
blame upon God, ſo that hence ye may ſee, that thou 
canſt never be humbled as long as thou pleadeſt on this 
wiſe before God. I would very willingly, but I cannot: 
I ſay thou canſt never be humbled, becauſe this is to lay 
the blame upon God. Indeed a child of God, that of nuwil- 
ling is made willing, be may plead a cannit before Gbriſt with» 
out laying the blame upon Gad, Lord, Ieant humble my 


proud heart, nor cruciſie this bewitching luſt of mine, 
Lord Iam not able to doe it, I beſeech thee to helpe me. 
I fay a child of God that is ſincerely willing to doe it, 
may plead a cannot before Chiriſtznay Cheiſt his promiſe 
can no where be applied, but where the ſoule can truly 
plead a cannot. He giveth powerto the faint, to him 
that hath no might I will increaſe ſtrength, Iſay. 40.29. 
when the ſoule lies tugging and pulling at his heart and 
cannot pull ic ap, ſtriving and endeavouring and uſing 
all holy meanes and cannot; its even faint with pulling 
and tugging at that whichũt cannot. As ye know twill 
make any man faint to be tugging at a milſtone, which 
he cannot pull up. When the ſoulelies thus at a cannot, 
Iwill give power ſayes Chriſt, though it have no 
ſtrength. I will inable it: « child of Gad that i willing, 
may pleade a cannot, without laying the blame upon God, but 
then he bamblet his ſoule for all his former will nots, nay 
for his too tos many will nots for the preſent. But thou canſt 


* 


cannot, becauſe thou layeſt the blame upon God. 
Nay ſixthly, thou canſt not be humbled becauſe thou 
doſt not onely lay the blame upon God for thy ſinnes, 
| but thou findeſt fault with all Gods proceedings ; it is as if 
thou ſhouldeſt ſay,why does be bid me repent, when be know: 
I cannot? why does he yet complaine? Rom 9 19. he 
knowes that I cannot, why does he woe me to doe that 
which I cannot? or promiſe me bleſſings if I doe, when 
he knowes that I cannot? why does he helpe me to more 
and more knowledge? he does but hurt me with know- 


never be humbled while thou liveſt, if thou pleadſt thus a | 


1 | ledge, 
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2 Vſe. 


vers the hearts 
deceitſulneſſe. 


Jer. 17.9. 


My ſmnes are nom againit knowledge, and Mi. 
niſters tell meichac is worſe; this is all that I get by your 
preach iy thou ſindeſt fault with all Gods correcti 
ont: why does he puniſh me for not doing of that which 
cannot? — —— v7 rp ; the 
truth is, hou mi get a great y knowledge, 
by exhortations, and reproofes,and corrections but thou 
wilt not: ĩt not eaſier to leave a ſinne when thou know - 
eſt it, then when thou art ignorant of it? to be moved 
when thou art exhorted, then when thou art not admo- 
 niſked at all? to forſakea ſinfull courſe when once God 
hath /imbirtered it to thy fleſh by corre&ions, then when 
it was ſweet? is it not eaſier to give over drunkenneſſe, 
when thy exceſſe is bitter to thy ſtomacke, then when it 
was pleaſant?(o it is with every other ſinne, thou mightſt 


but thou wile not. Why ſbeuld yer be ſtricken any more? pee 
will revolt more and more, 3 | 2 will ſayes God, 
this is Gods language, s fault with thy vi, bun 


thus; but this ſecret grumbling is in thee, if thou ſayeſt 
not be humbled. 
In the ſecond place, if it be thus, the reaſon why thou 


doſt not amend, is not becauſe thou canſt not, but be- 
cauſe thou wilt not. 


See bere then the deceit of thy bears. 


It God would give me grace, I would willingly doe 
any thing ; this is nothing but che deceitfulneſſe of thy 
heart, which is deceitfull above all things.For thy heart does 
but here he «to Gd; I would very faine, if God would 


inable me; thou lyeſt ; God knowes it is not ſo? * 
the 


— 


- arid make my finnes to be worſe, — 


get a great deale of God by every one of Gods dealings, 


thou findſt fault with bis wil; why does he ſmite me more 
and more, | cannot but revolt? I cannot doe as he would 
have meʒ _— thy laſts are more mannerly then to ſay 


that thou Rickeſt at a cannot, and therefore thou canſt 
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the wilfull Iewes,chey would be Gods people, they would 
ſtay themſelves upon God; God tels them in they 
lyed, I knew thou wert obſti nate, and thy — 34 an iron ſi 
nem, and thy brow hraſſe. 7ſzy 8. . wouldeſt thou believe 
me? no, no, | know thou art -bſtinare and will not; ſo 
God knowes thou art obſtinate. I cannot ſee this is a 
finne to ſay faith and troth, I cannot ſee tis a ſinne not 
to pray daily in my family, not to repeate the ſermon e- 
| very Sabbath: If I could ſee it were a ſinne I would mend 
it; no no, thou lyeſt to God, thou art obſtinate and thox 
. wouldeſt not have it a ſinne, and thou wilt not believe it, 
and if thou didſt know it to be one, thou wouldſt not 
ref. rme it. | ha 
Secondly, hereby thou dodgeft with God and thou temp- 
teſt the Lord. If God would give me grace I would doe it; 
this is nothing but dallying and crifling with the Lord; 
for why doſ thou nor ſet about jt and try every day. what 
thoy eanſt doe ? If God would but quicken me and per- 
Fade me, and compell me, and inable me, Iwould doe 
it. Alas thou dodgeſt with with God as the people in 
the Goſpel, if he will come downe from, the Croſſe we will 
believe in him, Mat. 27. 42. they had no will to believe 
in him, this was nothing but dodging : Cbrift bad done 
enough for them to make them believe, if they had any 
ſach will, and this ways nothing but a pretence ot their 
deceitful] heart. ii . 1 ag 
Thirdly,hereby thou ſbef:ſt off the ward, when thox haſt 
beard it, God give me grace to do ſo as he hath taught 
me this day, alas I'cannor my ſelfe, God give me grace, 
and fo ſhuffleſt it off, and think'it no more of it: like 
| (choſe you call) ged7atbers in ſome places, as ſoon as e- 
ver they are charged at the Font to looke to the child, 
and ſee him brought np in religion, they preſently goe 
and put off the charge ... the Father, l pray you take the 
charge upon you: fo the layeſt the charge at Gods deore, 
when God gives thee any du v in charge, thou layeſt it 
at his doore, as though it ſtuck here, and there thou — 
N te 


» 
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teſt it lye, not ſetting about it to doe it; God give me 
grace, repentance is bis gift, and if he doe not give it, I 
cannot repent, l would but I cannot, if he doe not give it: 
the ſpeech is very good and becomes a godly ſoule that 
makes conſcience of the meanes to lay it, but this is thy 
ſhuffling to lay it at Gods doore,as though it ſtuck there; 
God tels thee plainly it docs not ſticke at kim,he would 
bave all to come wntorepentance, 2. Pet.3 9. but thou wilt 
not come and chis is the deceic of thy heart to ſhuffle ic 
from thee. 


la che third place, isitſo, chat the reaſon why thou 
doſt not amend, is not becauſe thou canſt not, but onely 
becauſe thou wilt not? 


Ob then my Breubren learne to be humble d. 


This points calls for great humiliation. 
Firſt, here lies eſpecially the pride of the heart, not in 


mens cannot, but their will nots; when a ſoule does whacs 
ſoever it can, reformes as much as it can, uſes at many 
meanes as it can, and as often as it can, this is not a proud 
beart : but a proud heart is that eſpecially which ſtickeſt 
at a will wat. If ye will not heare , my ſowle ſhall weepe in 
ſecret places for your pride, Jer. 13. — your pride, 
if you will not, he does not ſay if you cannot, my ſoule 
thall weepe for your pride, if ye ſticke at a cannot, but if 
yee ſtick at a will not; doe net thinke this point doe lift up 
mens wills, no, this point does as much beat atthe hums 


| | hambling, to be bwmbled for thy will.; its ſaid of 


bling of the will, a any point under heaven;for here lies 
all the pride of tbe will, and therefore here ye maſt be 
humbled. | h 

Secondly, here lies eſpecially the bardning of the beart: 
when a man ſtickes at a cannet, he does not more and 
more harden his heart, but onely ſtickes at the ſame hard- 
neſſe he had. Beloved, rbow di ſt ther: barden thy heart when 
thou wilt net obsy , and t here's moſt need of thy 


Pha- | 
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Pharaoh he bardned his heart, Exod. g 34. what followes? 
He would not let the children of Fſrael goe : thy will nots 
theſe are they that harden thy heart; doeſt thou com 
plaine of the hardneſſe of thy heart? O goe and humble 
thy ſoule for thy will nots, theſe are the hardneſſe of thy 
heart, nay let me tell thee, thou haſt no hardueſſe of beart, 
no mare then an infart or a babe, but onely that which 
thy will nots bave made thee, and therefore thou haſt great 
reaſon to be humbled for thy will nots. 

Thirdly , here lies eſpecially the ſtalboruneſſe of the 
heart; when a child that is commanded by his Parent 
to obey Rickes ata cannot, he obeyes as farre as he ean, 
but onely he ſticks at a cannot, he is not Rabbornezflub- 
bornnefſe is but when ore ſtickes at a will not; if a man have 
a finbborne ſonne which will not obey the voice of bis F a- 
ther, Dent. 2 1.18. ſo here lies eſpecially the ſtubbornneſſe 
of thy heart, and therefore here's moſt humiliation re- 
quired. 

Fourthly, here lies the greateſt deſpiſings of the Cam · 
mandement/ of Gad: authority is never ſo much deſpiſed 
as when men will not ſubmit to it: a father's deſpiſed 
when a ſdnne will not heare him; and a maſter's deſpiſed 
when his ſervant will not doe as he bids him; may come 
mandnient cannot be deſpiſed but by will nots, it may be omit» 
ted, and ot obeyed by cannoti, but it cannot be deſpiſed but 
by will nots; if ye ſhall deſpiſe my fatutet, ſo that ye will 


infinite retſon haſt thou to be hambled , that deipiſeſt 
the Lord? He cannot endure that men ſhould deſpiſe 
him ; ke can put up any other wrong rather then this, 
that men ſhould deſpiſe him: but to be ſleighted and def: 
piſed he will not, eannos endure it. For tbree tranſgreſſions 
of Fudab, and for ſoure I will not turne away the punifb ment 
thereof,becauſe they bave deſpiſed the laws of the Lord, Amos 
2-4.he will not turne away the puniſhment of this finne, 
ven men doe deſpiſe him; what infinite neede then haſt 


not doe all my Comm andementis, &rc. Levit. 16. 15. O what | 


then to be humbled under thy will na, thou deſpifeſt the 
— - 


commandment. 


Here's : 


the thankful- 
neſſe of rhe 


godly. 


Note. 


5 Vf. 

A ſeaſonable 
Item to all re- 
bellious ſpirits. 


Here's a word to you that are god. y; O what mercy hath 
the Lord ſnewed to you, and how ought you to be 
thankfall ! never was there ſuch mercy as this to ſhew 
mercy to the wilfu?: O woefull ſoule, be his miſery ne- 
ver ſo great, hee's not the fit obiect of mercy ; for tbough 
miſery be mercies oh ji, yt joyn'd with wilfulnes its not to be 


| | pintied : you have beene as wilfull as any, all cut out of 


the ſame rocke ; the Lord hath not onely helpc you to 
mercy and grace, but alſo, to a will to take it. When Lu 
was unwilling to goe out of Sodome , the Lord tooꝶe bim 
by the arme, and carried him perforce; now ſee how 
the Text expreſſes it: the Angels torke hold of bis band, 
the Lord being merciful unto him, and tbey brough: him forth, 


Gen. 19, 16. As if he ſhould ſay, would you faine ſtay?you. 


ſhall not; would you ſtand lingring to be conſumed 


- | with fire and brimſtone? you ſhall not: the Lord was mer- 


cifal to him whether be would or nr. So you had no mercy 
on yourſelves, but the Lord had; yee were wilfull as 
gainſt mercy, and che Lord faftened mercy on you, whether 
you would or no, he commanded bis luving kindueſſe,P zl. 


42.8. goe mercy and ſeize on them, goe loving kindneſſe, | 


and make them tale yee; not as though God converted you 
againſt your wills : for when he converted you, your 
unwillingneſſe was taken away; but he made you of an- 
wiling, willing. Oh the infinite mercy of God, and the 
infinite cauſe you have to be thankefull. X 

la the fifth place, to you that ſiand out in your wil: 
fullneſſe ſtil] ; is it ſo that ye ſticke at a will nt? then be 


exhorted to be much in abaſing your ſelves before the 


Lord: your ſtoutneſſe is intollerable, that you dare 
ſet up the briars and thornes againſt Gad in battle ; 
downe with them and be wiſe : you harden your own 
hearts, and diſable your {elves more and more for repen- 
ting of it; ye deſpiſe the Lords name by the ſtubborn · 
neſſe of your froward will, you can never be ſaved ex- 
cept your wills ſtoop : — Cbriſt will meddle with « 
eule, bee'l firſt acke, art thou willing? as he ask d the blind 


wilfel — 8 | 
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man, what wil: thou that I die unto thee ? Lord ſaies hs 

that I may receive my light, Luſ. 18. 41. So the firſt 

| queſtion he puts to thee is, what wilt uou ? Lord that 

may be humble, converted, purged : if thou beeſt will- 

full, though he never take thee in hand, but Ieave thee to Pal 8 1.11 
thy ſelfe, he will bejuſtified in thine eternall conſuſion. "IH 

Firſt, 1s it not enongh that thou h iſt willingly fallen in Conſider. 
Adam, but thow muſt willingly ſtand cut againe? God now 
calls thee to meanes of grace, thou halt ſtood ont onee 
already and wilt thou be wilfull to ſtand out againe? as 
Lyrael, though in a miſtake, ſaid to their brethren, is the 
iniquity of Pear too little for us; from the which we are 
not cleanſed to this diy? but tb it yee muſt turze away this 
day too ? Joſh.22 17. So may l ſay, is your willing ap:ſta- 
cy in Adm too little for you, from the which yee are not 
cleanſed to this day? but ye mult willingly ſtand out a- 
gainſt Chriſt too? | 

Secondly, conſider the very $ inis of God that have not 
| balfe ſo many will nots as you, that ſticke more truly at a can- 
wot ; I would doe the good but I cannot. I fay the very 
Saints of God they labour to humble themſelves every 
day: O wretched man that I am ſayes Paul, Rom. 7. 24. does | 
Paul cry out, Oh wretched man that I am ? he was a 
Saint of God, and beire of heaven, and ſure of blifſe ; does 
he cry out of himſelfe , that he was wretched ? oh what 
infinite need then haſt thou to be hambled ! Thou art 
yet a child of hell, and heire of damnation, . wilſull in 
thy ſinnes te this houre, Oh wretched man that IT am # 

Thirdly, conſtder the more ſpamefull ones ſinne is, the 
more reaſon to be bumbled; thy ſinne is moſt thamefall;for | | 
thou corrupteſt thy ſelfe, they bave corrupted themſelves, | 
Deut. 32.5. ſo tſtou corrupteſt thy ſelfe, thy will cor: 1 
rupteth it ſelfe. 

Nay fourthly, con ſider ther”; no greater ſbame then to 
make away ones ſelfe 3 thou deſtroyeſt thy ſelfe; Oh Iſrael | Hoſ. 13.3. 
thou beſt deſtroy d thy ſeifee More credit to be ftab'd by the 
high way, nay more credit to be hauged on a Patibulum | 


| | 
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Wilfull diſo- 
bedience is 

ſoule- murder. 
1 Sam. 1 2.12. 


himſelte. So thou doſt murder thy ſelfe, nay more thy 


as a Hale factorz then to murder ones felfe. Put him into a 
hole, drive a ſtake through his body, ſet a Monument of | 
ſhame on him. (doe not know whether it be ſo among 
you, but) ĩt is ſo in ſome places, when a man murders 


beſt ſelfeztbas male ſt away rby ſoule. Be vext then with thy 


wicked will, what a madde man am I ? I will have this 


laſt, and 1 will have that — like the people, we will 
have a King over ws ; no layes Samuel, the Lord your God, 
is your King; nay but we will bave a King. Sothou art 
wilfull, and thou wilt doe thus; O doe not doe it, the 
Lord hath forbidden thee? Nay but I will doe it. Thus 
thou art wilfull, and thou wilt to Hell ; vex thine own 
heart with this. When a wilfzl! MalefaFor, comes after- 
wards to know that if he had not beene wilfall the judge 
would have ſaved him, Oh how will it vex him; he could 
even rend his own haire and teare his own fleſh, what a 
madde man was | ! I forſooke mine own Clergy,ſo thou 
for ſakeſt thine own Clergy, thine own mercy ; they that 
-bſerve lying vanities forſake their own mercy; Jonah. 2.8, 
vexe thine own heart with it, ſay I have forſaken mine 
own mercy. 

Fifthly , conſider if you weuld but vex your own ſoules 
nib thi; ſerious conſideration, it would make you kicke 
your luſt under foote , and cry out upon them, out upon 
you, get ye hence, as they cryed out upon their Idols, 
Eſiy 30.22. get ye hence, get ye hence ; here is no en- 
tertainment for you from henceforth. I forſake mine 
own mercy as long asI keep you. | 

H. ving ſbemed you that except your beliefe of this point 

be rooted in your hearts,yee can never be humbled. 
Irft, becauſe hereby you excxſe year {elves from all your 
tranſereſſions b:ſides originall. 
Fa ay ſecondly, yee excuſe your ſelves for your originall 
28 #70. ; 

Nay thirdly, you mike all your firnes to be nothing 

but infirmicies, invincible infirmities. 
1 | ; Nay 
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Nay fourthly, you commend your ſelves more then God. 
Nay fifthly, you block wp the way to the throne of grace. | 
Nay fixthly, you caff all the blame upon God. 

Firſt, becauſe you lay the blame u pon nature. | 
Secondly, becauſe you caſt the blame upon temptations, 
Thirdly, becauſe you lay the blame oz the times. 
Fourthly, becauſe you lay the blame upom tbe comman- 


dement. 


Nay ſeventhly, you ſinde fault with all the dealings of 
4 . 


04. 
Oh take heed then of theſe baſe pleas aud pretences:for 
That I may interpoſe foure or five particulars unna- 


med. 

Firſt, this ſame pleading is the cauſe why you are la · 
zy and idle in the uſe of the meanes : namely becauſe yee 
ſuffer your bearts to plead,Ob we cannot dos thus. We cannot 
beat downethis evill ; why did the unjuſt Steward refuſe 
honeſt labour to worke for his living. I cannot dig ge ſayes 


be, Luke 16.3. therefore he refuſed to labour; ſo this is 
the cauſe why ye pray no more, and reforme no more, 
e. Yee ſet your hearts thus to pleade, I cannot doe it; 
This is the reaſon why ye are backward to labour ; how 
know ye what may be done if ye would buckle 1 to la- 
bour ? but alas, I cannot doe it ſay you; and therefore ye 
are dead,and dul,and ſluggiſh to every good Ordinance. 
Shake off theſe lazy bearted pleas, otherwiſe yee'l never 
buckle to labour. 

Secondly, this ſame pleading brings up an ill report upon 
piety and godlineſſe ; generally men thinke religion is ſo 
irkſome, and holineſſe is impotſible. We cannot be 
Saints, and we are not able to be ſo holy ; theſe pleas 


bring an evill report on Religion. Like the pies that 


brought an evill report upon Canaan, Num. 13.23. What 
ſayes the Text in the verſe going before? we be notable 
iS get it, ſay they, verſe 3 1. thismade the reſt ofthe pes- 
ple thinks bardly of their going into Canaan ; they generally 
thought it was to very little end. Oh they were not able | 

| | to 
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to winne it; ſo ye bring an evill report upon the Hea 


v.nly Canaan the fleſh is too ſtrong, the divell too ſtrong 


temptations too ſtrong, and its impoſlible to grapple 
with chem all, we are not able co get maſtery. I ſay this 
brings up an evill report on Religion, ye diſcourage one 
another. I cannot get quickning, and I cannot deny my 
ſelfe. Yee bring up an evill report upon theſe duties, and 
ye are guilty of the evill report that goes up and down. 
Thirdly, this ſame pleading is a murmuring againſt 
God. q.d. nhy does God giveme ſuch Comm andementi, that 
I carnot bid Why does he charge me to root out a 
Juſt that I cannot root out ? this is to murmur againſt 
God. Like thoſe murmuring Diſciples in the Goſpel, when 
they were told they muſt feed upon Chriſt, and as the 
body feeds upon meate,ſo your ſoules muſt feede upon Chriſt, 
this is a hard ſaying, who can heare it ſay they? Chriſt 
can ſtrued this ſpeech to be murmaring, Joh. 6.60 61. We 
cannot doe this, and this is ſo hard we are not able to do 
it. The Text fayes it was murmuring, when Feſws knew 
in bimſelfe ibat bis Diſciples mermwed at it; that pleading 
of a cannot was a murmuring · So when thou grumbleſt on 
this manner i cannot wal ke thus, I cannot believe thus, 
&c · this is to murmur againſt God, nay this will bring 
thee to ¶Apoſt ac at loſt, if thou ſuffer thy. heart to plead 
thus. May be now thou art a forward profeſſor, yet 
beeſt thou never ſo forward and favoureſt any luſt, and] 
cannot give it over, I cannot roote it out, &c. I ſay this 


will breake thy neck at the laſt, if thou doſt not looke to 
it. So it was with thoſe forenamed — they were 
| very forward Profeſſors, for they were the Diſciples of 
Chriit ſayee the Text; yet thoſe Diſciples, they went away 
back and ralted no more with Chriſt , verſ. 66. their plea- 
ding of their cannots,drove them to Apoſtacy;they went 
away back. So thou wilt gee away back, and fall into 
£poſtacy if thou ſuffer thy heart to ſtand pleading of cav- 


nc ti in thu manner. 


Fourthly, this is the ſamſieſt excuſe of aBexcuſes, many 


ſinners 


— * 
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finners excuſe their own ſelves but there is more aue 


lineſſe in all their excuſes] pray thee have me excuſed ſayes 
one. I have bought fue yoake of Oxen, and I pray thee have 
me excuſed; (ayes the other, I have bought a purchaſe , 1 
pray thee have me excuſed. Theſe though wretched ex- 
cuſers and turned out from all mercy, yet they were 
ſomewhat more mannerlyʒ but I cannot come, ſayeſt thou; 
have married a Wife, and / cannot come, Luke 14.20. 

| this is a moſt ſiwcy excuſe, thou telleſt Chriſt in plaine 
termes, I cannot come, . d. ye may even ſave your labour 
to invite; for this is ſhort and long, as we ſay, I cannot 
come. This I put in only by the by. | 

I fhewed you ſome of the deceits of the heart in plea- 

ding theſe cannots. | 
Firſt, How it lief unto God. 
Secondly, how it dalliet with Gad. 
Thirdly, how hereby it puts off the word. 
And then Ihewed you the ſtrong reaſon we have to 
be humbled under theſe will nots. a 
Firſt, becauſe here chiefly lies the pride of the heart, not in 
mens Cannots, but in their will. not; Jer. 13.17. 
Secondly , here lies cbi-fly the bardning of the hart, 
| Exod.9.34:35- 


— 


Thirdly, here lies chiefly the ſtal borſtneſſe of the heart, 


Deut. 2 1. 1 8. | 
Fourthly , here lies chiefly the greateſt deſpiſing of the 
Commndements of God, Levit.29.15. 

' Fifthly, now to goe on, here lies the reaſon why Di- 
vines ſay that the canverfion of 'a ſinner is # harder worke | 


then the Creation of Heaven and Earth ; for thus they doe 
reaſon. When God created Heaven and Earth, he had no · 
thing to reſiſt him; as he had nothing to helpe him, (he 
made all of nothing) ſo he had nothing to reſiſt him. 
There was but one difficulty in the creation of Heaven and 
Earib; but in the converſion of a ſinner there be two difficul- 


ties. + 


Firſt, here is the ſame difficulty that was in creation, 2 
N 0 


Pl 
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God makes a Convert of nothing; he had nothing to helpe 
him, not one thought, not one deſire, not one good in- 
clination; and therefore the Scripture calls it a ve crta· 
ti nʒ whoſoeveris in Chriſt is a new creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
that is, is created a new. And therefore, there was no- 
thing preexiſtent, ns not one thougbt, all the thoughts of men 
| are onely evill, and that continually. So there is the ſame dif- 
ficalty, that was in the Creation of Heaven and Earth; 
and then 
Secondly, there is another difficulty more then there 
was in the Creition ; for as there was nothing preexi- 
ſtent to helpe , ſo there was nothing to reſiſt. But bere is 
ſometbing to reſiſt , the will it reſiſteth ; now the Cannos 
does not reſiſt. No, the beſtowing of the new pater: is no mare 
then another Creation. But the changing of the will is more 
then anotber Cre ation; for the will it reſiſteth, yea and it ſets 
all abe ſoule a reſiſting, Earnall reaſon reſiſteth, carnall de- 
fires they reſiſt, all the foule it reſiſtetk; and the greateſt 
reſiſtance of all is the reſiſtance of the will; for the will is 
| the utmoſt ſtrength of the ſoule. And therefore here lies 
the infinite difficulty of the converſion of a finner,name- 
ly in the turning of the will, it requireth more power, 
— was required to the creation of Heaven and Earth. 
God put himſelfe forth mere when he converteth a fin- 
ner, then when he created a World; and therefore the 
| Scripture calles the day of converſion of mens wills, the day 
of bis power. Thy people fball be willing in the day of thy 
peer. Plal.110.3. In the day of thy power; marke, its 
called a day of Geds power, when he converteth a people 
to be willing. Why? becauſe the will did reſiſt him; ay 
God had bit own ſilfe to reſiſt bim anger ſteps in his way to 
reſiſt him. Convert him not Lord, his wilfulneſſe hath 
| anger d thee ; Inftice ſtept into reſiſt him, ſave him not 
Lord, his finnes have diſnonoured thee. Nay, he had his 
to reſiſt him; mercy ſteps in Lord he hath abuſed 
me, ſave him not. Indeed had a finner yielded as ſoone 
| as he finned, mercy would not reſiſt him; 8 
| - e 
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beene dealing with him, and he abuſed all mercy. And 
therefore he had mercy to refiſt , nay and wi ſdom one 
would thinke to reſiſt too, wheat = wilfull foole ? pity bim 
not Lord. There is no reaſon he ſhould be pĩtĩed, if he will 


— 


periſh let him periſh. I ſay in the conver ſion of a ſinner, as 
there was nothing to aſſiſt him, ſo there was all to reſiſt. The 
will does reſiſt him, nay God had himſelfe, as I may fo | 
ſpeake to reſiſt kim; yea, and mercy to refiſt him; it was 
not ſo in the Creation of Heaven and Earth. The creature | 
had never provoked God not to create it ; but the ſinner bath | 
provoked God never to convert him, ſo that now God muſt 
have power over himſelfe if he meane to convert him. | 
Oh then what infinite reaſon haſt thou to be humbled ; 
thou reſiſteſt God, as Stephen told the Jewes ʒ pos bave al- 
waye: reſt ſted the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 7. 3 l. ſo thou halt 7eſiſted 
Gods ſpirit, yea, thy will does reſiſt him, and that is the 
ſtrongeſt thing to reſiſt in the World. His word comes 
to convert thee, and thou doſt reſiſt his motions, his mer» 
cles, his correQions,his ordinances, and all holy meanes 
to convert thee, thou doſt reſiſt them; nay his ſpirit con · 
tend:tb within thee, and thou deſt reſiſt bim. | 

I gave you five things to conſider, what it is 10 ſlicke as 
your will nots. I beſeech you confider yet further, 
Firſt; Tfyou will not, Gotle Adini ſiert have diſcharged their 
duties, and have left your Blond ox your own beads, they can 
goe no further if you will not: the Groome can but car- 

the Steed unto watering as we ſay, if he will not 
d-inke he cannot helpe it; ſo they can't helpe it, your 
bloud lies upon you own heads, they have diſcharged 


I 


| 


their duties. When Abrabams ſervant . „ and how 
if the woman will not? Abrabam he anſwers, if the wo- 
man will not be willing, hex tho ſhalt be cleare from my 
oath, 'Gen.24.3. So Lord, how if they will not? may we 
ſay, nay if they will not, let them chuſe, thou art cleare; 
the Lord hath ſworne us to preach, and teach, and ex- 
hort, and reprove, and invite you to grace; but if we doe 
fo, and you will not, we can't helpe it, your blond is on 
N 2 your 
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hath delivered its meſſage . 


1 zot 5 what followes? Behold your houſe is left uno yes de- 


your own beads ; we naye diſcharged our oath and our 
duty, we would be glad that you would; but if now you | 
will nat, we have diſcharged gur duties. Nay, 

; Secondly, if you will not, the Goſpel bath delivered its 
errand, ye are guilty of your own everlaſting perdition ; the 
Goſpell hath delivered its meſſage, and this is the meſ- 

ſage. ¶ boſeever will, let him take of the water of life freely, 
Reævelat. 2 2. 17. This meſſage hath been delivered to you 

often; iti ihe laſt exbortation in the whole Bible: like one 
in the evening of the market, he is even about totake 
downe his ſtanding; I have told you my loweſt price, if 
you will have it, take it; it not, chaſe, I maſt be gone. 
So this is the end of Gods-bodke ; as it he ſhould ſay, Iam 
even a cloſing up my booke, ſpeake quickly, if ye wif, 
| come, and welcome; but if not I am gone. If yet you will 
not, you will not ſubmit ; nay but you will have your 
luſts, and yeur ſtomacks will nat come downe, you will 
not ſtirre a jot beyond your painted civility and tormali- 
ty; you will not be more conſcionable then you have 
been, nor frequent holy duties more then you have 
done : nor get more holineſſe then you have done, then 
if Fill will have will, Will muſt winne woe; the Goſpell | 


— 


Nay thirdly, if you will not: the blond of Feſus Chriſt 
bath dene that it came far: it came to tender you mercy upon | 
very eaſie termes ; to offer you grace and pardon, and fal- 
vation and Heaven, and all upon very free coſt. If you had 
rather that ſexe ſhould be your maſter , then thar f briſt 
ſheald be your maſter ; if you will not hearken and obey, 
I ſay the bloud of Chriſt hath done that which it came 
for: and your ſoles ſpall know. ye ſpall be worſe offered;you 
have knowledge of the truth, Chriſt hath offered you | 
very faire, and you cannot but know it, and yet you will 
not lubmit to it ; aſſure your ſelves you ſhall be worſe 
offered: for next to your wil nos, came / Cbriſt leaving you 
| defolate. As Chriſt ted Jeruſalem, Twould, but yow-would 
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folate, Mat. 23.3 7,38. So Chriſt would, and you would 
not; he hath given you gracious offers, but you will not: 
| therefore you may look to be worle offered; your ſoules 
to be deſolate. : | 

Nay fourthly, If you will not, yee murder your own ſoules; 
when a man hath murdred himſelfe, the Coroner comes 
and he does fit on him, and he enquires and he examines, 
and who hath murthered this man? and when he finds 
that ic was himſelfe that did murther him, ſo he con- 
cludes, and that man is branded for murthering of him- 
ſelfe; ſo you murther your own ſoules. The Tewes t heir 
| ſoules were all murdred; well, when the Coroner. fate on 
them, he concluded they had murdred themſelves : © I/ 
rael thou haſt d. ſtroyed thy felfe, Hoſ.13 9. So if the Coro: 
| ner ſit on thee, its moſt certaine he ſhall finde thou haſt 
murdred thine own ſelfe; O what a company of you is 
there, your ſoules are quite murdred; one in one ſinne, 
another in another; who hath murdred theſe men? not 
God, he was ready to helpe them: not the Miniſter, he did 
uſe all meanes toſuve them; he hath not been wanting to 
teach them and exhort them. No, your own ſelves have 
murdred your ſelves; cu would be carnall, and you would 
be proud, and you would not lie domne to the word: when the 
Geroner fits on you he mult neceſſarily conclude, you 
have murdred your ſelyes;your own wills have condem. 
ned you. 
You remember what exhortations we gave you. As 
ever, ycu regard mercy to humble your ſoules, we told 
you the ſirſt queſtion Chriſt arlet, is, if yee be willing, as he 
ask d the blind man, what wilt then? Laue 18. li. if thou 
1 beeſt not willing, hee'l never take thee in hand: the ſub- 
jet of the kingdome of grace muſt be willing. Chriſt will 
never come into a ſoule, where his will may be affronted 
by another; Heaven cannot beare two ſuunes, nor one heart 
two willi: if thy will be not crucified, and made agreea- 
ble to Chriſts, Chriſt cannot dwell in thy hears ; there 


would be two contrary wills in one heart; and this can- 
not 
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17. Oh then let us ſtirre up our ſel ves, ſhall we finne a 
[ 


not be if Chriſt come; he will have theſeand theſe luſts 
turned away, which thou wouldeſt faine keepe 3 he will 
have this done and that done, and thou wile not: two 
c:ntrary wills can never ſtand together. No, if thy will be 
contrary to Chriſt, Chriſts will, will be centrary to 
thine z if thy will be to doe that which will offend him, 
his Will will be to doe that which will vexe thee ; If yee 
will wake contrary to me, I will alſo malle contrary to you, 
Levite26.2 3.24. No, no, your wills they muſt bow, or 
Chriſt will not take you in hand; the will is the generall 
preſuppoſition of all the whole Goſpell : the ſumme of the 
whole Goſpell is this, to deny a mans ſelfe, and to take 
up Chriſts croſſe and to follow him ; now ſee the will 
is preſuppoſed as ready; if any man will come after me, 
let him deny himſelfe, 8c. Luke 9.23. nere a command- 
ment of the Goſpell, ne re a promiſe, nere an one paſ- 
ſage but preſuppoſes the Will; Chriſt will not open his 
mouth except thy will be brought downe. - 

A few words to you that are the redeemed of the Lord, 
and ſo lle make a concluſion of all. I pray Ged ſmite 


home this point into your hearts; for though your wills | 


be tamed and ſubdued in regard of the wicked, you doe 
not ſtand out a« they doe, nevertheleſſe obſerve you this 
point: there's many a Canaanite that remaine; ſtill in our 
boſome g, that me may thanke aur own willi, for not rooting ont. 
We doe not put our ſelves forth ſo much as we might, 
nor labour in the Lord ſo ſeriouſly as we might, not 
walk ſo cloſe as we might; eh beloved, theſe Fare will 
rot/ dre us all the mi ſcbiefe that ever is dine us. For 5 
Firſt, We never ſinne again Goſpell but onely upon will 
nets; indeed we ſinne againſt the law in every of our can» 
v, but we never ſinne againſt the Goſpel], but onely in 
our will nots. The Geftel requires nothing of a believer, 
but that which it gives bim, and therefore we never ſinne 
againftt the Gefel Ext onely in our will nas : this is the 
voice of the Goſpel], i«y d if any man will, Iobr. . 
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gainſt Goſpell? and ſinne againſt mercy. 
Secondly, We can never diſpleaſe God but onely upon wil 
nets. I ſpeake onely upon Gods people; we can never 
ſtaine our acceptance with God, but onely in our will 
nots ; tbougb we cannot but ſiune in our prayers, but ſinne 
in our duties, but fin in every thing that we doe : yer 
this does not ſtaine our acceptance with God, nor ble- 
miſh it one whit, when God bath our wills: for if there be 


a willing minde, it is accepted accarding to tbat which a man | 


bath, and not according to 1bat which a man bath not, 2 (oy, 
8.12, But when God would have us mend this. and we 
will not; and reforme that and we will not; we let ſe 
curity and ſloth breake into our wills here and here on- 
ly doe we diſpleaſe our good God, this is a maine thing 


| to conſider; is there but one thing wherein we may dif: 


pleaſe God, and thall we not take heed of that? 

-- Thirdly, Conſcience can never condemne us but onely upon 
wil not; when a child of God ſinnes, and he cannot o- 
therwiſe chooſe, his conſcience can never condemne him. 
A cbild of Gods cannns, be they never ſo many, nay if they 
were millions more then they are, they never binder ſiu. 
cerity ; fincerity is rooted onely in the will, it is our wi 
not that is the breach of ſincerity,and therfore here only the 
conſcience condemnes ; does our conſcience reproach us in 
our wayes? let us thanke our wil not, for this; have we 
little peace? it is becauſe of the rebellion of our wil nots. 


Ah, ah, this is an infinite evill, for it hinders our com- 
forts, it hinders our boldneſſe of acceſſe to the throne of 
Gods grace; it hinders our patience, and every good du. 


, this does us infinite hurt; it ftabbes to the heart, and 


wounds our very ſoule, when our conſcience affordeth 
little peace, O it hinders very grievouſly ; all this as long | 
of our will nets, becauſe we will nat be ſo carefull and |. 
ſo circumſpe& as we might. 


Fourthly , Gad e an never be angry with us but onely upon 
wil not; its true as long as a man is not in Chriſt, all the 


ſcore ſtands; and Gods is angry for all; but God is an- 
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no remedy; for ones crooked ſervVant to be ſtubhorne, it 


gry for nothing but wil xtr in bis children, as Nebemiab} * 
ſay es of Gods people in Ladab, they round not beare * therefore 1 
God gave them us into the band of the people of the land, Ne- | + 
hem 9 30. God is not angry with his people for cannats, 
but onely for their wil nots 3 it is for our wil notsthar. 
God does not ſo goe out with our Miniſters, nor ſo quis: 

ken his word to your hearts. Ir is for our wil not: that be | 
threatens oar land, and beginnes to abridge us of our ſpirimat 
food, and ſbemes ominow ſignes of bis d pærting away fm 
u, and are we not evin ſicke unto death for theſe Willnots P | _ 

Wecomplaine of our deadneſſe, and what trow we is 


ruptions and of the leaneneſſe of our ſoules, and whom 
ray we thanke, but our will nots ? we might grow more 
then we doe, what lets us, but our will nete What makes | 
ſome of us goe downe the winde? as we ſay; but becauſe 
we will not ſtand on our guards. Thele, theſe, brethren, | 
cheſe will nots of urs, are the reaſon why God 3s prove 
led againſt w. Oh let us put forth our ſelves,” and ſhake 
off theſe willnow, leaſt angęt breake out, and there be 


is but his kinde- but for ones childe to be ſtubborne, this 
angers the father indeed, % 


the cauſe, but our wil nots ? we complaine of eur cor | | 


= 
— 
>< 


N rt he th — 


3 
- pH g 1 TY K e - — — — —— — 
1 © 


. N 7 


